Educator and Tagging Information

	Learning Area:

Languages

	Resource Name:  

English Home Language

	Assessment Exemplar Number:

EHL8.115

	Item/s:

1

	Phase: 

Senior Phase 

	Grade:

8

	Tags:

Reading skills, comprehension, Summative Assessment

	Assessment Type:

Summative

	Assessment Form/s:

Test


	Copyright for included material: 
Cape Argus http://www.iol.co.za/index.php?set_id=1&click_id=29&art_id=nw20090718062325402C716420


	Duration:
30 minutes

	Learning Outcome(s) and Assessment Standard(s):

Learning Outcome 3: READING AND VIEWING

The learner will be able to read and view for information and enjoyment, and respond critically to the aesthetic, cultural and emotional values in texts.
Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Reads aloud and silently for a variety of purposes consolidating the appropriate reading strategies developed in earlier grades.

■ Discusses the purpose, audience and context of a text.

■ Shows understanding of information texts.
■ Explains how key features and the organisation of different types of texts contribute to how the text functions.
■ Demonstrates understanding of the text, its purpose and its relationship to own life. 

■ Analyses techniques used to create particular effects in visual, written and multimedia texts. 

■ Responds critically to texts.
■ Discusses socio-cultural, environmental and ethical issues contained in texts and identifies the aspects of texts which carry the values related to them. 

■ Reflects on and discusses own skills as a reader. 
Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
Learning Outcome 6: LANGUAGE STRUCTURE AND USE

The learner will know and be able to use the sounds, words and grammar of the

language to create and interpret texts.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

■ Develops awareness and use of style:

• uses a variety of sentence lengths and analyses sentence types;

• distinguishes between formal and informal language and uses an appropriate style in

writing and speaking;

• uses idioms and idiomatic expressions appropriately and creatively.
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Assessment 

	Hyperlinks: 

To be completed later. 

	Number of questions for exemplar:

12

	Rating:

Easy questions:
Question 2.3, 2.4, 6.1

	Medium questions:

Question 1.1, 2., 2.2

	Difficult questions:
Question 1.2, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1


Assessment Task 

Read the article below, taken from the Cape Argus, and answer the questions on it.
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	Otisfield, Maine - The folks of Otisfield are so fond of their lone public mailbox that they blocked it with a snow machine and a backhoe to prevent the Postal Service from taking it away in the gloom of night. Town officials also threatened to chain themselves to the blue box if necessary.

The box is still there, for now at least. But it's probably a losing battle.

The familiar blue street-corner mailbox is going the way of the pay phone. More than 188,000 boxes nationwide have been removed this decade as e-mail, online bill-paying and Internet catalogues cause a drop-off in the volume of mail handled by the Postal Service.


This town of 1 700 people 56km from Portland doesn't have a post office. It doesn't even have its own ZIP code. And it isn't about to give up its mailbox without a fight.

"It's the town of Otisfield's post office," said Marianne Izzo-Morin, the town's administrative assistant. "We can't buy stamps there, but we can put mail in there and know it'll be delivered."

On June 30, a notice reading "This Box Will be Removed From Service in 10 Days" was taped to the box outside Town Hall. Postal officials said the box gets only six pieces of mail a day on average, far below the 25-letter threshold that makes a mailbox worth the money.

But when a postal worker showed up to remove the box this week, Izzo-Morin and the town clerk blocked his way and prevented him from taking it away. Izzo-Morin was also prepared to padlock herself to the box. And the town's road commissioner blocked the box with heavy-duty machinery so it couldn't be removed while folks were asleep.

Izzo-Morin has also called state legislators and contacted Maine's US senators (alas, via email). And a "Save Our US Mailbox" sign was put up outside Town Hall.

The Postal Service decided to leave the box for now, pending further review.

The Postal Service has been removing the boxes nationally at the rate of more than 60 per day this decade. As of Wednesday, 176 936 remained, said spokesperson Sue Brennan. The agency projects it will handle fewer than 180 billion pieces of mail this year, down from 213 billion pieces two years ago as people increasingly turn to other means of communication and other shipping services.

The Postal Service said putting the boxes out to pasture saves money because it doesn't have to paint or otherwise maintain them or pay somebody to pick up the mail in them.

"Removal of underused blue collection boxes has become fairly routine, unfortunately, because it makes good sense," said Tom Rizzo, a postal spokesperson in Maine.

Postal officials say people can send their mail from their homes and businesses, or use other boxes. But some people don't like to leave letters in their mailbox for fear of theft.

Critics from Maine to California have decried the removal of the boxes. The people of Otisfield, though, have taken the protests to a whole new level.

"I haven't heard anything as spirited as people willing to chain themselves to a box," Brennan said.

Izzo-Morin said she doesn't think the Postal Service will save money by removing Otisfield's mailbox. It is just 60cm away from the town government's mailbox, and every morning around 10, a mail carrier drives up, puts mail in the town mailbox and then unlocks the blue box and takes mail away.

"We've timed her and it takes less than a minute," Izzo-Morin said.

Judy Hall, who uses the Otisfield mailbox a couple of times a week, said she and other residents don't feel safe putting their mail into home mailboxes along the town's winding country roads, where they can fall victim to snowplows or baseball bat-wielding vandals. If the Otisfield box is removed, she will have to drive eight kilometres to the nearest one.

"One mailbox," Hall said as she deposited a couple of bills into the box this week. "It's not a big deal, you would think." - Sapa-AP


Questions

1.1
Identify and name the figure of speech used in the headline.



(2)

1.2
Why do you think the editor used this figure of speech?




(1)

2.
Refer to paragraph 3.

2.1
Explain: The familiar blue street-corner mailbox is going the way of the pay phone.
(2)

2.2
Account for this happening.








(2)

2.3
Why do the postal officials want to remove the blue postbox?



(2)

2.4
Why do the residents want it to stay?







(2)

3.
Refer to paragraph 8.

3.1
Describe the tone of: (alas, via email)






(1)

3.2
What is ironic about the fact that Izzo-Morin used e-mail?




(2)

4.
Refer to paragraph 11.

4.1
Explain the idiom: to put out to pasture.






(1)

4.2
Use the phrase in a literal way in a sentence of your own.




(1)

5.
Refer to paragraph 15.

5.1
What is the tone of “spirited”?  Give a reason for your answer.



(2)

6.
Refer to paragraph 19.

6.1
Rewrite the following in more formal English:  "It's not a big deal, you would think."
(2)

[20]
Suggested Solutions






1.1
Passionate about the Post: alliteration.






(2)

1.2
The editor wants to draw the reader’s attention and using alliteration might do this.













(1)

2.1
Pay phones have disappeared and now post boxes are disappearing, too.


(2)

2.2
People have cell phones.  People use e-mail. The payphones and mail boxes are no longer necessary.










(2)

2.3
It costs money to maintain (1) and to employ someone to empty (1).


(2)

2.4
They love their post box. They see it as replacing the post office – which they don’t have.












(2)

3.1
Sad, possibly mocking








(1)

3.2
Izzo-Morin is fighting for the post box to be left (1) but she herself uses e-mail. (1)

(2)

4.1
To put out to pasture:  Informal To retire or compel to retire from work or a full workload. 













(1)

4.2
Any suitable sentence that uses put out to pasture meaning to herd (grazing animals) into grazing land. An old horse is put out to pasture when it no longer has to do work.









(1)

5.1
The tone could be admiring, or possibly irritated. The official might admire the people who are fighting for their post box or he could simply be annoyed with them.


(2)

6.1
It is not such an important issue, a person would think.


 

(2)
[20]

