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Learning Outcome 3: Reading and Viewing
The learner will be able to read and view for information and enjoyment, and respond critically to the aesthetic, cultural and emotional values in texts.

Assessment Standard
We know this when the learner:

3.1 Reads different kinds of stories and factual texts.
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Questions 1.1, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 4
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Questions 1,2, 3.4, 5


Assessment Task 
Read the following story and then answer the questions.
The Longest Moment in my Life
I am an orphan who lost her parents at the tender age of four years. That is how my story started. 
I was taken in by my aunt who really did not want me; I had been dumped on her hands. She tried her best to pretend that she loved me but the truth always comes out. I always noticed that I was not welcome so I tried to do my best by keeping a low profile around her. That was just to make her feel comfortable and at home in her own house.

In my culture, every growing girl at the age of twelve years has to be initiated to become a woman. The Human Rights organisation in my village tried its best to oppose this practice but the traditional leaders’ voices were louder than the educated colleagues who were said to be oppressed by the coming of the European culture. It was now about time for me to undergo that ritual.

I always talked to my God about this situation, so I was relying on only faith and trust in God. It was a dark cloudy evening when I heard a knock at my door. It was my aunt. She told me to prepare for this ritual which was going to be performed two days later. She believed that all girls were not women until this ritual was performed. I tried to argue but then she looked at me with a tough expression; her eyes squinted at me as though I had killed her better half. I even heard her teeth grind together. 
The following day, I was taken to a group of elderly women. They were all black ,fat, sweaty Africans. Thank God, I was not alone. I was with the other girls who were going through this ritual with me. To my surprise, I was the only one who was really depressed and against it. 
The rest could not wait to get there and be treated like women.

We were taken into a room where we were starved for two days. The only source of a cool breeze was a small hole just enough for one to pass a plate and water through. I tried my best to dig a tunnel but all in vain. After staying in this room, we were taken out. The sun looked brighter than ever. The wind was cold.

In the evening, we were taken to the bush; it was green everywhere, and the trees were taller than tall. At this point, my blood went cold and all I could see was a knife through me. My adrenaline rose and I just had to think of something to do. 
Time came for me to be circumcised. My face was filled with sweat droplets, and my body was like a running tap. I then tried out my plan. I ran screaming ,”Snake!” No one was scared. They just said, “She’s running.” I was surrounded by a crowd of rowdy villagers all with knives. Tears came out of my eyes and my blood grew cold. This was the last of me!

Questions
1.1
Who took the writer in, when she lost her parents?





(1)
1.2
Why do you think she did this, if she did not want the writer to live with her?

(2)

2.
How did the writer try to behave in the house? Why?




(2)

3.
There are two points of view about the ritual for a girl to become a woman.

3.1
Explain the Human Rights organisation’s view.





(1)

3.2
Explain the traditional leaders’ point of view.






(1)

3.3
How does the writer feel about it? 







(1)

3.4
Why do you think she feels this way?






(1)

3.5
How do all the other girls feel about it? Why?





(2)

4.
How does the writer try to get away?







(1)

5.
With whom do you sympathise in this story? Why?





(3)
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Suggested Solutions

1.1
The writer’s aunt









(1)

1.2
Probably, in her culture (, the relatives must take in an orphaned child. (


(2)

2.
She tried not to draw attention to herself, ( so that her aunt could feel comfortable in her own home. (










(2)

3.1
The Human Rights organisation opposes the ritual.





(1)

3.2
The traditional leaders support the ritual.






(1)

3.3
She is afraid/she does not want it to happen.





(1)

3.4
She probably fears the pain: she mentions knives often in the story.


(1)

3.5
The other girls are eager for it to happen ( because they will then be women. (

(2)

4.
She screams that she sees a snake and hopes to escape.




(1)

5.
Open. The learners may support the traditional views or the views of the human rights’ organisation; they may sympathise with the girl or her aunt or the other girls. Give the marks for the reasons the learners provide. Mark globally.




(3)
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