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Learning Outcome 2: SPEAKING

The learner will be able to communicate confidently and effectively in spoken language in a wide range of situations.

Assessment Standards

■ Communicates ideas, facts and opinions on challenging topics clearly and accurately and with a greater degree of coherence, using a range of factual oral text types (e.g. discussions, debates).

■ Demonstrates basic skills in a range of oral text types.
■ Gives oral presentations with a great degree of accuracy and creativity, paying attention to:

• clear and audible enunciation;

• pausing;

• variation in tempo and volume;

• purpose and audience;

• posture and body language;

• different presentation modes;

• register;

• tone;

• different social cultural conventions;

• appropriate figurative devices such as climax, anti-climax and hyperbole (exaggeration for effect).

■ Identifies and discusses the features which contribute to the success of own communication.

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment Task 

In LO, you are constantly asked to discuss human rights.  What exactly does “human rights” mean? In a presentation of 4-5 minutes, define and describe what is understood by the term “human rights”.

You will be assessed on:

· the depth of your research and preparation

· the organisation, logic and clarity of your speech

· your use of mature language structures and vocabulary

· your presentation skills

You do not need to have any visual or auditory aid.

You will be asked to assess yourself against a checklist.

Rubric to assess the criteria for speech

	CRITERIA FOR SPEECH
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Outstanding 

8-10 
	Meritorious 

7 
	Substantial 

6 
	Adequate 

5 
	Moderate 

4 
	Elementary 

3 
	Not achieved

 0-2 

	Depth of your research and preparation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Organisation, logic and clarity of your speech
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of mature language structures and vocabulary
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Presentation skills
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


You will be assessed against the following rubric:

Rubric to assess oral presentation / prepared speaking home language
	
	 Code 7 
	Code 6 
	Code 5 
	Code 4 
	Code 3 
	Code 2 
	Code 1 

	
	Outstanding 8-10 
	Meritorious 7 
	Substantial 6 
	Adequate 5 
	Moderate 4 
	Elementary 3 
	Not achieved 0-2 

	Research skills 
	Convincing evidence that a wide range of interesting and relevant sources have been  consulted
	Sound evidence that a wide range of interesting and relevant sources have been consulted

New and interesting facts and examples contribute to a well structured presentation 
	Good evidence that a wide range of interesting and relevant sources have been consulted

Interesting facts and examples contribute to a well structured presentation 
	Satisfactory evidence that relevant sources have been consulted 

Presentation is interesting and some new and interesting facts and examples have been given 
	Some evidence that relevant sources were used 

Presentation is adequate but without the spark of new ideas, facts or information 
	Limited evidence of partial use of sources 

Little evidence of research owing to lack of new ideas, facts or information 
	If sources were used, there is little or no evidence in the presentation 

Hardly any new ideas Any research done does not contribute to the effectiveness of the presentation 

	Planning and organisation of contents 
	A wide range of new and interesting facts and examples make the presentation impressive Thoroughly planned according to task, audience, context and format Striking introduction which immediately grasps audience attention

Brilliant development of ideas and argument

Contents reflects outstanding creativity, originality and mature insight Skilful ending thoroughly drawn together
	Very well planned according to task, audience, context and format 

Very good and appropriate introduction which immediately arouses interest 

Very good, and sustained development of ideas and argument Contents reflects creativity originality and some insight 

Very good conclusion
	Well planned according to task, audience, context and format 

Good and appropriate introduction which arouses interest Good, and sustained development of ideas and argument  Content reflects creativity originality and some insight 

Good conclusion
	Satisfactory planning according to task, audience, context and format 

Reasonably good introduction which still arouses interest Good development of argument which can be followed easily Contents fairly original, but not always creative and insight sometimes lacking Reasonably good ending, but sometimes lacks cohesion
	Adequate planning according to task, audience, context and format 

Introduction adequate which arouses some interest

Adequate development of ideas and argument but has problems with cohesion

Contents shows some originality, but not always creative and lacks insight Adequate conclusion, but lacks cohesion
	Evidence of some planning according to task, audience, context and format 

Some evidence of introduction, but barely arouses interest Some arguments can be followed, but others are inconsistent / can barely be followed 

Contents is barely original and lacks creativity or originality Hardly any evidence of a conclusion
	No evidence of planning according to task, context audience or format 

Introduction poor and arouses no audience interest

Cannot sustain argument Shows little understanding of topic Contents poor, boring and banal Conclusion lacking

	Tone, speaking and presentation skills 
	Natural delivery, a fluent skilled and animated presenter, appropriate style and register Clearly audible articulation Eye contact, facial expressions, gestures and body language outstanding, functional and convincing Audience reaction overwhelmingly positive 

Confident delivery with very little use of notes
	Very good presenter natural and fluent presentation appropriate style and register Audible articulation Eye contact, facial expressions, gestures and body language functional and convincing Audience interest sustained throughout

Notes used effectively and with confidence
	Good presenter, fluent presentation appropriate style and register Largely audible articulation Eye contact, facial expressions, gestures and body language largely functional and convincing Audience interest sustained.

Notes used effectively
	Reasonably fluent presenter, but sometimes shows hesitation, style and register mostly appropriate Reasonably clear articulation and audibility Eye contact, facial expressions, gestures and body language reasonably convincing Most members of the audience follow with interest

Some dependency on notes but still good contact with the audience
	Sometimes fluent, but presentation lacks appropriate style and register Adequately audible and clear articulation Adequate eye contact, facial expressions, gestures and body language but not always convincing Mixed reaction from the audience

Use of notes often detract from presentation
	Hesitant, lacks expression Lacks fluency, mostly inappropriate style and register Articulation not clear and hardly audible Very little eye contact / facial expressions / body language Lack of audience interest shown

Dependent on notes
	Inappropriate tone, style and register Sloppy indistinct articulation mostly inaudible Almost non-existent eye contact, inappropriate facial expression and body language No audience contact

Totally dependent on notes

	Critical awareness of language usage
	Thorough, mature vocabulary and creative language use 

Outstanding language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Exceptional awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues
	Very good mature vocabulary and creative language use 

Very good language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Very good awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues 
	Good vocabulary and creative language use 

Good language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Good awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues
	Reasonably mature vocabulary and creative language use 

Reasonable language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Reasonable awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues 
	Adequate vocabulary and language use 

Some language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Moderate awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues 
	Limited vocabulary and language use 

Struggles to manipulate language in order to evoke audience response 

Seldom aware or sensitive or respectful to language use on cultural issues 
	Very limited vocabulary and language 

Unable to manipulate language 

Hardly ever aware of sensitive or respectful language use on cultural issues 

	Choice, design and use 

of audio and/or visual; 

aids 
	Excellent and tastefully 

appropriate choice and 

presentation of visual aids 

Visual aids make an impact 

on the audience and 

effectively contribute to the success of the presentation 
	Very good and appropriate 

choice and use of visual aids 

Presenter is able to use 

visual aides effectively to 

enhance the presentation 
	Good and appropriate choice 

and use of visual aids 

Presenter is able to use 

visual aides to enhance the 

presentation 
	Visual aids are mostly 

relevant to the topic 

Most of the visual aids used 

contribute to the success of 

the presentation 
	Visual aids adequately used, 

but not always totally 

appropriate 

Visual aids do not always 

contribute to presentation 
	Seldom uses visual aids 

Use of aids sometimes 

clumsy and not functional 
	Makes no use of visual aids 


Suggested Solutions 
1.
You need to discuss the nature of the task: this is a theoretical discussion. Formal language is required, formal structures, correct grammar, and excellent organisation of ideas.

2.
Mediate the checklist with the learners, explaining what is meant by each code. Use the rubric as your starting point.

3.
Give plenty of time in class and for homework for the learners to collect their ideas.  You might refer to the LO textbook as a starting point.

4.
Use the rubric below to assess the learners. The highlighted sections are of particular relevance to this task.  The last category has been removed as stated in the assignment instructions.

POINTS THAT COULD BE MADE:

Source:  http://www.answers.com/topic/human-rights

DEFINITION:  pl.n. 

· The basic rights and freedoms to which all humans are entitled are often held to include the right to life and liberty, freedom of thought and expression, and equality before the law. 

	Dental Dictionary: 
Human rights: 


n.pl :  The legal and moral rights of humans recognized by national and international laws.

US Military Dictionary: 
Human rights:  Rights that are believed to belong justifiably to every person.

Political Dictionary: 
Human rights:  Human rights are a special sort of inalienable moral entitlement. They attach to all persons equally, by virtue of their humanity, irrespective of race, nationality, or membership of any particular social group. They specify the minimum conditions for human dignity and a tolerable life.

 

The first generation of civil and political rights restricts what others (including the state) may do, for example, life, liberty, and freedom from torture. A second generation of social and economic rights requires active provision, such as by imposing an obligation on government. Some analysts call them ideals, often constrained in practice by inadequate resources. A third generation concerns such rights as peace, development, and humanitarian assistance. While many of the claims attach to individuals some belong to collectivities, such as the right to national self-determination.

Rights have been catalogued by the United Nations in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)—a General Assembly resolution that is not legally binding—and elsewhere. Other accounts are present in many countries' constitutions and regional organizations of states including Europe.

Statements about human rights are normative and prescriptive. Critics reject the idea of universality, or allege particular accounts are ideological or culture-specific, as in the claim from Singapore's leadership that ‘Asian values’ offer a more appropriate account of rights to some East Asian societies. Some commentators argue that even human rights may be violated for reasons of state or public emergency. Human rights claims challenge state sovereignty and power. But increasingly respect for rights contributes to a state's international legitimacy and reputation, and increasingly external pressures are brought to bear on governments that abuse basic human rights.

· Peter Burnell
Britannica Concise Encyclopedia: Human rights 

Rights that belong to an individual as a consequence of being human. The term came into wide use after World War II, replacing the earlier phrase "natural rights," which had been associated with the Greco-Roman concept of natural law since the end of the Middle Ages. As understood today, human rights refer to a wide variety of values and capabilities reflecting the diversity of human circumstances and history. They are conceived of as universal, applying to all human beings everywhere, and as fundamental, referring to essential or basic human needs. Human rights have been classified historically in terms of the notion of three "generations" of human rights. The first generation of civil and political rights, associated with the Enlightenment and the English, American, and French revolutions, includes the rights to life and liberty and the rights to freedom of speech and worship. The second generation of economic, social, and cultural rights, associated with revolts against the predations of unregulated capitalism from the mid-19th century, includes the right to work and the right to an education. Finally, the third generation of solidarity rights, associated with the political and economic aspirations of developing and newly decolonized countries after World War II, includes the collective rights to political self-determination and economic development. Since the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, many treaties and agreements for the protection of human rights have been concluded through the auspices of the United Nations, and several regional systems of human rights law have been established. In the late 20th century ad hoc international criminal tribunals were convened to prosecute serious human rights violations and other crimes in the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. The International Criminal Court, which came into existence in 2002, is empowered to prosecute crimes against humanity, crimes of genocide, and war crimes.

For more information on human rights, visit Britannica.com.

 

	Buddhism Dictionary: Human rights 


In recent times Buddhism has had to face a range of human rights problems in different parts of the world, notably in Tibet, Sri Lanka, and Burma. In common with most Asian traditions, however, Buddhism has never formulated an explicit doctrine of human rights. The concept of human rights is Western in nature and has its intellectual origins in the Enlightenment, and it is unclear to what extent the concept is compatible with traditional Buddhist teachings. Some Buddhists feel that a strong emphasis on individual rights runs counter to the doctrine of no self (anātman), and that rather than mimic the West Buddhism should evolve a distinctive approach grounded in compassion (karuṇā) and interrelatedness (see pratītya-samutpāda) rather than in a belief in the inviolable status of the individual. Others, such as the present Dalai Lama, seem to feel that the discourse of human rights is in harmony with the moral values of traditional Buddhism and provides a useful vocabulary for expressing Buddhist views on contemporary political and social issues.

 

	US History Encyclopedia: Human Rights 




The concept of human rights has evolved over time, and various countries have emphasized different aspects of human rights principles and policy. Some nations have emphasized traditional civil and political rights (both individual and collective), whereas others—particularly communist and socialist regimes—have emphasized the concept of economic and social rights. Some governments have embraced both sets of principles.

In the United States, the concept of certain individual and collective rights—in particular, civil and political rights—as "natural" or "unalienable" can be traced back to colonial times, reflecting the influence of John Locke and other political theorists. This concept was clearly set forth in the Declaration of Independence and was codified in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. The United States has long regarded international human rights standards as universal. It has rejected the arguments of nations such as China, which claim that such standards can be discounted as mere "Western" concepts and argue that human rights should be viewed through the prism of each nation's history and culture. Unlike many governments, the United States acknowledges that some human rights problems persist within its territory despite its generally good record and accepts that universal human rights standards involve study and criticism of such matters.

Appendix of Assessment Tools 
Rubric to assess the criteria for speech

	CRITERIA FOR SPEECH
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Outstanding 

8-10 
	Meritorious 

7 
	Substantial 

6 
	Adequate 

5 
	Moderate 

4 
	Elementary 

3 
	Not achieved

 0-2 

	Depth of your research and preparation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Organisation, logic and clarity of your speech
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of mature language structures and vocabulary
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Presentation skills
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Rubric to assess oral presentation / prepared speaking home language
	
	 Code 7 
	Code 6 
	Code 5 
	Code 4 
	Code 3 
	Code 2 
	Code 1 

	
	Outstanding 8-10 
	Meritorious 7 
	Substantial 6 
	Adequate 5 
	Moderate 4 
	Elementary 3 
	Not achieved 0-2 

	Research skills 
	Convincing evidence that a wide range of interesting and relevant sources have been  consulted
	Sound evidence that a wide range of interesting and relevant sources have been consulted

New and interesting facts and examples contribute to a well structured presentation 
	Good evidence that a wide range of interesting and relevant sources have been consulted

Interesting facts and examples contribute to a well structured presentation 
	Satisfactory evidence that relevant sources have been consulted 

Presentation is interesting and some new and interesting facts and examples have been given 
	Some evidence that relevant sources were used 

Presentation is adequate but without the spark of new ideas, facts or information 
	Limited evidence of partial use of sources 

Little evidence of research owing to lack of new ideas, facts or information 
	If sources were used, there is little or no evidence in the presentation 

Hardly any new ideas Any research done does not contribute to the effectiveness of the presentation 

	Planning and organisation of contents 
	A wide range of new and interesting facts and examples make the presentation impressive Thoroughly planned according to task, audience, context and format Striking introduction which immediately grasps audience attention

Brilliant development of ideas and argument

Contents reflects outstanding creativity, originality and mature insight Skilful ending thoroughly drawn together
	Very well planned according to task, audience, context and format 

Very good and appropriate introduction which immediately arouses interest 

Very good, and sustained development of ideas and argument Contents reflects creativity originality and some insight 

Very good conclusion
	Well planned according to task, audience, context and format 

Good and appropriate introduction which arouses interest Good, and sustained development of ideas and argument  Content reflects creativity originality and some insight 

Good conclusion
	Satisfactory planning according to task, audience, context and format 

Reasonably good introduction which still arouses interest Good development of argument which can be followed easily Contents fairly original, but not always creative and insight sometimes lacking Reasonably good ending, but sometimes lacks cohesion
	Adequate planning according to task, audience, context and format 

Introduction adequate which arouses some interest

Adequate development of ideas and argument but has problems with cohesion

Contents shows some originality, but not always creative and lacks insight Adequate conclusion, but lacks cohesion
	Evidence of some planning according to task, audience, context and format 

Some evidence of introduction, but barely arouses interest Some arguments can be followed, but others are inconsistent / can barely be followed 

Contents is barely original and lacks creativity or originality Hardly any evidence of a conclusion
	No evidence of planning according to task, context audience or format 

Introduction poor and arouses no audience interest

Cannot sustain argument Shows little understanding of topic Contents poor, boring and banal Conclusion lacking

	Tone, speaking and presentation skills 
	Natural delivery, a fluent skilled and animated presenter, appropriate style and register Clearly audible articulation Eye contact, facial expressions, gestures and body language outstanding, functional and convincing Audience reaction overwhelmingly positive 

Confident delivery with very little use of notes
	Very good presenter natural and fluent presentation appropriate style and register Audible articulation Eye contact, facial expressions, gestures and body language functional and convincing Audience interest sustained throughout

Notes used effectively and with confidence
	Good presenter, fluent presentation appropriate style and register Largely audible articulation Eye contact, facial expressions, gestures and body language largely functional and convincing Audience interest sustained.

Notes used effectively
	Reasonably fluent presenter, but sometimes shows hesitation, style and register mostly appropriate Reasonably clear articulation and audibility Eye contact, facial expressions, gestures and body language reasonably convincing Most members of the audience follow with interest

Some dependency on notes but still good contact with the audience
	Sometimes fluent, but presentation lacks appropriate style and register Adequately audible and clear articulation Adequate eye contact, facial expressions, gestures and body language but not always convincing Mixed reaction from the audience

Use of notes often detract from presentation
	Hesitant, lacks expression Lacks fluency, mostly inappropriate style and register Articulation not clear and hardly audible Very little eye contact / facial expressions / body language Lack of audience interest shown

Dependent on notes
	Inappropriate tone, style and register Sloppy indistinct articulation mostly inaudible Almost non-existent eye contact, inappropriate facial expression and body language No audience contact

Totally dependent on notes

	Critical awareness of language usage
	Thorough, mature vocabulary and creative language use 

Outstanding language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Exceptional awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues
	Very good mature vocabulary and creative language use 

Very good language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Very good awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues 
	Good vocabulary and creative language use 

Good language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Good awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues
	Reasonably mature vocabulary and creative language use 

Reasonable language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Reasonable awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues 
	Adequate vocabulary and language use 

Some language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Moderate awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues 
	Limited vocabulary and language use 

Struggles to manipulate language in order to evoke audience response 

Seldom aware or sensitive or respectful to language use on cultural issues 
	Very limited vocabulary and language 

Unable to manipulate language 

Hardly ever aware of sensitive or respectful language use on cultural issues 


