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Learning Outcome 6: LANGUAGE STRUCTURE AND USE

The learner will know and be able to use the sounds, words and grammar of the language to create and interpret texts.
Assessment Standards

■ Develops critical language awareness, for example:

• identifies implied meanings and multiple meanings;

• identifies manipulative language and rewrites this without the emotional undertones;

• examines how language is used to construct gender, race, the environment, health, etc., and how the reader is positioned.

■ Uses meta-language (terms such as thesaurus, acronym, modal, article, relative clause).

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment Task 

For each of the following extracts:

1.  
Discuss the implied meaning of the word in bold.




(2)

2.1
Find one other word in the extract which is used to manipulate the reader. 
(1) 

2.2
Say how the reader is manipulated.






(2)

2.3
Rewrite the underlined section with less emotional overtones.


(1)

3.
Name the topic of the extract.







(1)

4.
Say what the writer’s position is in relation to the topic and give a reason for your answer.













(3) 






10 marks for each extract   =
        [20]

EXTRACT 1

Family members or caregivers are financially abusing their elderly relatives or patients. That's downright wicked. 

Yet, in most of the cases of the financial abuse of elderly people, those doing it are not strangers. Family, friends, neighbors and caregivers are the wrongdoers in 55 percent of the cases. Police say the recession is pushing more people to steal from well-off seniors. 
The financial abuse of older people is becoming the crime of the 21st century as the growing senior population is increasingly under attack.
EXTRACT 2

Plus size women rejoice! Fashion designers have finally included large women in their style designs. Big women no longer have to wear awful, potato sack like clothes that did nothing to flatter their voluptuous curves.
Today's styles for big women are sexy and elegant, made of fabrics to be envied by any woman. Online shoppers can now find sites dedicated to the needs of the large lady. Online boutiques carry quality name brand clothes.
Large size formal wear is making its way to the front lines as well. Beautiful wedding gowns for the curvy bride, dynamic floor length gowns for the mother of the bride and even huge selections of bridesmaid gowns for the girls in the bridal party.
Suggested Solutions 
EXTRACT 1
1.  
Abusing: the implication is that people have no right to do this, it is morally unacceptable, and should be stopped.







(2)

2.1
Word: wicked









(1)

2.2
The reader is encouraged to take a very moral stance against this kind of financial abuse of the elderly by people known to them.






(2)

2.3
Less emotive: this is wrong.







(1)

3.
The topic of the extract: the financial abuse of the elderly.



(1)

4.
The writer is concerned about this and wants to win other people’s support by protesting about what is going on.  The writer uses phrases like “under attack” to make the writing more emotional. The use of statistics and references to the police make the ideas seem more acceptable because they have been researched.



(3)

EXTRACT 2

1.  
Word: elegant. The word implies that the clothes are stylish, well designed and pleasing to the eye.










(2)

2.1
Word: awful









(1)

2.2
The word makes the reader feel that what larger women have had to wear in the past is frumpish and dowdy.








(2)

2.3
Less emotive: attractive







(1)

3.
The topic of the extract: fashions for large women.




(1)

4.
The writer is enthusiastic about the new styles and feels that women deserve to be stylish and elegant, no matter what their size. Clothes should be well made and well designed for all sizes of women. The writer encourages larger women to “rejoice” now that elegant clothes are more accessible for them.





(3)











[20]

