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Learning Outcome 3
: READING AND VIEWING

The learner will be able to read and view for information and enjoyment, and respond critically to the aesthetic, cultural and emotional values in texts.
Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Reads aloud and silently for a variety of purposes consolidating the appropriate reading strategies developed in earlier grades.

■ Shows understanding of information texts.
■ Demonstrates understanding of the text.
■ Reflects on and discusses own skills as a reader. 

Learning Outcome 4; WRITING

The learner will be able to write different kinds of factual and imaginative texts for a wide range of purposes.

We know this when the learner:

■ Produces a range of factual written and multimodal texts (texts using print and images) for various purposes, using a range of visual, and design elements where appropriate by means of recounts of events, research project reports, pamphlets, posters, and book reviews.

■ Demonstrates basic skills in a range of features of writing appropriate to the text type. 

■ Uses the writing process collaboratively and independently to generate texts:

• selects and explores topics through brainstorming, using mind maps and lists;

• uses increasingly complex texts as models;

• plans and develops topic using relevant information from other sources;

• organises ideas coherently in logical order to produce first drafts;

• reflects on multiple drafts considering purpose, audience, language usage, bias, complex organisation and a few simple elements of style, and revises appropriately;

• critically reflects on own and peers’ writing and makes recommendations, showing sensitivity to

the rights and feelings of others;

• proofreads and corrects draft by applying knowledge of language in context appropriate for the grade;

• publishes final product, paying attention to creative presentation and varied elements of design.

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment Task 

SURVEY
Find out how many of your peers have a cellphone or ipod, go on mxit or facebook, have a computer at home with internet access. Find out how much time they spend using these various technologies. Draw conclusions about access to technology in your class and the amount of time devoted to this.
Writing up the project:  

Bring your notes to class and write up your information.

You will present your investigation in the form of a table and a paragraph. Your report may be no more than 150 words.

You must include all your notes as part of the project. Label your notes APPENDIX A.

You will be assessed according to the following rubric:

Rubric to assess survey

	Content/Research


	Excellent
	Very Good
	Good
	Average
	Poor
	Very Weak

	All members of the class interviewed.

Notes taken. Information written up in the form of a table. All details included.  Length correct.
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3-2
	1

	
	5
	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Questions:

clear, elicit the information required, detailed
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Language and Style in conclusions
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Grammar, spelling and punctuation correct

Paragraphs well structured, use of sentences and paragraphs


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Presentation
	3
	
	2
	
	1
	

	Neatness (handwriting, blue pen, headings)


	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL: 20
	
	
	
	
	
	


Suggested Solutions 

SURVEY: TECHNOLOGY IN GRADE 8 U
The following questions were asked of each member of Grade 8 U:

	1. Which of the following do you have:
cellphone

ipod

computer at home with internet access
	

	2. Do you use mxit

go on facebook?
	

	3. How much time a week do you spend using the technologies listed above?
	 less than 5 hours
	5-8 hours
	9-11 hours
	12-14 hours
	15-18 hours
	19-21 hours
	22-25 hours
	more than 25 hours


FINDINGS

	1. Learners who have

cellphone

ipod

computer at home with internet access
	25

10

18



	2. Do you use mxit 

go on facebook?
	25

25

	3. How much time a week do you spend using the technologies listed above?
	 less than 5 hours

0
	5-8 hours

0
	9-11 hours

5
	12-14 hours

4
	15-18 hours

10
	19-21 hours

4
	22-25 hours

0
	more than 25 hours

2


CONCLUSIONS
Every member of the class has a cellphone and all go on mxit and facebook.  Most of the learners have access to a computer at home that has access to the internet.  Those who do not have a computer at home use the school’s computers

The majority of learners spend more than 15 hours a week on their cellphones, on mxit or facebook. Two learners spend more than 25 hours a week using these technologies. No one spends less than 9 hours.

Many of the learners asked why we weren’t also counting the time spent playing computer games, so this means that the learners are spending much more time on their computers than it appears.

Appendix of Assessment Tools 
Rubric to assess survey

	Content/Research


	Excellent
	Very Good
	Good
	Average
	Poor
	Very Weak

	All members of the class interviewed.

Notes taken. Information written up in the form of a table. All details included.  Length correct.
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3-2
	1

	
	5
	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Questions:

clear, elicit the information required, detailed
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Language and Style in conclusions
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Grammar, spelling and punctuation correct

Paragraphs well structured, use of sentences and paragraphs


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Presentation
	3
	
	2
	
	1
	

	Neatness (handwriting, blue pen, headings)


	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL: 20
	
	
	
	
	
	


