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	Learning Area:

English Home Language

	Resource Name:

English Home Language

	Assessment Exemplar Number:

EHL9.3

	Item/s:

8

	Phase:

Senior Phase

	Grade:

9

	Tags:

Formative Assessment, conjunctions, examples, interviews, newspaper articles, note taking, opinions, point of view, questions, research, substantiation, vocabulary

	Assessment Type:

Formative

	Assessment Form:

Analysis response questions, creative writing, discussion, essay response, explanation, interview, investigation, language exercise, listening comprehension, matching exercise, process writing (draft and final work), research

	Copyright for included material:

[If possible, take a podcast from http://multimedia.timeslive.co.za/audio/2009/09/distressed-elephant-goes-walkabout/
for learners to listen to. Alternately, just print this story from http://www.iol.co.za/index.php?set_id=1&click_id=13&art_id=nw20090930223630505C491737 

	Duration:

Part A: 30 minutes, Part B: 30 minutes, Part C: 30, Part D: 30 minutes, Part E: 30 minutes, Part F: 30 minutes, Part G: 60 minutes, Part H: 60 minutes

	Learning Outcome(s) and Assessment Standard(s):

Learning Outcome 1: Listening

The learner will be able to listen for information and enjoyment, and respond appropriately and critically in a wide range of situations.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

1.1 Listens to and appreciates a variety of complex imaginative and informative oral texts (e.g. radio dramas, talk shows, documentaries, dramatised poems, book reviews).

1.2 Listens actively and carefully for specific information and main ideas, and responds appropriately, for example:

• reflects on information and opinions, asks searching questions and challenges where necessary.

Learning Outcome 2: Speaking

The learner will be able to communicate confidently and effectively in spoken language in a wide range of situations.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
2.2 Communicates ideas, facts and opinions on challenging topics accurately and coherently, using a wide range of factual oral text types (e.g. explanations of technological processes such as how to use a computer or video player).

2.3 Demonstrates advanced skills in a wide range of oral text types:

• carries out interviews effectively using advanced interview techniques (e.g. asking probing questions).

	2.4 Demonstrates a range of complex interaction skills by participating actively in group discussions, conversations, debates, group interviews and surveys, and while so doing:

• tackles important issues (e.g. social and ethical issues related to the environment and human rights);

• asks probing questions;

• leads discussions;

• negotiates differences to arrive at common point of view or compromise;

• motivates own point of view using evidence and similar opinions from peers, and shows flexibility in accepting compromise

Learning Outcome 4: Writing

The learner will be able to write different kinds of factual and imaginative texts for a wide range of purposes.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
4.1 Writes a wide range of imaginative texts:

• to express imagination, ideas and feelings about self and others;

• to explore the creative, critical and playful use of language by means of narrative and descriptive compositions, dialogues, poems, songs, elementary short stories, letters, drama with accompanying sound and visual effects.

4.2 Produces a wide range of factual written and multimedia texts for various purposes, using a wide range of visual and design elements where appropriate by means of e-mail, reports on current issues, advertisements, posters, book reviews, film reviews, eyewitness accounts, newspaper reports, curriculum vitae, agenda and minutes of meetings.

4.4 Uses the writing process independently and with ease to generate complex texts:

• selects and explores complex topics through brainstorming, and using lists and notes.

Learning Outcome 5: Thinking and Reasoning

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
5.1 Uses language to think and reason:

• applies thinking and reasoning skills in a variety of contexts across the curriculum and in personal circumstances;

• develops and uses arguments in ways that:

! make the logic clear to the reader or listener,

! anticipates responses and objections.

5.2 Uses language to investigate and explore:

• asks challenging questions on national and crosscurricular issues (e.g. HIV/AIDS, rise in interest rates);

• recognises when a speaker or source is ambiguous, abuses evidence or makes unfounded claims, and asks relevant questions to get more accurate information;

• considers different perspectives when selecting information;

• extends sources and methods for locating relevant information (e.g. electronic and other media such as newspaper archives, documentary films, specialist libraries).
5.3 Processes information:

• develops note-taking and note-making skills (e.g. selects, sequences, classifies and organizes information using lists, mind maps, graphs), and includes citation and reference details;

• chooses best and most appropriate information from various sources and individuals, and synthesises contributions with own ideas into a coherent piece of work or presentation.

5.5 Uses language to reflect:

• reflects on and evaluates the quality and accuracy of information in own work and that of others;

• modifies own views, where relevant, after hearing or reading the views of others.

Learning Outcome 6: Language Structure and Use

The learner will know and be able to use the sounds, words and grammar of the language to create and interpret texts.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
6.3 Works with texts:

• uses connecting words such as ‘while’ to develop a logical line of thought in a paragraph;

• links sentences in cohesive paragraphs using, for example, connecting words such as ‘however’, synonyms and antonyms, and repeating words.

	Learning Space:

Assessment

	Hyperlinks:

To be completed later.

	Number of questions for exemplar:

34

	Rating

Easy questions:

Questions 1, 4, 5, 6, 10, 12, 14, 19 

	Medium questions:

Questions 2, 3,  7, 8, 9, 11, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 34

	Difficult questions:

Questions 21, 32, 33


Assessment Task

Part A: Listen to information
News is available on various media. You can read the newspaper, listen to the radio or watch the television to get the latest news. Some people read or listen to news on the internet. Listen to a news item as it is read to you. It was taken from http://www.iol.co.za on 1 October 2009. 
1
Listen to the information about an elephant who was in distress and how rangers helped her. As you listen, write down questions you have about the article. Imagine that you were going to phone in to a talk show. Which question would you ask the presenter of the talk show?

Share your question with the rest of the class.

Choose the best phrased questions that will elicit the most interesting information. In other words, which questions will raise the most important issue on the show?

Part B: Discussion

2
Discuss the following statements in groups. What is your opinion about the game reserve policy that animals in reserves should not be assisted, even when in distress?

· Animals in game reserves are meant to live as if they were in the wild, therefore rangers should not interfere if an animal is in distress.

· Game reserves are not really wild places, as tourists drive through them all day long.

· Some animals provide food for other animals, and therefore there are always animals in distress.

· Nature should be allowed to take its course, and animals in distress should be left to be killed and eaten by other animals.

Try to reach consensus within your group.

Appoint one person to report back to the class on your discussion.

Share your discussion with the rest of the class.

Listen to other groups’ reports and ask questions politely, if necessary.

Part C: Connecting words

Choose connecting words from the box to complete the text below.

generally, however, then, thus, consequently, in addition, but, as a result, that, because, although
Pets are almost always euthanised by intravenous injection 3) _______ other methods may be occasionally used. The animal loses consciousness after being injected 4) _______ respiratory and cardiac arrest follow, usually within 30 seconds. 5) _______ the animal dies quickly, peacefully and painlessly. 6) _______, why are pets euthanised?

Sometimes pets become severely ill from diseases such as cancer and 7) _______ suffer enormous pain. 8) _______ their owners don’t want to see them suffer and may opt for euthanasia. 9) _______, other owners may choose to give their pets pain medication and extra special care. This would be more or less what they would offer a dying human. 

It can happen that a pet is hurt in an accident and the veterinarian may consider its injuries to be so severe 10) _______ its quality of life would be affected. If, for example, the animal was not able to move around without assistance, it could be better to end its life. Unlike humans, animals are not considered able to operate wheelchairs or other devices for handicapped people. 11) _______, pet owners may consider the monetary costs of performing operations on animals. 

Animal organisations are sometimes forced to carry out animal euthanasia simply 12) _______ they cannot find homes for abandoned pets. 13) _______, they have a policy of keeping an animal for a certain period during which they attempt to have it adopted. Failing this, they may have to consider euthanasia. 









         (10)

Part D: Examples and substantiation

Match the following statements with their examples.

	14
	People can be very cruel.
	They allow their dogs to bark continuously.
	(1)

	15
	Animals can be trained.
	Animals respond to love and rewards.
	(1)

	16
	Animals are much like children.
	They will often assist animals in distress without being paid.
	(1)

	17
	Veterinarians are compassionate.
	They can learn to obey commands.
	(1)

	18
	Good owners look after their pets’ needs.
	They hit animals.
	(1)

	19
	Some people don’t consider their neighbours.
	They organise animal clinics in poor areas.
	(1)

	20
	Animal organisations assist people who don’t have enough money to care for their pets.
	They do not relate to humans.
	(1)

	21
	Some animals do not make good pets.
	They take them for walks often.
	(1)

	
	
	
	(8)


Part E: Changing direction

Put in although or in spite of.
	22
	_______ I wanted my dog to have puppies, I decided not to let her because I’d have to find homes for her litter.
	(1)

	23
	_______ arriving home late, I still took my dog for a walk.
	(1)

	24
	The boy put the fish into a fish tank _______ there was a fishpond in the garden.
	(1)

	25
	_______ looking all over the park, we didn’t find the missing dog.
	(1)

	26
	_______the cat was tame, it didn’t like being petted.
	(1)

	27
	The man brought his dog into the hotel _______ the fact that dogs weren’t allowed.
	(1)

	28
	I will be a bit late for the dog show _______ I will try to get there as soon as I can.
	(1)

	29
	The parrot had a cage _______ it often flew freely around the house.
	(1)

	30
	_______the cold weather, the dog went for a swim.
	(1)

	31
	The woman bought a large dog _______ only having a small garden.
	(1)

	
	
	(10)


Part F: Opinions for and against

32
Write two lists of opinions for and against the topic:

It is cruel to keep animals in cages.
	For keeping animals in cages
	Against keeping animals in cages

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Part G: Carry out research

33
Carry out research on the topic:

It is cruel to keep animals in cages.

Use newspapers, reference books and the internet. Ask people around you for their opinions. 

Write notes on your research. Remember to acknowledge your sources.

Organise your notes into logical order. 

Evaluate the reliability of your notes.

Synthesise your notes into your own ideas. 

Part H: Write an essay

34
Write an essay on the topic:

It is cruel to keep animals in cages.

Develop a clear and logical argument either against or in favour of the topic. Take a stand! Try not to be emotional but instead to draw on factual information. Do not make unfounded claims. 
Do not think only of zoos, although they will be interesting to examine. However, there are other ways of caging animals that could also be explored.
Suggested Solutions

Part A: Listen to information
1
Listen to the information about an elephant who was in distress and how rangers helped her. 

Either play the podcast for learners or read the article to them.

[If possible, can you take a podcast from http://multimedia.timeslive.co.za/audio/2009/09/distressed-elephant-goes-walkabout/
for learners to listen to. Alternately, just print this story from http://www.iol.co.za/index.php?set_id=1&click_id=13&art_id=nw20090930223630505C491737 The article or podcast is meant to simply raise the issues for discussion. It should only appear in the teachers’ notes.]

Rangers locate distressed elephant

The elephant cow that provoked an uproar from an animal rights group when it was spotted on an Mpumalanga game reserve's live webcam last week, distressed and in pain, has been found by rangers in the Sabi Sand Reserve.
A decision has been taken to euthanise the animal, Djuma Private Game Reserve owner Jurie Moolman told Sapa in an email.
He said the elephant, which had wandered away from the area in which it was first spotted, was found late on Wednesday afternoon.
Djuma is one of more than a dozen lodges and reserves that make up the 65 000-hectare Sabi Sand Reserve, which shares an unfenced 50km border with the Kruger National Park.

"The elephant has now been investigated and it was determined that she is very old – so old that her teeth are too worn for her to masticate her food properly, and thus a bolus of unchewed food is blocking her alimentary canal.
"She is constipated, in pain and at the end of her natural life. She will be euthanised once she is on her own.
"Her calf of three years old is no longer suckling and has been seen within the breeding herd," Moolman said.
On Monday this week, the group Animal Rights Africa demanded the reserve's owners help the elephant.
According to the group, the elephant had suffered for over two weeks with what appeared to be birth complications.
Moolman said it had only become clear at the end of last week that the elephant was in distress.
He said the reserve had "a policy of non-intervention when it comes to animals in distress not caused by humans", but in the case of this animal the Sabi Sand Reserve's ecological committee had decided to intervene.
A veterinarian from the Kruger had been called in to dart the elephant and ascertain its health.
On Tuesday, the National Council of SPCAs said it had been in contact with Moolman and advised him of its "grave concerns" for the welfare of the elephant.
"We trust that the best interests of the elephant will be taken into account and that humane and ethical considerations will form the basis of decisions taken in respect of this elephant," it said at the time. - Sapa

As learners listen, they should write down questions they have about the article. Ensure that they are active listeners. They should imagine that they are going to phone in to a talk show. They should choose questions to ask the presenter of the talk show. 

Allow learners to share their questions with the rest of the class. Write these on the board.

Let learners choose the best phrased questions that will elicit the most interesting information. 

Part B: Discussion

2
Let learners discuss the statements in groups. They should express their opinions.

Learners should:

Try to reach consensus within the group.

Appoint one person to report back to the class on their discussion.

Share their discussion with the rest of the class.

Listen to other groups’ reports and ask questions politely, if necessary.

Part C: Connecting words

The answers are underlined.

Pets are almost always euthanised by intravenous injection 3) although other methods may be occasionally used. The animal loses consciousness after being injected 4) then respiratory and cardiac arrest follow, usually within 30 seconds. 5) Thus the animal dies quickly, peacefully and painlessly. 6) But, why are pets euthanised?

Sometimes pets become severely ill from diseases such as cancer and 7) consequently suffer enormous pain. 8) As a result their owners don’t want to see them suffer and may opt for euthanasia. 9) However, other owners may choose to give their pets pain medication and extra special care. This would be more or less what they would offer a dying human. 

It can happen that a pet is hurt in an accident and the veterinarian may consider its injuries to be so severe 10) that its quality of life would be affected. If, for example, the animal was not able to move around without assistance, it could be better to end its life. Unlike humans, animals are not considered able to operate wheelchairs or other devices for handicapped people. 11) In addition, pet owners may consider the monetary costs of performing operations on animals. 

Animal organisations are sometimes forced to carry out animal euthanasia simply 12) because they cannot find homes for abandoned pets. 13) Generally, they have a policy of keeping an animal for a certain period during which they attempt to have it adopted. Failing this, they may have to consider euthanasia. (10)

Part D: Examples and substantiation

Matching answers:

	14
	People can be very cruel.
	They hit animals.
	(1)

	15
	Animals can be trained.
	They can learn to obey commands.
	(1)

	16
	Animals are much like children.
	Animals respond to love and rewards.
	(1)

	17
	Veterinarians are compassionate.
	They will often assist animals in distress without being paid.
	(1)

	18
	Good owners look after their pets’ needs.
	They take them for walks often.
	(1)

	19
	Some people don’t consider their neighbours.
	They allow their dogs to bark continuously.
	(1)

	20
	Animal organisations assist people who don’t have enough money to care for their pets.
	They organise animal clinics in poor areas.
	(1)

	21
	Some animals do not make good pets.
	They do not relate to humans.
	(1)

	
	
	
	(8)


Part E: Changing direction

The answers are underlined:
	22
	Although I wanted my dog to have puppies, I decided not to let her because I’d have to find homes for her litter.
	(1)

	23
	In spite of arriving home late, I still took my dog for a walk.
	(1)

	24
	The boy put the fish into a fish tank although there was a fishpond in the garden.
	(1)

	25
	In spite of looking all over the park, we didn’t find the missing dog.
	(1)

	26
	Although the cat was tame, it didn’t like being petted.
	(1)

	27
	The man brought his dog into the hotel in spite of the fact that dogs weren’t allowed.
	(1)

	28
	I will be a bit late for the dog show although I will try to get there as soon as I can.
	(1)

	29
	The parrot had a cage although it often flew freely around the house.
	(1)

	30
	In spite of the cold weather, the dog went for a swim.
	(1)

	31
	The woman bought a large dog in spite of only having a small garden.
	(1)

	
	
	(10)


Part F: Opinions for and against

32
Learners’ opinions will vary. Check that they have written arguments for and against the issue. This may be difficult for some learners who have strong opinions, but it is important that they think openly about issues although they don’t have to support them. Emphasise the importance of respecting the views of others.

Part G: Carry out research

33
Give learners time to carry out research on the topic:

It is cruel to keep animals in cages.

Learners should use newspapers, reference books and the internet. Encourage them to ask people around them for their opinions. 

Check that they write notes on their research and acknowledge their sources.

They should: 

Organise their notes into logical order. 

Evaluate the reliability of their notes.

Synthesise their notes into their own ideas. 

Part H: Write an essay

34
Use the assessment rubric in the Appendix of Assessment Toolsto assess the essays.
Appendix of Assessment Tools

Assessment rubric: Argumentative essay

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Paragraphing
	There are three clear and effective paragraphs, an introduction, middle and conclusion. The opening sentence captures the reader’s attention. The conclusion makes the reader really think. The paragraphs are linked in that one idea clearly leads to the next.
	There are three clear paragraphs. The opening sentence is quite good. The conclusion makes the reader think. The paragraphs are quite well linked in that one idea leads to the next.
	There are three paragraphs. 
	There are no clear paragraphs. 

	Vocabulary and sentence structure
	The essay includes accurate and good use of words that show the connection between ideas, a continuation of the same idea or a change of direction.
	The essay includes words that show the connection between ideas, a continuation of the same idea or a change of direction.
	The essay includes words that show connection and some that show a change of direction.
	The writer has difficulty using words that show the connection between ideas or a change in direction.

	Examples
	The essay includes very relevant and interesting examples.
	The essay includes interesting examples.
	The essay includes examples. 
	There are no examples.


