Mindset Learn Lesson Notes

Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet
Romeo and Juliet
In this lesson we focus on the key characters in the play Romeo and Juliet.
Lesson outcomes
By the end of this lesson, you should be able to
· name and describe the characters in Romeo and Juliet 

Curriculum Links

LO2: Reading and Viewing

■ explore and explain key features of texts and how they contribute to meaning
drama:

• describe plot, subplot, character portrayal, conflict and dramatic purpose
Lesson notes

The main characters in Romeo and Juliet
	Romeo Montague
	The sixteen year old and the son and heir of Lord and Lady Montague. He falls in love, at first sight, with Juliet, the daughter of his family's archenemies, the Capulet’s. Although some people describe him as idealistic, impulsive and immature he believes that he is truly in love with Juliet.

	Lord Montague
	Romeo’s father, a very stubborn man who is not willing to forgive. After his son’s death he realises how petty his quarrel with Capulet is.  

	Lady Montague
	Romeo’s mother. She doesn’t like violence and she later dies grieving for her son. 

	Juliet
	The (almost) fourteen year old daughter of Lord and Lady Capulet. At the beginning of the play she is quite naïve about love and marriage. But when she falls in love with Romeo she has to grow up quickly, because he is the son of her family's great enemy. 

	Lord Capulet
	Juliet’s doting father who is also very strict and harsh.

	Lady Capulet
	Juliet’s mother. She is not a very good mother and relies a lot on the Nurse for Juliet’s upbringing.  She is eager for Juliet to be married.

	Prince Escalus
	The prince of Verona who has to ensure law and order.  

	Count Paris
	Relative of Prince Escalus who is very keen to marry Juliet.  

	Friar Laurence
	A priest in Verona who is friends with Romeo and Juliet. He secretly marries them in the hope that their union might eventually bring peace to Verona. 

	Juliet’s nurse
	Woman who has cared for Juliet like a mother her whole life.  She is the person who Juliet trusts with her secrets and is also the go-between in Juliet’s love affair with Romeo.


The other characters are: 

· Romeo’s friends Mercutio (he is very witty), Balthazar and Benvolio, 

· Tybalt (Lady Capulet’s nephew – who has a bad temper and is killed later on by Romeo), 

· Samson and Gregory (servants to the Capulet family),  

· Peter a servant 

· the Nurse

· and the Apothecary (a very poor shopkeeper or chemist who illegally sells poison to Romeo)

Lesson task

Write a brief description, of about 100 words each, of the following characters:

· Romeo

· Juliet

· Lord Capulet

· Friar Laurence 

