
Wits scientists debunk climate 
change myths, impact remains 

severe 

News flash 26th February 2014 



Iphakade and the Art of 
ClimateCycle Maintenance 

 
 

 
  

see : óZen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenanceô ï  
 An Inquiry into Values is a 1974 philosophical novel, the first of Robert M. Pirsig's texts in which he explores his 

Metaphysics of Quality. The book sold 5 million copies worldwide; and was a cult book when I was at University. 

 

Teaching and inculcating Iphakade - Earth 
Stewardship Science using concepts of adaption 

and mitigation with 2020 vision 

 



29 August 2011  

Borrowed from Xhosa Culture   

Earth Stewardship Science 



*Earth Stewardship Ƅ ethical, democratic management of the physical 

and living systems of our planet:  

Earth as in óCommonsô  

 

*Science is used here in the broadest sense of the word, covering all 

fields of scientific enquiry: a systematic enterprise that builds and 

organizes knowledge in the form of testable explanations and predictions 

across the natural, social, health and engineering sciences; a body of 

knowledge of the type that can be rationally explained and reliably 

applied. 

 

*Earth Stewardship Science is a new, broad intellectual field in tune 

with contemporary global perspectives of the world and its complexities. 

Its consilience approach seeks a deeper understanding of people and 

planet issues of both local and global significance; and has the potential 

to make a major impact on the way Africa manages its resources Ƅ and 

how it responds to the many pressures on diversity, environment, and 

society; and how it relates to poverty and well-being. 



Missionvale Campus, NMMU, 26 Feb, 2013 

maarten de wit - www.aeon.org.za 

 

Earth (Hi)Story 



An Evolving planet  

of coevolving 

systems 
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Earth is 4560 million years old 

Africa is 120 million years old 

Primates: 65 million years ago  

Humans: 0.2 million ago 

Oldest Homo Sapiens fossils 
 & symbolic artefacts 

Cape Caves: Ψ/ǊŀŘƭŜ ƻŦ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜΩ  

Sustainable 
Life on Earth 

emerges 

Africa emerges as a continent 

Oldest fossils of World in Mpumalanga 
Makonjwa MountiansΥ Ψ/ǊŀŘƭŜ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜΩ 

Anthropocene 
Humans emerge  

Sustainable? 
 







 





Solid Earth 



Whatôs inside..éé& 

é.how does it work ? 

ééééé..how did it start? 

éééééééééé..how can we can fix it? 

A Dialogue of 

Scientists 



ñself-organizationò 

origins  





Everywhere, everything is on the move 


