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Learning Outcome 3: Reading and Viewing
The learner will be able to read and view for information and enjoyment, and respond critically to the aesthetic, cultural and emotional values in texts.

Assessment Standards
We know this when the learner:

3.3 Reads and responds to social texts (e.g. personal letters, notices):

• identifies purpose, audience and context;

• describes features of the type of text being read (e.g. a personal letter).

Learning Outcome 5: Thinking and Reasoning
The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
5.2 Uses language for thinking.
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Assessment Task 

Read the following letter and then answer the questions:
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2 January 2008

Dear Mariam

How are you getting on? I hope that you are regaining strength after that horrible illness and I also pray that the almighty God may relieve you of your burdens.

I know it is very hard, taking care of the children alone now that your husband is gone.

I urge you to have courage and tolerance because God put you in such a situation and God alone will bring you out of it. If it makes you feel any better, I will let you know that just yesterday I spoke to a lawyer. He said that your husband had no right to leave you and your family in such a helpless state. If you are willing to come to town for a few days, I will help you settle this issue in court. Do not worry about the costs for I am prepared to undertake them.

Lastly, Mary and I had a bouncing baby boy a month ago. We were disappointed that you didn’t come to the baptism. His name is John. We thought naming him after your father, Uncle John Mansolo, would be the best way to remember your father. 

We will keep on praying for you. Hope to hear from you soon.

Forever yours

Ham

1.
What has been happening to Mariam?






(3)

2.1
Why is Ham writing to Mariam?







(4)
2.2
Ham says that he was disappointed that Mariam never came to the baptism. Is he being 
fair? Why do you think this?
2.3
Describe the relationship between Ham and Mariam.




(2)
3.1
Why does Ham start with a question?
3.2
Do you think “forever yours” is a good way to end this letter? Why do you say so?

(2)
3.3
How would you have ended this letter?






(1)

4.
How do you think Mariam would feel on receiving this letter? Write down her thoughts in 
2–3 sentences.










(3)
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Suggested Solutions

1.
She has been very sick. Her husband has left her and she is looking after the children by herself.










(3)
2.1
He wants to express his concern after her illness ( and to try to help her as regards her husband ( (he offers to pay a lawyer to sue her husband().
He also wants to tell her the news of the baby’s birth. (








(4)

2.2
This does not seem fair at all: she is struggling all by herself with the children and she has been very ill.










(3)

2.3
Any reasonable answer. The learner must make 2 points, e.g., They must be close as Ham knows all of Mariam’s problems and he expected to see her at the baptism. Ham seems kind and loving. Does he also seem selfish and more concerned about his own affairs than Mariam’s? Miriam’s father is Ham’s uncle.






(2)
3.1
The question makes it seem as if Ham is concerned about Mariam and starts by establishing contact. Any reasonable suggestion.







(1)

3.2
Any reasonable suggestion, backed up with argument. e.g., This sounds quite odd, almost old-fashioned and rather lover-like, which does not seem to suit the friendship between the sender and the recipient.








(2)
3.3
Any reasonable suggestion e.g., Your friend/Your cousin/Fond regards/ Best regards
(1)

4.
Award the marks on the learner’s ability to empathise with Mariam and the understanding shown of the letter. For example, Mariam might feel very relieved to have support and might want to go to town to see Ham and the lawyer, especially if Ham is kind enough to pay all the costs.  











(3)
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