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Learning Outcome 2: SPEAKING

The learner will be able to communicate confidently and effectively in spoken language in a wide range of situations.

Assessment Standards

■ Communicates ideas and feelings creatively and expressively with a great degree of confidence and with limited assistance, using a range of selected oral text types (e.g. dramas, role-plays, songs).

■ Communicates ideas, facts and opinions on challenging topics clearly and accurately and with a greater degree of coherence, using a range of factual oral text types (e.g. discussions, debates).

■ Demonstrates basic skills in a range of oral text types.
■ Demonstrates a range of interaction skills by participating actively in group discussions,

conversations, debates and group surveys, and while so doing:

• tackles important issues (e.g. social and ethical issues related to the environment and human

rights);

• asks appropriate questions;

• takes on different roles;

• acknowledges others’ opinions and disagrees politely when necessary;

• motivates own point of view;

• gives and receives criticism;

• persuades others;

• bridges gaps by asking questions to clarify meaning, giving choices, keeping responses

open-ended, and showing genuine interest;

• shows sensitivity to the rights and feelings of others in conversation where appropriate;

• challenges insensitive or discriminatory use of language.

■ Gives oral presentations with a great degree of accuracy and creativity, paying attention to:

• clear and audible enunciation;

• pausing;

• variation in tempo and volume;

• purpose and audience;

• posture and body language;

• different presentation modes;

• register;

• tone;

• different social cultural conventions;

• appropriate figurative devices such as climax, anti-climax and hyperbole (exaggeration for effect).

■ Identifies and discusses the features which contribute to the success of own communication.

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment Task 

You will work in pairs. Discuss the following topic:  Not only should no one be allowed to practise religion in a government school, but there should be no sign of religious belief in government schools.

You will be assessed using a checklist. The educator and your peer will each fill in one about you and you will assess yourself.

Checklist for discussion in pairs
	CRITERIA FOR SPEECH
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Outstanding 

8-10 
	Meritorious 

7 
	Substantial 

6 
	Adequate 

5 
	Moderate 

4 
	Elementary 

3 
	Not achieved

 0-2 

	Tackles important issues 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Asks appropriate questions
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Takes on different roles
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Acknowledges others’ opinions and disagrees politely when necessary
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Motivates own point of view
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gives and receives criticism
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Persuades others
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bridges gaps by asking questions to clarify meaning, giving choices, keeping responses open-ended, and  showing genuine interest
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Shows sensitivity to the rights and feelings of others in conversation where appropriate
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Challenges insensitive or discriminatory use of language
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Suggested Solutions 
1.
Set up the pairs.

2.
Mediate the checklist with the class. It is important that the learners understand that they must take on different roles. They have to play “devil’s advocate” if it turns out that they both agree.  They can present their ideas with: “What if someone argued ….? How would you respond?” Or: “I don’t necessarily agree with this point of view, but I think we should consider it.” etc
3.
Set a time limit for the discussion.  Suggested time: 20-30 minutes.
4.
Allow time for you and the learners to fill in the checklist, and to discuss the responses with the pairs.

POINTS THAT COULD BE MADE:

FOR:

1.
State schools are secular and should be neutral when it comes to religion.

2.
Learners should be encouraged to form a cohesive group. 

3.
Religious symbols or special clothing can undermine the uniformity of the group.

4.
Learners should be encouraged to identify with their common values rather than those that may divide them.

5.
It is difficult to enforce uniform rules where the school uniform is a way of creating equality among all learners.

AGAINST:
1.
The Constitution encourages acceptance of religious diversity.

2.
Religious symbols are personal issues that should not affect the learners’ acceptance of other people’s religions and value systems.

3.
Religious symbols can be worn discreetly and even fit in with uniform rules.

4.
Encouraging learners to accept their religious identity is important for instilling moral values.

5.
Religious symbols are not necessarily symbols of intolerance of other people and may encourage tolerance in others.

Appendix of Assessment Tools 
Checklist for discussion in pairs

	CRITERIA FOR SPEECH
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Outstanding 

8-10 
	Meritorious 

7 
	Substantial 

6 
	Adequate 

5 
	Moderate 

4 
	Elementary 

3 
	Not achieved

 0-2 

	Tackles important issues 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Asks appropriate questions
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Takes on different roles
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Acknowledges others’ opinions and disagrees politely when necessary
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Motivates own point of view
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gives and receives criticism
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Persuades others
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bridges gaps by asking questions to clarify meaning, giving choices, keeping responses open-ended, and  showing genuine interest
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Shows sensitivity to the rights and feelings of others in conversation where appropriate
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Challenges insensitive or discriminatory use of language
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


