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Learning Outcome 2: SPEAKING

The learner will be able to communicate confidently and effectively in spoken language in a wide range of situations.

Assessment Standards

■ Communicates ideas and feelings creatively and expressively with a great degree of confidence and with limited assistance, using a range of selected oral text types (e.g. dramas, role-plays, songs).

■ Communicates ideas, facts and opinions on challenging topics clearly and accurately and with a greater degree of coherence, using a range of factual oral text types (e.g. discussions, debates).

■ Demonstrates basic skills in a range of oral text types:

■ Demonstrates a range of interaction skills by participating actively in group discussions,

conversations, debates and group surveys, and while so doing:

• tackles important issues (e.g. social and ethical issues related to the environment and human

rights);

• asks appropriate questions;

• takes on different roles;

• acknowledges others’ opinions and disagrees politely when necessary;

• motivates own point of view;

• gives and receives criticism;

• persuades others;

• bridges gaps by asking questions to clarify meaning, giving choices, keeping responses

open-ended, and showing genuine interest;

• shows sensitivity to the rights and feelings of others in conversation where appropriate;

• challenges insensitive or discriminatory use of language.

■ Gives oral presentations with a great degree of accuracy and creativity, paying attention to:

• clear and audible enunciation;

• pausing;

• variation in tempo and volume;

• purpose and audience;

• posture and body language;

• different presentation modes;

• register;

• tone;

• different social cultural conventions;

• appropriate figurative devices such as climax,

anti-climax and hyperbole (exaggeration for effect).

■ Identifies and discusses the features which contribute to the success of own communication.

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment Task 

You will participate in a class discussion on the topic: The best computer games.

Remember to allow other members of the class to share their ideas. Encourage your peers to contribute to the discussion.

You will be assessed against the following rubric:

CRITERIA FOR ORAL ASSESSMENT

Name of candidate_________________________________________   Grade __________

	CATEGORY
	%
	SPEECH IMPROMPTU/CONVERSATION

	OUTSTANDING
	90-100
	An active mind at work.  Able to discuss issues in a lively and interesting manner.  Listens to other points of view; rebuts arguments competently but courteously. Thinks on his/her feet. Shows insight. Very persuasive.  Remarkable ability to argue in a well-reasoned, substantial, knowledgeable manner.  

	EXCELLENT
	80-89
	Able to discuss issues in a lively and interesting manner.  Listens to other points of view; can rebut arguments effectively. Courteous. Can think on his/her feet. Shows insight. Persuasive.  Excellent  ability to argue in a well-reasoned, substantial, knowledgeable manner.

	VERY GOOD
	70-79
	Able to discuss issues competently.  Listens to other points of view; can argue own points of view effectively. Courteous. Can think on his/her feet. Shows some insight. Very good  ability to argue in a well-reasoned, substantial, knowledgeable manner.

	GOOD
	60-69
	Able to discuss some issues competently.  Listens to other points of view, but may need some explanation; can argue own point of view on some issues. Courteous. Shows some insight. Good  ability to argue in a reasoned, substantial, knowledgeable manner.

	AVERAGE
	50-59
	Limited ability to discuss range of issues.  Listens to other points of view, but may need some explanation; can argue own point of view but may be dogmatic. Not always courteous. Shows some insight. Shows adequate  ability to argue in a reasoned, substantial, knowledgeable manner.

	BELOW AVERAGE
	40-49
	Limited ability to discuss issues.  Does not always listen to other points of view. Explanation often needed; can argue own point of view but may be dogmatic. Not always courteous. Does not cope confidently in a large group.  Has difficulty when asked argue in a reasoned, substantial manner.

	POOR
	34-39
	Seldom takes part in discussions.  Not interested in points of view. Explanation often needed; can argue own point of view but may be dogmatic. Not always courteous. Argues without really understanding the issues.  Cannot develop an argument in a reasoned, substantial manner.  Does not voice opinions even in a small group.

	WEAK
	33 and below
	Does not take part in discussions.  Seldom interested in points of view. Explanation needed to clarify understanding of issues;  does not argue own point of view except on personal issues. Lacks basic skills to develop an argument. Does not voice opinions even in a small group; may do so in a one-on-one situation. Struggles to communicate at all.


Suggested Solutions 
1.
Groups


For this task, you want a bigger group than the normal 4-in-a-group discussion.    Each group should have 7-8 members.  

2.
Time limit

As the groups are big, you need to allocate 30-45 minutes, allowing time for each member of  the group to participate.

3.
You are assessing the following:
·    how learners interact

·    whether or not learners dominate or withdraw

·    whether or not learners encourage others or are passive

·    the way in which learners speak and communicate

·    whether or not learners are able to sustain a conversation by responding, asking questions     

·    etc.
NOTE:  You might need to hold at least three discussions before you have assessed the whole class.

Appendix of Assessment Tools 
CRITERIA FOR ORAL ASSESSMENT

Name of candidate_________________________________________   Grade __________

	CATEGORY
	%
	SPEECH IMPROMPTU/CONVERSATION

	OUTSTANDING
	90-100
	An active mind at work.  Able to discuss issues in a lively and interesting manner.  Listens to other points of view; rebuts arguments competently but courteously. Thinks on his/her feet. Shows insight. Very persuasive.  Remarkable ability to argue in a well-reasoned, substantial, knowledgeable manner.  

	EXCELLENT
	80-89
	Able to discuss issues in a lively and interesting manner.  Listens to other points of view; can rebut arguments effectively. Courteous. Can think on his/her feet. Shows insight. Persuasive.  Excellent  ability to argue in a well-reasoned, substantial, knowledgeable manner.

	VERY GOOD
	70-79
	Able to discuss issues competently.  Listens to other points of view; can argue own points of view effectively. Courteous. Can think on his/her feet. Shows some insight. Very good  ability to argue in a well-reasoned, substantial, knowledgeable manner.

	GOOD
	60-69
	Able to discuss some issues competently.  Listens to other points of view, but may need some explanation; can argue own point of view on some issues. Courteous. Shows some insight. Good  ability to argue in a reasoned, substantial, knowledgeable manner.

	AVERAGE
	50-59
	Limited ability to discuss range of issues.  Listens to other points of view, but may need some explanation; can argue own point of view but may be dogmatic. Not always courteous. Shows some insight. Shows adequate  ability to argue in a reasoned, substantial, knowledgeable manner.

	BELOW AVERAGE
	40-49
	Limited ability to discuss issues.  Does not always listen to other points of view. Explanation often needed; can argue own point of view but may be dogmatic. Not always courteous. Does not cope confidently in a large group.  Has difficulty when asked argue in a reasoned, substantial manner.

	POOR
	34-39
	Seldom takes part in discussions.  Not interested in points of view. Explanation often needed; can argue own point of view but may be dogmatic. Not always courteous. Argues without really understanding the issues.  Cannot develop an argument in a reasoned, substantial manner.  Does not voice opinions even in a small group.

	WEAK
	33 and below
	Does not take part in discussions.  Seldom interested in points of view. Explanation needed to clarify understanding of issues;  does not argue own point of view except on personal issues. Lacks basic skills to develop an argument. Does not voice opinions even in a small group; may do so in a one-on-one situation. Struggles to communicate at all.


