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Teachers who share

One assumes that in the face of technology people stop reading. This could
be the case especially if people have not developed the habit in the first place
but the bookshops don’t seem to be closing down, in fact just the opposite. If
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Incidentally Dr Terence Cavanaugh has also uploaded a
paper on this site called Using the Cell Phone for Class
Content: An Exploration…
Terence W. Cavanaugh,
University of North Florida, Jacksonville
tcavanau@unf.edu
Ë <http://www.drscavanaugh.org>
Ë <http://www.unf.edu/~tcavanau>
There is also the International Children’s Digital Library
Ë <http://www.icdlbooks.org/> which is a great
source of reading material in different languages,
including African ones. ICDL welcomes contributions
and it would be great to see more of our eleven
languages featuring on this site.

timetable and rubric creation tools and even citation (recording resources)
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have found and generously shared.
Google Earth – go to Ë <http://www.google.com>
A few examples of this are the following:

S. R. Ranganathan, known as the “the father of library
science in India,” and respected by librarians all over
the world, proposed five laws of library science. Many
librarians worldwide accept them as the foundations of
their philosophy (e.g. Koehler et al, 2000). These laws are:
• Books are for use
• Every reader his [or her] book
• Every book its reader
• Save
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hosted by Discovery Education Ë <http://school.
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Wikipedia Ë <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_laws_
is
a treasure chest[accessed
of educational
tools and
of_library_science
17 December
2008]>
resources. “Kathy Schrock’s Guide for Educators
There
are many websites
whichuseful
provide
is
a categorised
list of sites
forassistance
enhancing
when it comes to reading generally, and which offer free
curriculum and professional growth. It is updated
“e-books” (some are subject to copyright restrictions
often
to include
the in
best
sitesformat.
for teaching
and
according
to country)
a digital
Examples
are
learning”.
This
particular
site
deserves
quite
a lot
Project Gutenberg Ë <http://www.gutenberg.org>
of
timehas
spent
on it as library
Kathyincluding
has included
much
which
an immense
a Children’s
Bookshelf.
Although
largely
made
up
of
classics
that can be easily used in the South Africanthere are
still someWebsite
wonderfulevaluation,
novels whichcritical
children
worldwide can
context.
evaluation
relate to. An example is Around the World in Eighty Days
tools,
Webquest information as well as tools like
by Jules Verne, a charming adventure story set in the 19th
Puzzlemaker
can all
found.
century when jumbo
jetsbe
and
cell phones hadn’t been
thought of. “Phileas Fogg bet his entire fortune that he
could cross the Nineteenth Century Earth - with no plans,
no special arrangements, and no air travel - in exactly
eighty days. Any delay, any breakdown, any missed
connection, and Fogg would lose – everything”

to her “A Field Guide to Cross-Cultural Projects”
which includes many other international projects
Ë <http:// www.schoollink.org/twin/CQArticle.
htm>. Another of her interests is e-Pals Global
Community Ë <http://www.epals.com/about/
tour/index.tpl> - a wonderful way of connecting
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as Kathy has included much that can be easily used in
the South African context. Website evaluation, critical

Another person who has shared of her expertise is
Dr Sheila Gersh well known for her site Teaching
with the Internet Ë <http://www.schoollink.rog/
twin/>. Although nearly ten years old, the site is
a valuable resource especially as it links to rubric
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Another useful aspect to this is that one can use a
spreadsheet programme to map the co-ordinates of a place
bringing in mathematical and geographical skills. An online
version is EditGrid Ë <http://www.editgrid.com/>
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Jamie McKenzie Ë <http://fno.org/> is another
pecialist in the field of technology, information
literacy and education. He was also a keynote
speaker at a South African conference – IASL 2003
– and is well known for his balanced view regarding
computers and books. One can subscribe to his

website called From Now On and receive his very
educational and thought provoking articles.
Although not a new resource, SCORE Cyberguides
Ë <http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/cyberguide.
html> are a great way of using literature in the classroom.
Although based in California the guides can be easily
tailored to the Assessment Standards and Learning
outcomes of the South African curriculum. “CyberGuides
are supplementary, standards-based, web-delivered
units of instruction centered on core works of literature.
Each CyberGuide contains a student and teacher
edition, standards, a task and a process by which it may
be completed, teacher-selected web sites and a rubric,
based on California Language Arts Content Standards”.

There are also many other teachers who have
shared of their knowledge including South African
ones. Dr Pam Miller has her tip sheets available
online Ë <http://www.compmat. wcape.school.
za/PHS/tips.htm and also her Blog Ë <http://
studyopp.blogspot.com/.
Maggie Verster has created a Wiki called SA
Schools support Wiki Ë <http://saschools.
wetpaint.com/ and this is another opportunity to
become involved. Both of these teachers have
shared their knowledge on the Thutong Education
Portal Ë <http://www. thutong.org.za> in the ICT
space.
One of the best things about the Cyberguides is the
related resources linked to the activities. Ideally our
teachers will be able to create and upload their own,
based on South African literature and also in indigenous
languages. There is even a template on this website which
would make the task so much easier!
Finally there is Inanimate Alice Ë <http://inanimatealice.
com/>, an online story that uses a variety of media to plot
Alice’s story as she grows up in different countries. This is
an entirely free resource on-line and also has supportive
teaching notes.
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