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Learning Outcome 3: Reading and Viewing
The learner will be able to read and view for information and enjoyment, and respond critically to the aesthetic, cultural and emotional values in texts.

Assessment Standards
We know this when the learner:

3.2 Understands some elements of poetry (e.g. simile, rhythm), and understands some of the terms used to describe this language (e.g. simile).

Learning Outcome 5: Thinking and Reasoning
The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
5.2 Uses language for thinking.
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Assessment Task 

Read the following poem and then answer the questions:
A newly-born calf
A newly-born calf

is like oven-baked bread

steaming under a cellophane cover.

The cow cuts

the shiny coat

as a child would

lick a toffee

with a tongue as pink as

the sole of a foot.

The calf sways on its legs

filled with jelly and custard

instead of bones and marrow;

and it totters

to suck the teats

of its mother’s udder.




—Oswald Mbuyiseni Mtshali
Questions
1.
Do you think the observer likes the sight of the newly-born calf?  Why do you say this?
(3)

2.1
Which figure of speech does the writer use to describe the newly-born calf (lines 2–3)?
(1)

2.2
Do you think this is a good comparison? Explain.





(3)

3.
In what ways is the cow licking the calf the same as a child licking a toffee?

(2)

4.
How do we know that the calf is not yet steady on its feet? Quote a phrase of five words and two verbs.










(3)

5.
Not many people who live in cities have seen a calf being born. Do you think this poem has given such a person 
a good idea of what it is like? Explain why you say this.

(3)
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Suggested Solutions

1.
Open. It is most likely that he does. He describes the calf and the mother with affection and appreciation, and sympathy.
1 m = yes/no. 2 marks for reasons



(3)

2.1
simile











(1)

2.2
The simile is effective because it conveys the sight of the calf under the membrane; the heat of the calf as it comes from the cow’s body; the sense of the calf as being ‘ready’ to be born the way that bread is ready and is then taken from the oven. The image evokes the sense of touch (heat, steaming). Any THREE points





(3)

3.
The child and the cow both would be delicate and sensitive, the cow peeling away the membrane and the child enjoying the toffee. Any TWO points



(2)

4.
“filled with jelly and custard” “sways” “totters”.





(3)

5.
Open. This is effective because it provides the sight and experience of the calf’s birth, as well as something of the relationship between the cow and its calf. 1 mark = yes/no. 2 marks for substantiation.








(3)
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