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Learning Outcome 6: LANGUAGE STRUCTURE AND USE

The learner will know and be able to use the sounds, words and grammar of the language to create and interpret texts.
Assessment Standards

■ Develops awareness and use of style:

• uses idioms and idiomatic expressions appropriately and creatively.

■ Uses meta-language (terms such as thesaurus, acronym, modal, article, relative clause).

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment Task 

ACTIVITY 1

For each of the following idiomatic expressions, state the game, trade or custom from which the expression is taken, and give a brief explanation of the meaning in its original context, and what the idiom means:

	Idiom/Idiomatic expression
	Game/trade or custom
	Brief explanation in original context
	Explanation of idiom

	to catch someone out
	
	
	

	to hit the mark
	
	
	

	to take the bit between the teeth
	
	
	

	to be under way
	
	
	

	to be the architect of one’s own fortune
	
	
	

	to take one’s own medicine
	
	
	

	to sweep the deck
	
	
	

	to hold a brief for
	
	
	

	to pull one’s own weight
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


(3 marks each)
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ACTIVITY 2

Many idiomatic expressions originate in descriptions of animals. Give a brief explanation of each of the following:

1) to be cocksure

2) a dark horse

3) a white elephant

4) to keep the wolf from the door

5) a snake in the grass

6) to raise a hornet(s nest about one(s ears

7) to have a bee in one(s bonnet

8) to have a flea in one(s ear

9) a fly in the ointment
10) to beetle off






(2 marks each)









[20]
Suggested Solutions 

ACTIVITY 1

	Idiom/Idiomatic expression
	Game/trade or custom
	Brief explanation
	Explanation of idiom

	to catch someone out
	cricket
	If a player strikes the ball and it is caught before it touches the ground, the player is out.
	to discover the truth about someone’s deception

	to hit the mark
	archery
	If an archer hits the mark, the arrow goes into the target 
	to be correct, successful, suitable, or accurate

	to take the bit between the teeth
	horse riding
	A bit is a mouthpiece that is used to control a horse's movements. It is normally fitted so that pressure on the reins presses the bit against the soft parts of the horse's mouth, causing it to turn its head. This expression alludes to a horse biting on the bit and taking control away from the rider.
	to take control of a situation

	to be under way
	sailing
	The boat is underway when it starts moving towards its destination
	a project or some other activity has started

	to be the architect of one’s own fortune
	architecture
	An architect can plan his own house, exactly the way he wants it to be.
	to be in control of one’s life

	to take one’s own medicine
	medicine/being a doctor
	A doctor normally prescribes for someone else and does not take his own medicine (alludes to having to take unpleasant-tasting medicine.)
	to accept the consequences or the bad fortune that one deserves. 

	to sweep the deck
	Card Playing 


	to clear off all the stakes on the table by winning them.
	to defeat all competitors

	to hold no brief for
	law
	In law, a brief can be the notes a lawyer will use in a case; the material relevant to the case, or a written argument given to the court. If someone does not hold the brief, that person is not involved in the case
	not to tolerate someone or something; to be opposed to someone or something

	to punch above one’s weight
	boxing
	The different classes of contestants in boxing matches are distinguish by the weight of the competing boxers - heavyweight, middleweight, lightweight, flyweight etc. The sport is regulated so that only boxers of the same weight fight each other. Someone from a lighter weight wouldn't be expected to have much chance if 'punching above his weight' against a heavier fighter.
	Competing against someone who you are no match for.

	a bunch of fives
	boxing
	In boxing, the boxer makes his hand into a fist.
	A fist. The fives are the five fingers


(3 marks each)
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ACTIVITY 2

Many idiomatic expressions originate in descriptions of animals. Give a brief explanation of each of the following:
1) to be cocksure: absolutely sure, often without a good reason, over-confident

2) a dark horse: someone who is a mystery; you do not know much about

3) a white elephant: something of little or no value to someone, that might be useful to someone else

4) to keep the wolf from the door: to keep away hunger and starvation

5) a snake in the grass: a traitor, one who betrays you

6) to raise a hornet(s nest about one(s ears: to provoke the attack of a swarm of spiteful enemies or angry critics
7) to have a bee in one(s bonnet: to be obsessed about something; you cannot let something go

8) to have a flea in one(s ear: to be rebuked by someone; scolded, reprimanded

9) a fly in the ointment: one thing that ruins something else

10) to beetle off: to leave quickly 



(2 marks each)
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