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	Learning Area:

English Home Language

	Resource Name:

English Home Language

	Assessment Exemplar Number:

EHL 9.1

	Item/s:

12

	Phase:

Senior Phase

	Grade:

9

	Tags:

Formative Assessment, adjectives, adverbs, agreeing and disagreeing, alliteration, book reviews, characterisation, complex sentences, conjunctions, fiction, metaphor, nouns, opinions, persuasive writing, plot, prepositions, pronouns, setting, simile, stories, substantiation, verbs

	Assessment Type:

Formative

	Assessment Form:

Analysis response questions, comprehension, critical response to literature, discussion, open-ended questions, punctuation exercise, structured questions

	Copyright for included material:

Hjalmar Thesen. A Deadly Presence. Claremont: David Philip. 1989. See scanned pages at end.

	Duration:

Part A: 20 minutes, Part B: 20 minutes, Part C: 20, Part D: 10 minutes, Part E: 20 minutes, Part F: 60 minutes, Part G: 30 minutes, Part H: 30 minutes, Part I: 20 minutes, Part J: 20 minutes, Part K: 20 minutes, Part L: 60 minutes.

	Learning Outcome(s) and Assessment Standard(s):

Learning Outcome 3: Reading and Viewing

The learner will be able to read and view for information and enjoyment, and respond critically to the aesthetic, cultural and emotional values in texts.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

3.1 Reads spontaneously and extensively for pleasure and information across the range of text types studied, compares personal responses, and makes motivated recommendations to others.

3.2 Reads independently, both aloud and silently, for a variety of purposes, consolidating the appropriate reading strategies developed in earlier grades.

3.6 Demonstrates understanding of the text, its purpose and its relationship to own life by analysing the development of the plot, themes, values, characters and setting.

3.7 Evaluates techniques used to create particular effects in visual, written and multimedia texts such as:

• the effectiveness of literary devices and language used.
3.9 Makes judgements about the socio-cultural, environmental and ethical values in texts, and discusses the impact on the reader and the aspects of the text which create these effects (e.g. content, language, artwork, point of view and characterisation).

Learning Outcome 4: Writing

The learner will be able to write different kinds of factual and imaginative texts for a wide range of purposes.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

	4.1 Writes a wide range of imaginative texts:

• to express imagination, ideas and feelings about self and others.

Learning Outcome 5: Thinking and Reasoning

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
5.1 Uses language to think and reason:

• applies thinking and reasoning skills in a variety of contexts across the curriculum and in personal circumstances;

• presents a counter-argument, and provides alternatives;
Learning Outcome 6: Language Structure and Use

The learner will know and be able to use the sounds, words and grammar of the language to create and interpret texts.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

6.1 Works with words:

• discusses how languages borrow words from one another, how words change meaning with time, and how new words are coined.

6.2 Works with sentences:

• identifies and uses nouns, verbs, modals, adjectives, pronouns, prepositions, conjunctions,

and articles;

• uses a variety of subordinate clauses correctly and appropriately (e.g. ‘If it rains, I will take an umbrella.’);

• uses a range of punctuation appropriately (e.g. colons, brackets to show something is in parentheses).
6.5 Develops critical language awareness, for example:

• identifies connotative meanings, denotative meanings, implied meanings and multiple meanings.

6.6 Uses meta-language (terms such as collocation, coherent, cohesive, logical, semi-colon).

	Learning Space:

Assessment

	Hyperlinks:

To be completed later.

	Number of questions for exemplar:

36

	Rating

Easy questions:

Questions 1, 10, 24, 25, 26, 27

	Medium questions:

Questions 2, 4, 5, 6,, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 28, 30, 31, 34, 35, 36 

	Difficult questions:

Questions 3, 13, 14, 15, 29, 32, 33, 


Assessment Task

Read the extract from the novel called A Deadly Presence by Hjalmar Thesen.

For the second time in his life the black leopard had known fear, and when the two-legged creatures came so close, his anger had changed swiftly to an adrenalin-triggered survival instinct that obliterated even the pain of his wounded paw. In his plunge to safety he would certainly have mauled these creatures who stalked him, for they were large and he was wary of them. Now in the cool forest he moved slowly on three legs in an unnaturally ungainly manner. 

From time to time he stopped to lick the steadily bleeding stump and after each period of licking he sat still, his injured back leg held up and away from the forest floor, listening for alien sounds. Very faintly they came to him, small false notes above the midday medley of the forest, and his ears moved and swivelled as though each sound carried its own tiny physical impact. The black leopard was hungry and thirsty and weak from loss of blood but the sounds were retreating and he was not conscious of any immediate danger beyond the pain and stiffness in his shoulder when he moved and the dull ache in his lower leg. Against the dark green of the forest undergrowth, and the checkering of grey-black shadows, his camouflage was perfect, but in the shaft of sunlight that flooded over him as he moved, lighting the jet-black hide to a gloss that was silver-tipped with shine, there was also a flash of deepest red; shoulder and back the wound was long and deep and still oozing blood. It was also dangerously out of reach of his tongue and flies hovered about him, skipping in and out of the sun shaft, small specks of green, like the cold emerald green of his eyes.

Answer the questions.

Part A: Plot

	1
	Who is the black leopard running away from?


	(1)

	2
	Why do you think the leopard is running away?


	(1)

	3
	The extract mentions that the black leopard has known fear twice. The second time is described in the extract. What do you think happened the first time that the leopard experienced fear?


	(2)

	4
	Why is the leopard’s wound described as “dangerously out of reach of his tongue”?


	(2)

	
	
	(6)


Part B: Characterisation

	5
	What word in the first paragraph describes the dangerous way in which the leopard would attack his victim?


	(1)

	6
	What word in the first paragraph describes the cautiousness of the black leopard?


	(1)

	7
	What is mentioned as being unusual about the leopard’s movement in the first paragraph?


	(1)

	8
	What word in the first paragraph describes the threatening manner of the pursuers of the black leopard?


	(1)

	9
	Describe the leopard’s wounds.


	(2)

	
	
	(6)


Part C: Setting

	10
	Where is the black leopard walking?


	(1)

	11
	Why do you think that some sounds are described as “alien”?


	(2)

	12
	Describe how the leopard fits into the environment.


	(3)

	
	
	(6)


Part D: Language
	13
	Describe the “midday medley” of a forest.


	(2)

	14
	What is the effect of the repetition of “and” in “The black leopard was hungry and thirsty and weak from loss of blood but the sounds were retreating and he was not conscious of any immediate danger beyond the pain and stiffness in his shoulder when he moved and the dull ache in his lower leg.”


	(2)

	
	
	(4)


Part E: Literary devices
	15
	Explain the metaphor in “the checkering of grey-black shadows”.


	(2)

	16
	What is the sun compared with in “shaft of sunlight”?


	(1)

	17
	Explain the simile in “flies hovered about him, skipping in and out of the sun shaft, small specks of green, like the cold emerald green of his eyes”.


	(2)

	18
	Explain the figure of speech used in “silver-tipped with shine”.


	(1)

	
	
	(6)


Part F: Personal response

19
The book A Deadly presence is an animal story. In about half a page, describe the kind of stories you enjoy, for example thrillers, adventure stories, graphic novels, fantasy, historical fiction etc. Justify your preference. In other words, give reasons why you like a particular kind of story. If possible, give some examples of this type of story. (10)
Part G: Parts of speech
	20
	Underline the nouns in the following sentence:

The black leopard was hungry and thirsty and weak from loss of blood but the sounds were retreating and he was not conscious of any immediate danger beyond the pain and stiffness in his shoulder when he moved and the dull ache in his lower leg. 

	(10)

	21
	Underline the adjectives in the following sentence:

The black leopard was hungry and thirsty and weak from loss of blood but the sounds were retreating and he was not conscious of any immediate danger beyond the pain and stiffness in his shoulder when he moved and the dull ache in his lower leg. 

	(8)

	22
	Underline the verbs in the following sentence:

The black leopard was hungry and thirsty and weak from loss of blood but the sounds were retreating and he was not conscious of any immediate danger beyond the pain and stiffness in his shoulder when he moved and the dull ache in his lower leg. 

	(4)

	23
	Underline the adverbs in the following sentence:

Now in the cool forest he moved slowly on three legs in an unnaturally ungainly manner.

	(2)

	24
	Underline the prepositions in the following sentence:

Now in the cool forest he moved slowly on three legs in an unnaturally ungainly manner.

	(3)

	25
	Underline the pronouns in the following sentence:

From time to time he stopped to lick the steadily bleeding stump and after each period of licking he sat still, his injured back leg held up and away from the forest floor, listening for alien sounds. 
	(3)

	
	
	(30)


Part H: Sentences
	26
	Underline the verbs in the following sentence:

For the second time in his life the black leopard had known fear, and when the two-legged creatures came so close, his anger had changed swiftly to an adrenalin-triggered survival instinct that obliterated even the pain of his wounded paw.

	(4)

	27
	Underline the verbs in the following sentence:

In his plunge to safety he would certainly have mauled these creatures who stalked him, for they were large and he was wary of them.

	(4)

	28
	Underline the words that separate the clauses in the following sentence:

In his plunge to safety he would certainly have mauled these creatures who stalked him, for they were large and he was wary of them.

	(3)

	29
	Divide the following sentence into its main and subordinate clauses.

The black leopard was hungry and thirsty and weak from loss of blood but the sounds were retreating and he was not conscious of any immediate danger beyond the pain and stiffness in his shoulder when he moved and the dull ache in his lower leg. 
	(4)

	
	
	(15)


Part I: Punctuation
	30
	Explain the use of the commas in the following sentence:

From time to time he stopped to lick the steadily bleeding stump and after each period of licking he sat still, his injured back leg held up and away from the forest floor, listening for alien sounds.


	(2)

	31
	Explain the use of the hyphen in the following sentence:

Against the dark green of the forest undergrowth, and the checkering of grey-black shadows, his camouflage was perfect, but in the shaft of sunlight that flooded over him as he moved, lighting the jet-black hide to a gloss that was silver-tipped with shine, there was also a flash of deepest red …


	(3)

	
	
	(5)


Part J: Connotation

Give the connotation of the underlined words.
	32
	Very faintly they came to him, small false notes above the midday medley of the forest, and his ears moved and swivelled as though each sound carried its own tiny physical impact.


	(3)

	33
	It was also dangerously out of reach of his tongue and flies hovered about him, skipping in and out of the sun shaft, small specks of green, like the cold emerald green of his eyes.


	(3)

	
	
	(6)


Part K: Vocabulary

	34
	Look at how “triggered” is used as an adjective in the following sentence.

For the second time in his life the black leopard had known fear, and when the two-legged creatures came so close, his anger had changed swiftly to an adrenalin-triggered survival instinct that obliterated even the pain of his wounded paw.

Use the word “trigger” in three different sentences as a noun, a verb and an adjective. You can use different forms of the word if necessary.


	(3)

	35
	Look at how “wounded” is used as an adjective in the following sentence.

For the second time in his life the black leopard had known fear, and when the two-legged creatures came so close, his anger had changed swiftly to an adrenalin-triggered survival instinct that obliterated even the pain of his wounded paw.

Use the word “wound” in three different sentences as a noun, a verb and an adjective. You can use different forms of the word if necessary.
	(3)

	
	
	(6)


Part L: Counter-argument

36
Read the following opinion on wild leopards in South Africa. Write a counter-argument and provide alternative solutions to the problem of wild leopards.

Leopards are dangerous animals. They can kill humans and animals. They should be exterminated in the wild. Any surviving leopards should be trapped and moved to game reserves which have been created for wild animals. There they should be caged in by strong fences so that they do not pose a threat to humans or animals. They can provide a tourist attraction in the parks. 

Leopards create problems for farmers. They kill their stock and eat it. The stock belongs to the farmers and not the leopards. Farmers lose huge amounts of money each year from leopard killings. This is often hard-earned money. Leopards do not belong in cultivated areas. These areas are for occupation by humans engaged in farming. 

The forests that are inhabited by leopards should be chopped down. In this way their habitat will be destroyed. The forest land should be ploughed and replaced with agricultural produce grown for human consumption. Poverty and hunger are serious problems in South Africa. We need to grow as much food as possible and therefore every bit of wild land should be brought under the control of farmers. 

Suggested Solutions

Part A: Plot

	1
	The black leopard is running away from humans, referred to as two-legged creatures.
	(1)

	2
	He came into close contact with humans and had to leap away or “plunge to safety”.
	(1)

	3
	The first time he experienced fear must have been when he was wounded. 
	(2)

	4
	When he licks his wound he cleans it. If he can’t get to the wound with his tongue, then it will get dirty.
	(2)

	
	
	(6)


Part B: Characterisation

	5
	mauled
	(1)

	6
	wary
	(1)

	7
	He is walking slowly on three legs and looks “ungainly” or clumsy. 
	(1)

	8
	stalked
	(1)

	9
	The leopard’s back or lower leg is injured. He also has a long and deep wound along his shoulder and back.
	(2)

	
	
	(6)


Part C: Setting

	10
	He is walking in the cool forest.
	(1)

	11
	The alien sounds would be those of his pursuers, the humans from whom he is running. They are described as being “out of place” and “false” in the forest environment, which is inhabited by animals.
	(2)

	12
	His camouflage is described as being “perfect” in the “checkering of grey-black shadows”. His colouring also blends into the “dark green of the forest undergrowth”. He himself is described as being a black leopard, which is unusual. In the sunshine, his coat is described as “jet-black” and “silver-tipped”.
	(3)

	
	
	(6)


Part D: Language
	13
	The midday medley might consist of bird and insect sounds. The birds would be singing and chirping and the insects would be humming and chirruping. 
	(2)

	14
	The repetition of “and” emphasises the woes of the black leopard. He is wounded, hungry and thirsty – he doesn’t just suffer from one thing but from three things.
	(2)

	
	
	(4)


Part E: Literary devices
	15
	The shadows of the forest are being compared with a checker board which is made up of black and white squares. The forest is dappled/spotted in a similar way.
	(2)

	16
	The sun is compared with a pipe or tunnel or pole sticking into the forest.
	(1)

	17
	The flies are compared with the leopard’s emerald green eyes.
	(2)

	18
	The figure of speech is alliteration. The “s” sound is repeated.
	(1)

	
	
	(6)


Part F: Personal response

19
Learners’ responses will vary. 







         (10)
Part G: Parts of speech
	20
	The black leopard was hungry and thirsty and weak from loss of blood but the sounds were retreating and he was not conscious of any immediate danger beyond the pain and stiffness in his shoulder when he moved and the dull ache in his lower leg. 
	(10)

	21
	The black leopard was hungry and thirsty and weak from loss of blood but the sounds were retreating and he was not conscious of any immediate danger beyond the pain and stiffness in his shoulder when he moved and the dull ache in his lower leg. 
	(8)

	22
	The black leopard was hungry and thirsty and weak from loss of blood but the sounds were retreating and he was not conscious of any immediate danger beyond the pain and stiffness in his shoulder when he moved and the dull ache in his lower leg. 
	(4)

	23
	Now in the cool forest he moved slowly on three legs in an unnaturally ungainly manner.
	(2)

	24
	Now in the cool forest he moved slowly on three legs in an unnaturally ungainly manner.
	(3)

	25
	From time to time he stopped to lick the steadily bleeding stump and after each period of licking he sat still, his injured back leg held up and away from the forest floor, listening for alien sounds. 
	(3)

	
	
	(30)


Part H: Sentences
	26
	For the second time in his life the black leopard had known fear, and when the two-legged creatures came so close, his anger had changed swiftly to an adrenalin-triggered survival instinct that obliterated even the pain of his wounded paw.
	(4)

	27
	In his plunge to safety he would certainly have mauled these creatures who stalked him, for they were large and he was wary of them.
	(4)

	28
	In his plunge to safety he would certainly have mauled these creatures who stalked him, for they were large and he was wary of them.
	(3)

	29
	The black leopard was hungry and thirsty and weak from loss of blood / 

but the sounds were retreating / 

and he was not conscious of any immediate danger beyond the pain and stiffness in his shoulder / 

when he moved and the dull ache in his lower leg.  
	(4)

	
	
	(15)


Part I: Punctuation
	30
	The commas separate the clauses in the sentence.
	(2)

	31
	The adjectives grey and black are joined by the hyphen. The leopard’s hide is described as being “jet-black”, in other words blacker than black. The gloss of his hide is described as “silver-tipped”, in other words, not completely silver. In all three cases the common adjectives are hyphenated to create new and more interesting adjectives. In each case the hyphen is used to coin a new word. 
	(3)

	
	
	(5)


Part J: Connotation

Give the connotation of the underlined words.
	32
	“False” suggests that the sounds do not belong in the forest, they are out of place. Swivelled suggests that his ears have a life of their own, they can move around.

Impact suggests that the sound hurt him, they have an impact on him.
	(3)

	33
	“Hovered” suggests that the flies won’t leave him alone. They know that they can feast on his wound.

“Skipping” suggests the playfulness of the flies. They know that they can fly in and out of the wound without being harmed.

“Cold” suggest the wildness of the leopard. Its eyes shut it off from humans by their lack of communication.
	(3)

	
	
	(6)


Part K: Vocabulary

	34
	Learners’ answers will vary but should correctly use the word as a noun, verb and adjective. The sentences should also show understanding of the meaning of the word.
	(3)

	35
	Learners’ answers will vary but should correctly use the word as a noun, verb and adjective. The sentences should also show understanding of the meaning of the word.
	(3)

	
	
	(6)


Part L: Counter-argument

36
Use the assessment checklist in the Appendix of Assessment Tools to assess the counter-arguments.

Appendix of Assessment Tools

Assessment Checklist: Counter-argument 
	
	The learner has:
	Yes
	No

	1
	· presented a counter-argument.
	
	

	2
	· addressed each of the issues raised in the text.
	
	

	3
	· provided alternative ways of dealing with leopards.
	
	

	4
	· written persuasively.
	
	

	5
	· used language to think and reason.
	
	

	6
	· used correct grammar.
	
	

	7
	· used correct spelling.
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