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Learning Outcome 3: Reading and Viewing
The learner will be able to read and view for information and enjoyment, and respond critically to the aesthetic, cultural and emotional values in texts.

Assessment Standards
We know this when the learner:

3.1 Reads a text (fiction or non-fiction):

• with fiction, demonstrates an understanding of character, plot and setting.
Learning Outcome 5: Thinking and Reasoning
The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

5.2 Uses language for thinking.
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Assessment Task 
Read this passage adapted from the novel Love, David by Dianne Case 

   During the day, I would play in the field behind our house. I would lie in the grass and pick up all the little insects that I could find and put them in an empty coffee tin.  When there was a little breeze blowing, I would lie flat on my back and watch the clouds. They reminded me of people.  I could see a mother with her children. There were many women clouds. Every so often they would pause for a little chat.  

   At times, an aeroplane would come past. I would close my eyes and lie perfectly still. It would be war. The enemy was approaching. At once I jumped up and grabbed a stick. That was my gun. Carefully, I moved through the tall, dry grass until they could no longer see me.

   Bang! Bang! Bang! I shot the enemy out of the sky.

   I want to be a madam one day. I’ll have a real house with electric lights and a bathroom and running water in the house and a beautiful garden outside.

   Sometimes, I was lucky enough to be taken for rides in the waentjie although it was really for Baby.

Questions
1.
Refer to paragraph 1

1.1
What two things does the child do?







(2)

1.2
What does each activity tell you about the child’s character?
2 x 2


(4)

2.
Refer to paragraph 2
2.1
How does the child respond to the passing of an aeroplane?



(2)

2.2
What does this game tell you about the child’s character?




(2)

3.
Refer to paragraph 4

3.1
What is the child’s ambition?








(2)

3.2
What does this paragraph tell you about the child’s background?



(2)

4.
Refer to the whole passage.
4.1
Why is the field an important place for the child?





(2)

4.2
Write 2–3 sentences about the child’s character, summing up everything you know.
(2)

5.
How do you think the story might develop from here?




(2)
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Suggested Solutions

1.1
The child collects insects and puts them in an empty coffee tin. The child looks at the clouds and imagines them as people.






(2)

1.2
Any reasonable suggestion



E.g., the child is typical in that most children like a ‘gogga-box’; they find living things interesting and want to watch them. The child is imaginative; she makes up stories about the clouds. 2 x 2









(4)

2.1
The child immediately makes the plane part of a war game; she grabs a stick for a gun, stalks the enemy and kills them.







(2)

2.2
The child likes to be assertive and imagine herself as part of a violent scene.

(2)

3.1
She wants to be madam and have a proper house, electricity, water, a garden.

(2)

3.2
The suggestion is that the child is not white, but she longs for the things whites have like well-built houses and electricity and running water. The implication is that she comes from a deprived background where none of these are present.




(2)

4.1
The field is where she is free to play and imagine and exercise; she has rides in the waentjie, she plays games.








(2)

4.2
The child does not fit into a typical girl/boy category. Her games around the clouds are about mothers and children, but she also likes to play war games. She has a balance of homely and aggressive characteristics.  She is imaginative (all the games). She is also ambitious; she feels deprived and wants something better.
(Mark globally)

(2)

5.
Any reasonable suggestion, e.g., the child might go to school; she might meet someone 
in the field; she might interact with the people who give her rides; we might meet her 
family.











(2)
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