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Learning Outcome 1: Listening
The learner will be able to listen for information and enjoyment, and respond appropriately and critically in a wide range of situations.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

1.2 Understands oral texts (e.g. poems, radio plays):

• answers questions of growing complexity;

• identifies point of view;

Learning Outcome 5: Thinking and Reasoning
The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
5.2 Uses language for thinking.

	Learning Space:  
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9

	Easy questions:
Question 1.1, 1.2, 4.1
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Question 2.1, 2.2, 3.1

	Difficult questions:

Question 2.3, 3.2, 4.2


Assessment Task 
Listening to a radio drama
Listen to the radio drama and then answer the questions.

Here is the text of the radio drama which you will read to the learners:
Tommy – Whose Mother Couldn’t Love Him
MUSIC: “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”
ANNOUNCER: The Doorway to Life is a happy childhood! To help you find this doorway for your child, the Columbia Broadcasting System invites you to listen to the case of Tommy, age six. “Tommy – Whose Mother Couldn’t Love Him”!

(MUSIC ... BRIDGE ... OUT)

SOUND: (DOOR OPENS AND CLOSES ... FOOTSTEPS ... MAN SETTLES IN CHAIR)

FATHER: (GROANS, SIGHS) Hey, Tommy!

TOMMY: Yes, Daddy?

FATHER: Hey, Tommy, go get me a wet towel!

TOMMY: What's the matter, Daddy? You drunk again?

FATHER: (SNAPS AT HIM) Go get that towel, I tell you!

TOMMY: (IN FEAR) I'm getting it, Daddy.

SOUND: (TOMMY'S FOOTSTEPS AWAY)

FATHER: (MOANS) Uh, ooh, my head. (CALLS) Hurry up there, Tommy! I'm burning up!

SOUND: (TOMMY'S FOOTSTEPS RETURN)

TOMMY: Here, Daddy. I made it good and wet.

FATHER: (IN RELIEF) Aw, Tommy. You really know how to take care of your Daddy. I always say, you're the only decent one in the whole family.

TOMMY: Why didn’t you come home, Daddy? I’ve been waiting every day for you.

FATHER: Yeah?

MOTHER: So, you found your way home, Tom Kekana. I was hoping I’d be rid of you for good this time.

FATHER: Aw, shut up. Don’t start your nagging. Ah, go on, get out of here. Both of you.

KATLEGO: Mama? Mama, did you ask Daddy if HE took my silver bracelet?

FATHER: Oh, what’s she talking about?

MOTHER: You know what’s she talking about. And what about the clock? I suppose you sold that, too. Is that where you got the money for a three day bath?

FATHER: Aw, don’t worry, don’t worry, you’ll get your clock back. Kid’ll get a bracelet, too. I got plenty of money, plenty of money.

MOTHER: Mm, don’t talk so big. When they catch up with you this time, it won't be for six months. A fine father YOU are – steals his own kid's bracelet!

TOMMY: Mom, please don’t fight! Daddy couldn’t help it!

MOTHER: Tommy, you shut up and get out of here! You’re just like father, a good-for-nothing!

TOMMY: He’s NOT a good-for-nothing! Don’t you say?
SOUND: (MOTHER SLAPS TOMMY)

MOTHER: Don't talk back to me!

FATHER: Hey, take your hands off of him! Come over to me, Tommy. I won’t let that old witch hit you.

TOMMY: You’re just an old witch! That’s what YOU are!

MOTHER: “Old witch,” is it? Well, I’ll show you!

SOUND: (MOTHER SPANKS TOMMY REPEATEDLY WHO KEEPS SAYING “OW!”)

MOTHER: (DURING SPANKING) You’re gonna be just like your father – a no good drunk! You look like him! You act like him! You’re just a second Tom Kekana!

FATHER: Keep your hands off of him! If you don’t, I'll – Stop hitting him!

MOTHER: (STILL SPANKING) You should have had more of this when YOU were a kid!

FATHER: Don’t! Don’t! Leave him alone!

SOUND: (SCUFFLE)

TOMMY: Stop it, Daddy! Don’t you dare hit Mama!

FATHER: For the last time!

TOMMY: Don’t!

MOTHER: Stop! Stop! Tom! Let go! (SCREAMS)

FATHER: I'll show you!

SOUND: (HITS MOTHER WHO FALLS TO FLOOR)

MOTHER: (GROANS IN PAIN, WEEPS) Just like you! Knock a woman down!

SOUND: (KNOCK AT THE DOOR, DOOR OPENS)

Questions
1.1
The father has not come home for days. Where has he been?



(2)

1.2
Where does the father find the money to buy alcohol? 




(2)
2.1
How does Tommy feel when his mother starts criticising his father? How do you know?
(2)

2.2
How does Tommy feel when his father hits his mother? How do you know?

(2)
2.3
What are your feelings towards Tommy in this situation?  Give a reason for your answer.
(2)

3.1
How does Tommy’s mother react when he defends his father? How do you know?
(3)
3.2
Do you think the mother should react like this?  Explain.




(3)
4.1
What sounds do you hear at the end of the piece?





(2)

4.2
Who do you think is about to come in?  Give a reason for your answer.


(2)
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Suggested Solutions

1.1
The father has been drunk(, so he might have been in a bar, a shebeen, or on the streets(.










(2)

1.2
The father is stealing from his family: ( a clock from the home and a silver bracelet from his daughter.
(









(2)

2.1
Tommy feels bad about his father/he feels sorry for him(; he defends him and makes excuses for him(.









(2)

2.2
Tommy is angry with his father. ( He tells him not to hit his mother. (


(2)

2.3
Any reasonable suggestion, e.g., The listener feels sorry for the child, trapped in a situation where he loves both parents and wants them both to behave properly but where they are fighting and violent. ((








(2)

3.1
Tommy’s mother first slaps him and then gives him a hiding. ( We hear the sounds of the slap and the blows of the hiding( and Tommy is screaming “ow” through it all. (

(3)

3.2
Any reasonable answer, e.g., She should not do this because she is taking out her frustrations and anger on the child. She does not accept that Tommy defends both his parents from the other one; he is just trying to bring peace.




(3)

4.1
There is a knock on the door and the door opens.





(2)

4.2
Any reasonable suggestion ( with a valid reason. ( E.g., the police have arrived because the noise of the argument has reached the neighbours and they have called the police.
(2)
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