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	Learning Outcome(s) and Assessment Standard(s):

Learning Outcome 2: SPEAKING

The learner will be able to communicate confidently and effectively in spoken language in a wide range of situations.

Assessment Standards

■ Communicates ideas and feelings creatively and expressively with a great degree of confidence and with limited assistance, using a range of selected oral text types (e.g. dramas, role-plays, songs).

■ Gives oral presentations with a great degree of accuracy and creativity, paying attention to:

• clear and audible enunciation;

• pausing;

• variation in tempo and volume;

• purpose and audience;

• posture and body language;

• different presentation modes;

• register;

• tone;

• different social cultural conventions;

• appropriate figurative devices such as climax, anti-climax and hyperbole (exaggeration for effect).

■ Identifies and discusses the features which contribute to the success of own communication.

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment Task 

Prepared Reading 

· Choose a suitable passage taken from a novel.  There must be some dialogue in the passage.  

· Prepare your reading thoroughly so that you can read to the class on the date given.

· Time your reading so that it takes 3 minutes.

Unprepared reading
You will have three minutes to read through the passage and prepare your reading.  

You will be assessed against the following rubric:

CRITERIA FOR ORAL ASSESSMENT

Name of candidate_________________________________________   Grade __________

	CATEGORY
	%
	PREPARED READING

	OUTSTANDING
	90-100
	Perfect fluency and audibility.

Lucid articulation and pronunciation.

Outstanding ability to vary pitch, pace and tone.

Outstanding interpretation of text.

Audience riveted.

A pleasure to listen to.

	EXCELLENT
	80-89
	Excellent fluency and audibility.

Very high quality of articulation and pronunciation.

Varies pitch, pace and tone in a highly effective manner.

Excellent interpretation of text.

Brilliant ability to sustain audience contact.

	VERY GOOD
	70-79
	Very good level of  fluency and audibility.

Clear articulation and pronunciation.

More than adequate ability to vary pitch, pace and tone.

Very good interpretation of text. Clearly able to sustain audience contact.

	GOOD
	60-69
	Good fluency and audibility.

Articulation and pronunciation generally good though there may be a few lapses.

Appropriate  pitch, pace and tone used.

Appropriate interpretation of  text. Clearly able to sustain audience contact.

	AVERAGE
	50-59
	Reader generally  fluent and audible.

Reasonably good articulation and pronunciation, though may stumble  over some words.

Pitch, pace and tone at times inappropriate.

Does generally display understanding of  text. Audience contact adequate.

	BELOW AVERAGE
	40-49
	Reader not sufficiently  fluent and audible.

Articulation and pronunciation not adequate and reader found to be stumbling over words.

Inadequate control over pitch, pace and tone.

Sense of  text not clearly conveyed. Does not sustain sufficient audience interest.

	POOR
	34-39
	Reading clearly inadequate at this level.

Lacks fluency and audibility.

Cannot convey sense of  text. Audience contact almost non-existent.

	WEAK
	33 and below
	Reading cannot convey sense of  text. 

Inarticulate, unintelligible.

Clearly out of his/her depth at this level.


Suggested Solutions 
This task requires careful planning. The passage that you choose for unprepared reading should have the following characteristics:

1.
Length: not more than 3 minutes when read aloud. To check this, read it aloud yourself first.

2.
Vocabulary: there must not be too many unfamiliar words.  You would choose the passage so that the learners will understand easily (this is not a comprehension task); however, there should be one or two words that will trip up the less experienced reader.  If the learner recognises the words, you will give him/her credit.  Think how often learners misspell words because they have only heard them but never – or very seldom – seen them! I am thinking of words like ‘discusted’, ‘sasyat’, and ‘Homer Fears’. 

Be stricter when assessing prepared reading than you are when you assess unprepared reading.
3.
The passage should be fiction, not non-fiction. Non-fiction is very difficult to read effectively.  
Fiction provides opportunities for learners to show some flair.

4.
The passage should contain some dialogue. You are not expecting different accents but you are expecting different intonations. 


Be srticter when assessing prepared reading than you are when you assess unprepared reading.
5.
The passage should have some traps for learners who read word by word. The eyes must go ahead and see what is coming, prepare the brain, and the voice then fulfils the requirements of the text. For example, the text could have something like “What are you doing here?” she whispered. If the learner’s eyes have not gone ahead, he/she will not realise that the voice must drop to a whisper.


Be stricter when assessing prepared reading than you are when you assess unprepared reading.
6.
If no passage quite fulfils your requirements, adapt a suitable passage.

Suggested text
The Tidy Drawer by Mo McAuley (extract, shortened)

One Saturday morning Abby's Mum came upstairs to see Abby in her bedroom. Or tried to. There was so much mess on the floor she could only poke her head around the door. Abby sat in the middle of it all reading a book. 
     "What a tip," Mum said. "You need to have a clear up in here." 
     "Why?" Abby asked. 
     "Why?" Mum repeated. "Because things get broken or lost when they're all willy-nilly like this. Come on, have a tidy up now." 
     "But I'm very busy," Abby argued, "and it's boring on my own. Can't you help me?" 
     "No I can't, I'm busy too. But I'll give you extra pocket money if you do a good job." 
     
When Mum came back later all the toys and clothes and books had disappeared. 
    "Can I have my extra pocket money now?" 
     "All right. Get it out of my change purse. It's in the kitchen tidy drawer." 
     
In the kitchen Abby hunted for the purse. 
     "Any luck?" Mum asked. 
     Abby shook her head. 
     "It must be lurking at the bottom," Mum said. "Let's have a proper look." 
     She pulled the drawer out and carried it over to the table. Abby kneeled up on a chair to look inside. There were lots of boring things like staplers and string but there were lots of interesting things as well. 
     "What's this?" Abby asked, holding up a plastic bottle full of red liquid. Mum laughed. 
     "Fake blood, from a Hallowe'en party years ago. Your Dad and I took you to that, dressed up as a baby vampire. You were really scary." 
     "I don't remember that." 
     Abby carried on looking through the drawer. She found some vampire teeth, white face paint, plastic witchy nails and hair gel. Mum pulled out a glittery hair band.

     "I remember this," Abby said as she pulled out a plastic bag. "This is from my pirate party." Inside there was a black, false moustache and some big gold earrings. 

    Mum clipped on the pirate earrings. 
   Abby put in the vampire teeth and slipped on the witchy fingers. She made scary noises at Wow-Wow the cat. He ignored her and carried on washing himself on the seat next to her. 
     "Wotch thish?" Abby asked, holding up a flat rubbery thing. It was hard to speak through the vampire teeth. 
     "It's a whoopee cushion," Mum said. "You blow it up and sit on it. It makes rude noises." 
http://www.short-stories.co.uk/
NOTE:

1.
The words highlighted in blue might be vocabulary problems. If there are too many for your class, replace some of them with easier words.

2.
The words highlighted in red are the ones that indicate very clearly what tone and delivery are required.
3.
The passage is 405 words long.  
Appendix of Assessment Tools 
CRITERIA FOR ORAL ASSESSMENT

Name of candidate_________________________________________   Grade __________

	CATEGORY
	%
	PREPARED READING

	OUTSTANDING
	90-100
	Perfect fluency and audibility.

Lucid articulation and pronunciation.

Outstanding ability to vary pitch, pace and tone.

Outstanding interpretation of text.

Audience riveted.

A pleasure to listen to.

	EXCELLENT
	80-89
	Excellent fluency and audibility.

Very high quality of articulation and pronunciation.

Varies pitch, pace and tone in a highly effective manner.

Excellent interpretation of text.

Brilliant ability to sustain audience contact.

	VERY GOOD
	70-79
	Very good level of  fluency and audibility.

Clear articulation and pronunciation.

More than adequate ability to vary pitch, pace and tone.

Very good interpretation of text. Clearly able to sustain audience contact.

	GOOD
	60-69
	Good fluency and audibility.

Articulation and pronunciation generally good though there may be a few lapses.

Appropriate  pitch, pace and tone used.

Appropriate interpretation of  text. Clearly able to sustain audience contact.

	AVERAGE
	50-59
	Reader generally  fluent and audible.

Reasonably good articulation and pronunciation, though may stumble  over some words.

Pitch, pace and tone at times inappropriate.

Does generally display understanding of  text. Audience contact adequate.

	BELOW AVERAGE
	40-49
	Reader not sufficiently  fluent and audible.

Articulation and pronunciation not adequate and reader found to be stumbling over words.

Inadequate control over pitch, pace and tone.

Sense of  text not clearly conveyed. Does not sustain sufficient audience interest.

	POOR
	34-39
	Reading clearly inadequate at this level.

Lacks fluency and audibility.

Cannot convey sense of  text. Audience contact almost non-existent.

	WEAK
	33 and below
	Reading cannot convey sense of  text. 

Inarticulate, unintelligible.

Clearly out of his/her depth at this level.


Ensure that, after each reading, there is feedback. This can be done by the teacher alone or in conjunction with the class.  Focus on the rubric and on the assessment criteria.  Give help and suggestions.  Make sure that the positive feedback comes first, and the negative criticism second.  if the class are responding, do not allow them to praise their friends and assault their enemies.

You might like to use the checklist in conjunction with the rubric.

Checklist for assessment criteria

	TECHNIQUES
	(   OR      (

	• clear and audible enunciation
	

	• pausing
	

	• variation in tempo and volume
	

	• purpose and audience
	

	• posture and body language
	

	• different presentation modes
	

	• register
	

	• tone
	

	• different social cultural conventions
	

	• appropriate figurative devices such as climax, anti-climax and hyperbole (exaggeration for effect)
	


Some comments on the checklist
	TECHNIQUES

	• clear and audible enunciation: the reader should be heard clearly throughout the venue without the audience having to strain

	• pausing: it is essential to use pause and not to gabble; learners think that reading really fast = fluent reading, but, although this means they are not stumbling and hesitating, fast does not mean “eloquent”.  Eloquence must go with fluency for effective reading; pause must be used effectively to point ideas and for emphasis

	• variation in tempo and volume: variation is crucial if the reader is to retain the interest and attention of the audience

	• purpose and audience: the reader must be aware of the content of the text and how the writer would want this to be delivered. If the reader is aware of the context of the text, it is sure to be effective.

	• posture and body language: the reader must be careful to stand up straight, feet comfortably apart, weight balanced, without rigidity or tension. However, the reader must not indulge in acting as if this were a performance on a stage. This is a speech, not a drama. The reader must be able to look up regularly.  The eye must go ahead, the brain must register the words, and the reader must make eye contact with the audience.

	• different presentation modes: the reader must use variety and change the intonation of voice; facial expression is crucial also. The reader may not move around but the reader must use voice and face like an actor. To that extent, reading is a performance.

	• register: this is determined by the writer, not the reader; however, the reader must be sensitive to register because it tells the reader about purpose, audience, and the tone he/she should adopt.

	• tone: the reader must vary tone so that the audience remains interested. The tone must be guided by the diction.

	• different social cultural conventions: the reader must be aware of the context of the text and mediate that correctly for the audience.

	• appropriate figurative devices such as climax, anti-climax and hyperbole (exaggeration for effect): the reader must pay careful attention to the writer’s use of language and make sure that  that language is delivered correctly.


