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	Learning Outcome(s) and Assessment Standard(s):

Learning Outcome 4: WRITING

The learner will be able to write different kinds of factual and imaginative texts for a wide range of purposes.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Writes a range of imaginative texts:

• to express imagination, ideas and feelings about self and others;

• to explore the creative, critical and playful use of language by means of narrative and descriptive  compositions, dialogues, poems, songs and letters.

■ Demonstrates basic skills in a range of features of writing appropriate to the text type (e.g. reveals character, establishes the setting and develops the plot in narrative and descriptive writing, and uses simple imagery in poetry).

■ Uses the writing process collaboratively and independently to generate texts:

• selects and explores topics through brainstorming, using mind maps and lists;

• uses increasingly complex texts as models;

• plans and develops topic using relevant information from other sources;

• organises ideas coherently in logical order to produce first drafts;

• reflects on multiple drafts considering purpose, audience, language usage, bias, complex organisation and a few simple elements of style, and revises appropriately;

• critically reflects on own and peers’ writing and makes recommendations, showing sensitivity to the rights and feelings of others;

• proofreads and corrects draft by applying knowledge of language in context appropriate for the grade;

• publishes final product, paying attention to creative presentation and varied elements of design.

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Question 1 (PER ACTIVITY)
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Assessment Task 

ACTIVITY 1

Write a descriptive essay of approximately 250 words on ONE of the following topics:

1.
The Vuvuzela: the sound of Africa

2.
Little children playing in the park

3.
A trophy.

NOTE:

Your focus is description, not telling a story or giving your opinion. DESCRIBE what you see, hear, smell, taste, or touch.

· Choose one main idea for each paragraph.

· Remember to have a good introduction and conclusion.

· Decide on the length of each paragraph.

· Vary paragraph length.

· Think about how you will structure your sentences. There must be a mixture of simple, compound, and complex.

· Variety of sentence length and variety of sentence construction are important.

· Edit your work before you hand it in.

NOTE:

This is the first time that you are focusing on EDITING and PROOF-READING. You must get into the habit of checking your work properly – not merely for a few spelling errors, but for paragraph structure, sentence construction, and more serious errors. You need to understand how important revising your work actually is.
Rubric to assess Creative Writing Home Language  
	
	Code 7: 
Outstanding 
80-100% 
	Code 6: 
Meritorious 
70-79% 
	Code 5: 
Substantial 
60-69% 
	Code 4: 
Adequate 
50-59% 
	Code 3: 
Moderate 
40-49% 
	Code 2: 
Elementary 
30-39% 
	Code 1: 
Not achieved 
0-29% 

	CONTENT & PLANNING 
30 MARKS 
	24-30 
-Content outstanding, highly original. 

-Ideas thought-provoking, mature. 

-Planning &/or drafting has produced a flawlessly presentable paragraph. 
	21-23½ 
-Content meritorious, original. 

-Ideas imaginative, interesting. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a well-crafted & presentable paragraph. 
	18-20½ 
-Content sound, reasonably coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, convincing. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a presentable & good paragraph. 
	15-17½ 
-Content appropriate, adequately coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, adequately original. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a satisfactory, presentable paragraph. 
	12-14½ 
-Content mediocre, ordinary. Gaps in coherence. 

-Ideas mostly relevant. Limited originality. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a moderately presentable & coherent paragraph. 
	9-11½ 
-Content not always clear, lacks coherence. 

-Few ideas, often repetitive. 

-Inadequate for home language level despite planning/drafting. Paragraph not well presented. 
	0-8½ 
-Content largely irrelevant. No coherence. 

-Ideas tedious, repetitive. 

-Inadequate planning/drafting. Poorly presented paragraph. 

	LANGUAGE, STYLE & EDITING 
15 MARKS 
	12-15 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation effectively used. 

-Uses highly appropriate figurative language. 

-Choice of words exceptional, mature. 

-Style, tone, register highly suited to topic. 

-Virtually error-free following proof-reading & editing. 
	10½-11½ 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation correct; able to use figurative language. 

-Choice of words varied & creative. 

-Style, tone, register appropriately suited to topic. 

-Largely error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	9-10 
-Critical awareness of language evident. 

-Language & punctuation mostly correct. 

-Choice of words suited to text. 

-Style, tone, register suited to topic. 

-Mostly error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	7½-8½ 
-Some awareness of impact of language. 

-Language simplistic, punctuation adequate. 

-Choice of words adequate. 

-Style, tone, register generally consistent with topic requirements. 

-Still contains a few errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	6-7 
-Limited critical language awareness. 

-Language mediocre, punctuation often inaccurately used. 

-Choice of words basic. 

-Style, tone register lacking in coherence. 

-Contains several errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	4½-5½ 
-Language & punctuation flawed. 

-Choice of words limited. 

-Style, tone, register inappropriate. 

-Error-ridden despite proof-reading, editing. 
	0-4 
-Language & punctuation seriously flawed. 

-Choice of words inappropriate. 

-Style, tone, register flawed in all aspects. 

-Error-ridden & confused following proof-reading, editing. 

	STRUC-TURE 
5 MARKS 
	4-5 
-Coherent development of topic. Vivid, exceptional detail. 

-Sentences, paragraphs brilliantly constructed. 

-Length in accordance with requirements of topic. 
	3½ 
-Logical development of details. Coherent. 

-Sentences, paragraphs logical, varied. 

-Length correct. 
	3 
-Several relevant details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs well constructed. 

-Length correct. 
	2½ 
-Some points, necessary details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphing might be faulty in places but paragraph still makes sense. 

-Length almost correct. 
	2 
-Most necessary points evident. 

-Sentences, paragraphs faulty but paragraph still makes sense. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	1½ 
-Sometimes off topic but general line of thought can be followed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs constructed at an elementary level. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	0-1 
-Off topic. 

-Sentences, paragraphs muddled, inconsistent. 

Length - far too long/short. 


ACTIVITY 2
This task focuses on the sense of hearing. You will use AUDITORY imagery.

Write a descriptive essay of approximately 250 words on ONE of the following topics:

1.
Lying in bed on a Saturday morning

2.
Fetching a glass of water in the middle of the night

3.
Lying in the bath with my ears under the water

Rubric to assess Creative Writing Home Language  
	
	Code 7: 
Outstanding 
80-100% 
	Code 6: 
Meritorious 
70-79% 
	Code 5: 
Substantial 
60-69% 
	Code 4: 
Adequate 
50-59% 
	Code 3: 
Moderate 
40-49% 
	Code 2: 
Elementary 
30-39% 
	Code 1: 
Not achieved 
0-29% 

	CONTENT & PLANNING 
30 MARKS 
	24-30 
-Content outstanding, highly original. 

-Ideas thought-provoking, mature. 

-Planning &/or drafting has produced a flawlessly presentable paragraph. 
	21-23½ 
-Content meritorious, original. 

-Ideas imaginative, interesting. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a well-crafted & presentable paragraph. 
	18-20½ 
-Content sound, reasonably coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, convincing. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a presentable & good paragraph. 
	15-17½ 
-Content appropriate, adequately coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, adequately original. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a satisfactory, presentable paragraph. 
	12-14½ 
-Content mediocre, ordinary. Gaps in coherence. 

-Ideas mostly relevant. Limited originality. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a moderately presentable & coherent paragraph. 
	9-11½ 
-Content not always clear, lacks coherence. 

-Few ideas, often repetitive. 

-Inadequate for home language level despite planning/drafting. Paragraph not well presented. 
	0-8½ 
-Content largely irrelevant. No coherence. 

-Ideas tedious, repetitive. 

-Inadequate planning/drafting. Poorly presented paragraph. 

	LANGUAGE, STYLE & EDITING 
15 MARKS 
	12-15 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation effectively used. 

-Uses highly appropriate figurative language. 

-Choice of words exceptional, mature. 

-Style, tone, register highly suited to topic. 

-Virtually error-free following proof-reading & editing. 
	10½-11½ 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation correct; able to use figurative language. 

-Choice of words varied & creative. 

-Style, tone, register appropriately suited to topic. 

-Largely error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	9-10 
-Critical awareness of language evident. 

-Language & punctuation mostly correct. 

-Choice of words suited to text. 

-Style, tone, register suited to topic. 

-Mostly error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	7½-8½ 
-Some awareness of impact of language. 

-Language simplistic, punctuation adequate. 

-Choice of words adequate. 

-Style, tone, register generally consistent with topic requirements. 

-Still contains a few errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	6-7 
-Limited critical language awareness. 

-Language mediocre, punctuation often inaccurately used. 

-Choice of words basic. 

-Style, tone register lacking in coherence. 

-Contains several errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	4½-5½ 
-Language & punctuation flawed. 

-Choice of words limited. 

-Style, tone, register inappropriate. 

-Error-ridden despite proof-reading, editing. 
	0-4 
-Language & punctuation seriously flawed. 

-Choice of words inappropriate. 

-Style, tone, register flawed in all aspects. 

-Error-ridden & confused following proof-reading, editing. 

	STRUC-TURE 
5 MARKS 
	4-5 
-Coherent development of topic. Vivid, exceptional detail. 

-Sentences, paragraphs brilliantly constructed. 

-Length in accordance with requirements of topic. 
	3½ 
-Logical development of details. Coherent. 

-Sentences, paragraphs logical, varied. 

-Length correct. 
	3 
-Several relevant details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs well constructed. 

-Length correct. 
	2½ 
-Some points, necessary details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphing might be faulty in places but paragraph still makes sense. 

-Length almost correct. 
	2 
-Most necessary points evident. 

-Sentences, paragraphs faulty but paragraph still makes sense. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	1½ 
-Sometimes off topic but general line of thought can be followed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs constructed at an elementary level. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	0-1 
-Off topic. 

-Sentences, paragraphs muddled, inconsistent. 

Length - far too long/short. 


ACTIVITY 2

This task focuses on the sense of hearing. You will use AUDITORY imagery.

Write a descriptive essay of approximately 250 words on ONE of the following topics:

1.
Lying in bed on a Saturday morning

2.
Fetching a glass of water in the middle of the night

3.
Lying in the bath with my ears under the water
Rubric to assess Creative Writing Home Language  
	
	Code 7: 
Outstanding 
80-100% 
	Code 6: 
Meritorious 
70-79% 
	Code 5: 
Substantial 
60-69% 
	Code 4: 
Adequate 
50-59% 
	Code 3: 
Moderate 
40-49% 
	Code 2: 
Elementary 
30-39% 
	Code 1: 
Not achieved 
0-29% 

	CONTENT & PLANNING 
30 MARKS 
	24-30 
-Content outstanding, highly original. 

-Ideas thought-provoking, mature. 

-Planning &/or drafting has produced a flawlessly presentable paragraph. 
	21-23½ 
-Content meritorious, original. 

-Ideas imaginative, interesting. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a well-crafted & presentable paragraph. 
	18-20½ 
-Content sound, reasonably coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, convincing. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a presentable & good paragraph. 
	15-17½ 
-Content appropriate, adequately coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, adequately original. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a satisfactory, presentable paragraph. 
	12-14½ 
-Content mediocre, ordinary. Gaps in coherence. 

-Ideas mostly relevant. Limited originality. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a moderately presentable & coherent paragraph. 
	9-11½ 
-Content not always clear, lacks coherence. 

-Few ideas, often repetitive. 

-Inadequate for home language level despite planning/drafting. Paragraph not well presented. 
	0-8½ 
-Content largely irrelevant. No coherence. 

-Ideas tedious, repetitive. 

-Inadequate planning/drafting. Poorly presented paragraph. 

	LANGUAGE, STYLE & EDITING 
15 MARKS 
	12-15 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation effectively used. 

-Uses highly appropriate figurative language. 

-Choice of words exceptional, mature. 

-Style, tone, register highly suited to topic. 

-Virtually error-free following proof-reading & editing. 
	10½-11½ 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation correct; able to use figurative language. 

-Choice of words varied & creative. 

-Style, tone, register appropriately suited to topic. 

-Largely error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	9-10 
-Critical awareness of language evident. 

-Language & punctuation mostly correct. 

-Choice of words suited to text. 

-Style, tone, register suited to topic. 

-Mostly error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	7½-8½ 
-Some awareness of impact of language. 

-Language simplistic, punctuation adequate. 

-Choice of words adequate. 

-Style, tone, register generally consistent with topic requirements. 

-Still contains a few errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	6-7 
-Limited critical language awareness. 

-Language mediocre, punctuation often inaccurately used. 

-Choice of words basic. 

-Style, tone register lacking in coherence. 

-Contains several errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	4½-5½ 
-Language & punctuation flawed. 

-Choice of words limited. 

-Style, tone, register inappropriate. 

-Error-ridden despite proof-reading, editing. 
	0-4 
-Language & punctuation seriously flawed. 

-Choice of words inappropriate. 

-Style, tone, register flawed in all aspects. 

-Error-ridden & confused following proof-reading, editing. 

	STRUC-TURE 
5 MARKS 
	4-5 
-Coherent development of topic. Vivid, exceptional detail. 

-Sentences, paragraphs brilliantly constructed. 

-Length in accordance with requirements of topic. 
	3½ 
-Logical development of details. Coherent. 

-Sentences, paragraphs logical, varied. 

-Length correct. 
	3 
-Several relevant details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs well constructed. 

-Length correct. 
	2½ 
-Some points, necessary details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphing might be faulty in places but paragraph still makes sense. 

-Length almost correct. 
	2 
-Most necessary points evident. 

-Sentences, paragraphs faulty but paragraph still makes sense. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	1½ 
-Sometimes off topic but general line of thought can be followed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs constructed at an elementary level. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	0-1 
-Off topic. 

-Sentences, paragraphs muddled, inconsistent. 

Length - far too long/short. 


ACTIVITY 3

This task focuses on the sense of touch.  You will use TACTILE imagery.

Write a descriptive essay of approximately 250 words on ONE of the following topics:

1.
Holding my cat/dog

2.
Washing and dressing on a wintry morning

3.
Eating a mango
Rubric to assess Creative Writing Home Language  
	
	Code 7: 
Outstanding 
80-100% 
	Code 6: 
Meritorious 
70-79% 
	Code 5: 
Substantial 
60-69% 
	Code 4: 
Adequate 
50-59% 
	Code 3: 
Moderate 
40-49% 
	Code 2: 
Elementary 
30-39% 
	Code 1: 
Not achieved 
0-29% 

	CONTENT & PLANNING 
30 MARKS 
	24-30 
-Content outstanding, highly original. 

-Ideas thought-provoking, mature. 

-Planning &/or drafting has produced a flawlessly presentable paragraph. 
	21-23½ 
-Content meritorious, original. 

-Ideas imaginative, interesting. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a well-crafted & presentable paragraph. 
	18-20½ 
-Content sound, reasonably coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, convincing. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a presentable & good paragraph. 
	15-17½ 
-Content appropriate, adequately coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, adequately original. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a satisfactory, presentable paragraph. 
	12-14½ 
-Content mediocre, ordinary. Gaps in coherence. 

-Ideas mostly relevant. Limited originality. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a moderately presentable & coherent paragraph. 
	9-11½ 
-Content not always clear, lacks coherence. 

-Few ideas, often repetitive. 

-Inadequate for home language level despite planning/drafting. Paragraph not well presented. 
	0-8½ 
-Content largely irrelevant. No coherence. 

-Ideas tedious, repetitive. 

-Inadequate planning/drafting. Poorly presented paragraph. 

	LANGUAGE, STYLE & EDITING 
15 MARKS 
	12-15 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation effectively used. 

-Uses highly appropriate figurative language. 

-Choice of words exceptional, mature. 

-Style, tone, register highly suited to topic. 

-Virtually error-free following proof-reading & editing. 
	10½-11½ 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation correct; able to use figurative language. 

-Choice of words varied & creative. 

-Style, tone, register appropriately suited to topic. 

-Largely error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	9-10 
-Critical awareness of language evident. 

-Language & punctuation mostly correct. 

-Choice of words suited to text. 

-Style, tone, register suited to topic. 

-Mostly error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	7½-8½ 
-Some awareness of impact of language. 

-Language simplistic, punctuation adequate. 

-Choice of words adequate. 

-Style, tone, register generally consistent with topic requirements. 

-Still contains a few errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	6-7 
-Limited critical language awareness. 

-Language mediocre, punctuation often inaccurately used. 

-Choice of words basic. 

-Style, tone register lacking in coherence. 

-Contains several errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	4½-5½ 
-Language & punctuation flawed. 

-Choice of words limited. 

-Style, tone, register inappropriate. 

-Error-ridden despite proof-reading, editing. 
	0-4 
-Language & punctuation seriously flawed. 

-Choice of words inappropriate. 

-Style, tone, register flawed in all aspects. 

-Error-ridden & confused following proof-reading, editing. 

	STRUC-TURE 
5 MARKS 
	4-5 
-Coherent development of topic. Vivid, exceptional detail. 

-Sentences, paragraphs brilliantly constructed. 

-Length in accordance with requirements of topic. 
	3½ 
-Logical development of details. Coherent. 

-Sentences, paragraphs logical, varied. 

-Length correct. 
	3 
-Several relevant details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs well constructed. 

-Length correct. 
	2½ 
-Some points, necessary details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphing might be faulty in places but paragraph still makes sense. 

-Length almost correct. 
	2 
-Most necessary points evident. 

-Sentences, paragraphs faulty but paragraph still makes sense. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	1½ 
-Sometimes off topic but general line of thought can be followed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs constructed at an elementary level. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	0-1 
-Off topic. 

-Sentences, paragraphs muddled, inconsistent. 

Length - far too long/short. 


ACTIVITY 4
Tell a personal Story/incident (in first or third person) in an essay of approximately 250 words.

NOTE:  The teacher must introduce the concept of first person and third person narrative. See the Reading Skills programme.

1.
The Loner

2.
The Popular Child

3.
The Naughty Child
Rubric to assess Creative Writing Home Language  
	
	Code 7: 
Outstanding 
80-100% 
	Code 6: 
Meritorious 
70-79% 
	Code 5: 
Substantial 
60-69% 
	Code 4: 
Adequate 
50-59% 
	Code 3: 
Moderate 
40-49% 
	Code 2: 
Elementary 
30-39% 
	Code 1: 
Not achieved 
0-29% 

	CONTENT & PLANNING 
30 MARKS 
	24-30 
-Content outstanding, highly original. 

-Ideas thought-provoking, mature. 

-Planning &/or drafting has produced a flawlessly presentable paragraph. 
	21-23½ 
-Content meritorious, original. 

-Ideas imaginative, interesting. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a well-crafted & presentable paragraph. 
	18-20½ 
-Content sound, reasonably coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, convincing. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a presentable & good paragraph. 
	15-17½ 
-Content appropriate, adequately coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, adequately original. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a satisfactory, presentable paragraph. 
	12-14½ 
-Content mediocre, ordinary. Gaps in coherence. 

-Ideas mostly relevant. Limited originality. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a moderately presentable & coherent paragraph. 
	9-11½ 
-Content not always clear, lacks coherence. 

-Few ideas, often repetitive. 

-Inadequate for home language level despite planning/drafting. Paragraph not well presented. 
	0-8½ 
-Content largely irrelevant. No coherence. 

-Ideas tedious, repetitive. 

-Inadequate planning/drafting. Poorly presented paragraph. 

	LANGUAGE, STYLE & EDITING 
15 MARKS 
	12-15 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation effectively used. 

-Uses highly appropriate figurative language. 

-Choice of words exceptional, mature. 

-Style, tone, register highly suited to topic. 

-Virtually error-free following proof-reading & editing. 
	10½-11½ 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation correct; able to use figurative language. 

-Choice of words varied & creative. 

-Style, tone, register appropriately suited to topic. 

-Largely error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	9-10 
-Critical awareness of language evident. 

-Language & punctuation mostly correct. 

-Choice of words suited to text. 

-Style, tone, register suited to topic. 

-Mostly error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	7½-8½ 
-Some awareness of impact of language. 

-Language simplistic, punctuation adequate. 

-Choice of words adequate. 

-Style, tone, register generally consistent with topic requirements. 

-Still contains a few errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	6-7 
-Limited critical language awareness. 

-Language mediocre, punctuation often inaccurately used. 

-Choice of words basic. 

-Style, tone register lacking in coherence. 

-Contains several errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	4½-5½ 
-Language & punctuation flawed. 

-Choice of words limited. 

-Style, tone, register inappropriate. 

-Error-ridden despite proof-reading, editing. 
	0-4 
-Language & punctuation seriously flawed. 

-Choice of words inappropriate. 

-Style, tone, register flawed in all aspects. 

-Error-ridden & confused following proof-reading, editing. 

	STRUC-TURE 
5 MARKS 
	4-5 
-Coherent development of topic. Vivid, exceptional detail. 

-Sentences, paragraphs brilliantly constructed. 

-Length in accordance with requirements of topic. 
	3½ 
-Logical development of details. Coherent. 

-Sentences, paragraphs logical, varied. 

-Length correct. 
	3 
-Several relevant details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs well constructed. 

-Length correct. 
	2½ 
-Some points, necessary details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphing might be faulty in places but paragraph still makes sense. 

-Length almost correct. 
	2 
-Most necessary points evident. 

-Sentences, paragraphs faulty but paragraph still makes sense. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	1½ 
-Sometimes off topic but general line of thought can be followed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs constructed at an elementary level. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	0-1 
-Off topic. 

-Sentences, paragraphs muddled, inconsistent. 

Length - far too long/short. 


Suggested Solutions 
ACTIVITY 1

DESCRIPTIVE WRITING

DESCRIPTIVE WRITING  calls for descriptions of familiar scenes, people or things, and includes character sketches, brief scenes, and concise episodes. Descriptions must be vivid and lively, so that the reader can experience vicariously what the writer describes.  In such writing, learners must be encourage to avoid stock descriptions, clichés, and unoriginal accounts taken from the writing of others.  Learners should not simply describe people or events – reaction to events is far more effective than descriptions of the events themselves. Writing should be distinct, vivid, emotional, but not excessive.

Focus on:

· the appeal to the five senses; include kinaesthetic imagery also

· rich, vivid, and lively detail 

· figurative language such as simile, hyperbole, metaphor,   symbolism and personification

· showing, rather than telling through the use of  active verbs and precise modifiers 

Descriptive writing is the basis for all kinds of writing. Learners recognise that they will describe while they are telling an anecdote or story, but they forget that descriptive writing should be used also in discursive and opinionative writing. Therefore, it is essential that learners grasp the value and impact of descriptive writing.

EDITING

You might like to focus on peer and parental editing also. These collaborative efforts, if taken seriously and done properly, can have a significant impact on the quality of work handed in. The problem is that learners bring the work to the teacher for ‘real’ proof-reading because their peers’ knowledge and advice are inadequate, and their parents’ input, though considerably better, is still not as good as yours!

SAMPLE ESSAY

The trophy

In the ten-foot enclosure, the lifeless form of the impala had been dragged in, drugged, just enough to make the lioness drowsy. The smell was faintly foreign as she approached the carcass, but she hadn’t eaten for days and her self-control was wearing thin. The middle-aged man entered the enclosure while she was feeding. She looked up warily, ears back, but did not get to her feet. For a second, blue eyes met ochre. He was less than ten feet away.

The shot shattered the bushveld peace like a lightning bolt. He swore and shot again, this time only succeeding in hitting her in the hindquarters as she tried to flee. It was the electric fence that got her in the end, as the third shot rang out. The wire bit into her flesh as she flung herself against it, the last bullet piercing her already lifeless heart.

The hunter bends lovingly to stroke the golden fur of the mangled body before him. The camera-shutter snaps boastfully under the perfect blue sky as the man lifts the beast’s head into the picture, so those back home can marvel at his brave achievement. The lioness’ mounted head is transported back to Germany to be mounted with pride on the killer’s suburban wall. She is destined to gaze regally across at the monotonous white space of the opposite wall. The floral-patterned carpet is her acacia-strewn savannah; the glowing bulb in its orange-fringed shade the African sun - with none of its warmth. The room is ten feet long. Her ten-foot tomb.

[259 words]

NOTE: learners do NOT have to count the exact number of words. They must approximate the number of words they use, from knowing how many words they get on a line. learners do not have to write the number of words at the end of the essay. Teachers are experienced enough to evaluate length quickly.

Rubric to assess Creative Writing Home Language  (50 Marks)
	
	Code 7: 
Outstanding 
80-100% 
	Code 6: 
Meritorious 
70-79% 
	Code 5: 
Substantial 
60-69% 
	Code 4: 
Adequate 
50-59% 
	Code 3: 
Moderate 
40-49% 
	Code 2: 
Elementary 
30-39% 
	Code 1: 
Not achieved 
0-29% 

	CONTENT & PLANNING 
30 MARKS 
	24-30 
-Content outstanding, highly original. 

-Ideas thought-provoking, mature. 

-Planning &/or drafting has produced a flawlessly presentable essay. 
	21-23½ 
-Content meritorious, original. 

-Ideas imaginative, interesting. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a well-crafted & presentable essay. 
	18-20½ 
-Content sound, reasonably coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, convincing. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a presentable & good essay. 
	15-17½ 
-Content appropriate, adequately coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, adequately original. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a satisfactory, presentable essay. 
	12-14½ 
-Content mediocre, ordinary. Gaps in coherence. 

-Ideas mostly relevant. Limited originality. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a moderately presentable & coherent essay. 
	9-11½ 
-Content not always clear, lacks coherence. 

-Few ideas, often repetitive. 

-Inadequate for home language level despite planning/drafting. Essay not well presented. 
	0-8½ 
-Content largely irrelevant. No coherence. 

-Ideas tedious, repetitive. 

-Inadequate planning/drafting. Poorly presented essay. 

	LANGUAGE, STYLE & EDITING 
15 MARKS 
	12-15 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation effectively used. 

-Uses highly appropriate figurative language. 

-Choice of words exceptional, mature. 

-Style, tone, register highly suited to topic. 

-Virtually error-free following proof-reading & editing. 
	10½-11½ 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation correct; able to use figurative language. 

-Choice of words varied & creative. 

-Style, tone, register appropriately suited to topic. 

-Largely error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	9-10 
-Critical awareness of language evident. 

-Language & punctuation mostly correct. 

-Choice of words suited to text. 

-Style, tone, register suited to topic. 

-Mostly error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	7½-8½ 
-Some awareness of impact of language. 

-Language simplistic, punctuation adequate. 

-Choice of words adequate. 

-Style, tone, register generally consistent with topic requirements. 

-Still contains a few errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	6-7 
-Limited critical language awareness. 

-Language mediocre, punctuation often inaccurately used. 

-Choice of words basic. 

-Style, tone register lacking in coherence. 

-Contains several errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	4½-5½ 
-Language & punctuation flawed. 

-Choice of words limited. 

-Style, tone, register inappropriate. 

-Error-ridden despite proof-reading, editing. 
	0-4 
-Language & punctuation seriously flawed. 

-Choice of words inappropriate. 

-Style, tone, register flawed in all aspects. 

-Error-ridden & confused following proof-reading, editing. 

	STRUC-TURE 
5 MARKS 
	4-5 
-Coherent development of topic. Vivid, exceptional detail. 

-Sentences, paragraphs brilliantly constructed. 

-Length in accordance with requirements of topic. 
	3½ 
-Logical development of details. Coherent. 

-Sentences, paragraphs logical, varied. 

-Length correct. 
	3 
-Several relevant details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs well constructed. 

-Length correct. 
	2½ 
-Some points, necessary details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphing might be faulty in places but essay still makes sense. 

-Length almost correct. 
	2 
-Most necessary points evident. 

-Sentences, paragraphs faulty but essay still makes sense. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	1½ 
-Sometimes off topic but general line of thought can be followed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs constructed at an elementary level. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	0-1 
-Off topic. 

-Sentences, paragraphs muddled, inconsistent. 

Length - far too long/short. 


You are never going to get anything better than this. This writing is exceptional in every way. Simply give the essay full marks, read it to the class, and enter it for the school magazine.
Learners must do corrections of their work.
ACTIVITY 2

SAMPLE ESSAY

Lying in bed on a Saterday morning

I lie in bed and I go back to sleep and then I wake up again and I listen. I hear mt baby brother he is in his cot I hear my older sister she is playing her music loudly while she showers.

My mother is about to go out. I can hear the sound of the kettle boiling as she makes her last cup of coffee.  My aunti is also in the house and I can hear her she is talking to my mother … telling her what to buy when shes at the shops. My mother shouts at my sister to turn down the music well we all know that my sister won’t listen she never listen’s to my mothr or at least she doesn’t want to – she just plays her music and my brother plakys his music and they’re not the same kinds of music because my sister likes hiuse and my brother likes rock and there’s always fighting and my auntie tells my mother that she should put her foot down and tell the children who’s boss but my mother never doe’s.
And that’s what I listen to and hear when I am lying in my bed on a Saterday morning.

[212 words]

NOTE: learners do NOT have to count the exact number of words. They must approximate the number of words they use, from knowing how many words they get on a line. learners do not have to write the number of words at the end of the essay. Teachers are experienced enough to evaluate length quickly.

Rubric to assess Creative Writing Home Language  (50 Marks)
	
	Code 7: 
Outstanding 
80-100% 
	Code 6: 
Meritorious 
70-79% 
	Code 5: 
Substantial 
60-69% 
	Code 4: 
Adequate 
50-59% 
	Code 3: 
Moderate 
40-49% 
	Code 2: 
Elementary 
30-39% 
	Code 1: 
Not achieved 
0-29% 

	CONTENT & PLANNING 
30 MARKS 
	24-30 
-Content outstanding, highly original. 

-Ideas thought-provoking, mature. 

-Planning &/or drafting has produced a flawlessly presentable essay. 
	21-23½ 
-Content meritorious, original. 

-Ideas imaginative, interesting. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a well-crafted & presentable essay. 
	18-20½ 
-Content sound, reasonably coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, convincing. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a presentable & good essay. 
	15-17½ 
-Content appropriate, adequately coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, adequately original. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a satisfactory, presentable essay. 
	12-14½ 
-Content mediocre, ordinary. Gaps in coherence. 

-Ideas mostly relevant. Limited originality. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a moderately presentable & coherent essay. 
	9-11½ 
-Content not always clear, lacks coherence. 

-Few ideas, often repetitive. 

-Inadequate for home language level despite planning/drafting. Essay not well presented. 
	0-8½ 
-Content largely irrelevant. No coherence. 

-Ideas tedious, repetitive. 

-Inadequate planning/drafting. Poorly presented essay. 

	LANGUAGE, STYLE & EDITING 
15 MARKS 
	12-15 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation effectively used. 

-Uses highly appropriate figurative language. 

-Choice of words exceptional, mature. 

-Style, tone, register highly suited to topic. 

-Virtually error-free following proof-reading & editing. 
	10½-11½ 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation correct; able to use figurative language. 

-Choice of words varied & creative. 

-Style, tone, register appropriately suited to topic. 

-Largely error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	9-10 
-Critical awareness of language evident. 

-Language & punctuation mostly correct. 

-Choice of words suited to text. 

-Style, tone, register suited to topic. 

-Mostly error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	7½-8½ 
-Some awareness of impact of language. 

-Language simplistic, punctuation adequate. 

-Choice of words adequate. 

-Style, tone, register generally consistent with topic requirements. 

-Still contains a few errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	6-7 
-Limited critical language awareness. 

-Language mediocre, punctuation often inaccurately used. 

-Choice of words basic. 

-Style, tone register lacking in coherence. 

-Contains several errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	4½-5½ 
-Language & punctuation flawed. 

-Choice of words limited. 

-Style, tone, register inappropriate. 

-Error-ridden despite proof-reading, editing. 
	0-4 
-Language & punctuation seriously flawed. 

-Choice of words inappropriate. 

-Style, tone, register flawed in all aspects. 

-Error-ridden & confused following proof-reading, editing. 

	STRUC-TURE 
5 MARKS 
	4-5 
-Coherent development of topic. Vivid, exceptional detail. 

-Sentences, paragraphs brilliantly constructed. 

-Length in accordance with requirements of topic. 
	3½ 
-Logical development of details. Coherent. 

-Sentences, paragraphs logical, varied. 

-Length correct. 
	3 
-Several relevant details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs well constructed. 

-Length correct. 
	2½ 
-Some points, necessary details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphing might be faulty in places but essay still makes sense. 

-Length almost correct. 
	2 
-Most necessary points evident. 

-Sentences, paragraphs faulty but essay still makes sense. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	1½ 
-Sometimes off topic but general line of thought can be followed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs constructed at an elementary level. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	0-1 
-Off topic. 

-Sentences, paragraphs muddled, inconsistent. 

Length - far too long/short. 


This essay will get   11 +   5 +  2  = 18 (not a pass).

There has not been any real planning. The learner has understood from the teacher that this essay must focus on what he hears, and he has fulfilled this part. However, there is no sentence or paragraph structure. The sentences ramble, there are no topic sentences, there is no unity of paragraph structure.  

The learner does not know how to use the  apostrophe!  The ellipsis is irritating.

The style is far too casual. The learners are not to use verbal crutches in writing (Well).

The learner must do corrections, rewriting and improving every aspect of this essay.

All learners must do corrections of their work.

ACTIVITY 3

SAMPLE ESSAY

Holding my cat

The first thing is that it is very difficult to hold my cat. In fact, we have two cats and they are both difficult to hold.  The woman who gave us her cats when she went overseas told us that they di not like being picked up.

Firstly, my sister decided that she wants to pick up the cats. And so she does. But they are difficult to hold. She puts them on her shoulder because they are trying to get down, and then one, the female, walks up her shoulder and onto her back. So now my sister is bent over, laughing, and trying to get the cat off her back without the cat scratching her to pieces. Actually, my sister had a lot of scratches when we first got the cats, because she wanted to hold them and they didn’t want to be held. What we have now is what my mother calls a compromise because they don’t scratch my sister as much and she has learnt to hold them better.

What my sister does now, is she pulls out their paws and sort of makes them half stand and that seems to keep them quiet, or you can put their paws on your shoulder and then you scratch their tummies and they quite like that, although the male cat will stand it for longer than the female.  He doesn’t see to mind as much. It’s quite funny that he purrs around your legs and he seems to want to be picked up and then when you do pick him up he just wriggles to get away. I mean that’s quite odd and irritating, if you know what I mean.

[282 words]

Rubric to assess Creative Writing Home Language  (50 Marks)    

	
	Code 7: 
Outstanding 
80-100% 
	Code 6: 
Meritorious 
70-79% 
	Code 5: 
Substantial 
60-69% 
	Code 4: 
Adequate 
50-59% 
	Code 3: 
Moderate 
40-49% 
	Code 2: 
Elementary 
30-39% 
	Code 1: 
Not achieved 
0-29% 

	CONTENT & PLANNING 
30 MARKS 
	24-30 
-Content outstanding, highly original. 

-Ideas thought-provoking, mature. 

-Planning &/or drafting has produced a flawlessly presentable essay. 
	21-23½ 
-Content meritorious, original. 

-Ideas imaginative, interesting. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a well-crafted & presentable essay. 
	18-20½ 
-Content sound, reasonably coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, convincing. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a presentable & good essay. 
	15-17½ 
-Content appropriate, adequately coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, adequately original. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a satisfactory, presentable essay. 
	12-14½ 
-Content mediocre, ordinary. Gaps in coherence. 

-Ideas mostly relevant. Limited originality. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a moderately presentable & coherent essay. 
	9-11½ 
-Content not always clear, lacks coherence. 

-Few ideas, often repetitive. 

-Inadequate for home language level despite planning/drafting. Essay not well presented. 
	0-8½ 
-Content largely irrelevant. No coherence. 

-Ideas tedious, repetitive. 

-Inadequate planning/drafting. Poorly presented essay. 

	LANGUAGE, STYLE & EDITING 
15 MARKS 
	12-15 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation effectively used. 

-Uses highly appropriate figurative language. 

-Choice of words exceptional, mature. 

-Style, tone, register highly suited to topic. 

-Virtually error-free following proof-reading & editing. 
	10½-11½ 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation correct; able to use figurative language. 

-Choice of words varied & creative. 

-Style, tone, register appropriately suited to topic. 

-Largely error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	9-10 
-Critical awareness of language evident. 

-Language & punctuation mostly correct. 

-Choice of words suited to text. 

-Style, tone, register suited to topic. 

-Mostly error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	7½-8½ 
-Some awareness of impact of language. 

-Language simplistic, punctuation adequate. 

-Choice of words adequate. 

-Style, tone, register generally consistent with topic requirements. 

-Still contains a few errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	6-7 
-Limited critical language awareness. 

-Language mediocre, punctuation often inaccurately used. 

-Choice of words basic. 

-Style, tone register lacking in coherence. 

-Contains several errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	4½-5½ 
-Language & punctuation flawed. 

-Choice of words limited. 

-Style, tone, register inappropriate. 

-Error-ridden despite proof-reading, editing. 
	0-4 
-Language & punctuation seriously flawed. 

-Choice of words inappropriate. 

-Style, tone, register flawed in all aspects. 

-Error-ridden & confused following proof-reading, editing. 

	STRUC-TURE 
5 MARKS 
	4-5 
-Coherent development of topic. Vivid, exceptional detail. 

-Sentences, paragraphs brilliantly constructed. 

-Length in accordance with requirements of topic. 
	3½ 
-Logical development of details. Coherent. 

-Sentences, paragraphs logical, varied. 

-Length correct. 
	3 
-Several relevant details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs well constructed. 

-Length correct. 
	2½ 
-Some points, necessary details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphing might be faulty in places but essay still makes sense. 

-Length almost correct. 
	2 
-Most necessary points evident. 

-Sentences, paragraphs faulty but essay still makes sense. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	1½ 
-Sometimes off topic but general line of thought can be followed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs constructed at an elementary level. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	0-1 
-Off topic. 

-Sentences, paragraphs muddled, inconsistent. 

Length - far too long/short. 


This essay will get   15 +  7 +  2  = 24 (not quite 50%)

You might decide to give the learner 25. There has been very little real planning. The learner has understood from the teacher that this essay must focus on what he feels, and he has fulfilled this part to a large extent. However, there is little sentence or paragraph structure. The sentences ramble, there are no topic sentences, there is no unity of paragraph structure.  

The style is far too casual. The learner could have improved by focusing more on the tactile imagery.  What does the fur feel like? How do the paws feel on his shoulders, what does the cat’s rubbing against his legs feel like, etc.  There are no figures of speech in the essay, not even a simple simile. There are, however, many details, so that we get an idea of the cats and the sister.

The learner must do corrections, rewriting and improving every aspect of this essay.

All learners must do corrections of their work.
ACTIVITY 4

NARRATIVE WRITING  involves re‑telling an incident, event, etc. and incor​porates the short story. All narrative writing should use significant detail, have believable characters, and be imaginative but controlled. In a short story, the climax or point of the story determines all the other details. Never have merely a pointless succession of events.

Emphasise to the learners that they should start in media res, i.e., in the middle of the event.  So often, learners approach everything from somewhere in the past and most of the essay is spent building up to the moment.  In one horrendous essay on “The best party I have ever been to”, the learner wrote about all the preparations – in boring vagueness – and spoke about the clearing up afterwards, but the reader was never told anything about the party at all.

Take out the novels or plays your learners are studying and point out that the authors begin in the middle of whatever is happening.
SAMPLE ESSAY

The Naughty Child

My brother has always been a difficult boy and he shows this quite often. He does things that people cannot believe.

His first really bad experience happened when he was left alone in the house. My mother was in the granny flat with my grandmother, and he was in my mother’s bedroom. He found a pair of scissors and cut all the way round the night frill.  My mother was so angry she could hardly speak.  He didn’t seem to think he had done much wrong.

Soon after, my mother and father went to visit friends to see their new house. They were shown all over the house, and then they went to have tea. My brother was left in the playroom.  he took crayons and drew all over their walls. The walls had just been painted.  When he was found, the walls were a mess. My father had to pay to have them re-painted.

My brother refuses to put on his safety belt in the car and my mother has just given up asking him.  He was sitting in his booster seat, and my mother braked hard. I don’t know why. My brother flew out of his seat and hit his head on the back of the front seat. He had to go for stitches.

My father says my brother just costs him money. he says it’s money that he hasn’t got to spend on that kind of thing.
Rubric to assess Creative Writing Home Language  (50 Marks) 

	
	Code 7: 
Outstanding 
80-100% 
	Code 6: 
Meritorious 
70-79% 
	Code 5: 
Substantial 
60-69% 
	Code 4: 
Adequate 
50-59% 
	Code 3: 
Moderate 
40-49% 
	Code 2: 
Elementary 
30-39% 
	Code 1: 
Not achieved 
0-29% 

	CONTENT & PLANNING 
30 MARKS 
	24-30 
-Content outstanding, highly original. 

-Ideas thought-provoking, mature. 

-Planning &/or drafting has produced a flawlessly presentable essay. 
	21-23½ 
-Content meritorious, original. 

-Ideas imaginative, interesting. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a well-crafted & presentable essay. 
	18-20½ 
-Content sound, reasonably coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, convincing. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a presentable & good essay. 
	15-17½ 
-Content appropriate, adequately coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, adequately original. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a satisfactory, presentable essay. 
	12-14½ 
-Content mediocre, ordinary. Gaps in coherence. 

-Ideas mostly relevant. Limited originality. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a moderately presentable & coherent essay. 
	9-11½ 
-Content not always clear, lacks coherence. 

-Few ideas, often repetitive. 

-Inadequate for home language level despite planning/drafting. Essay not well presented. 
	0-8½ 
-Content largely irrelevant. No coherence. 

-Ideas tedious, repetitive. 

-Inadequate planning/drafting. Poorly presented essay. 

	LANGUAGE, STYLE & EDITING 
15 MARKS 
	12-15 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation effectively used. 

-Uses highly appropriate figurative language. 

-Choice of words exceptional, mature. 

-Style, tone, register highly suited to topic. 

-Virtually error-free following proof-reading & editing. 
	10½-11½ 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation correct; able to use figurative language. 

-Choice of words varied & creative. 

-Style, tone, register appropriately suited to topic. 

-Largely error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	9-10 
-Critical awareness of language evident. 

-Language & punctuation mostly correct. 

-Choice of words suited to text. 

-Style, tone, register suited to topic. 

-Mostly error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	7½-8½ 
-Some awareness of impact of language. 

-Language simplistic, punctuation adequate. 

-Choice of words adequate. 

-Style, tone, register generally consistent with topic requirements. 

-Still contains a few errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	6-7 
-Limited critical language awareness. 

-Language mediocre, punctuation often inaccurately used. 

-Choice of words basic. 

-Style, tone register lacking in coherence. 

-Contains several errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	4½-5½ 
-Language & punctuation flawed. 

-Choice of words limited. 

-Style, tone, register inappropriate. 

-Error-ridden despite proof-reading, editing. 
	0-4 
-Language & punctuation seriously flawed. 

-Choice of words inappropriate. 

-Style, tone, register flawed in all aspects. 

-Error-ridden & confused following proof-reading, editing. 

	STRUC-TURE 
5 MARKS 
	4-5 
-Coherent development of topic. Vivid, exceptional detail. 

-Sentences, paragraphs brilliantly constructed. 

-Length in accordance with requirements of topic. 
	3½ 
-Logical development of details. Coherent. 

-Sentences, paragraphs logical, varied. 

-Length correct. 
	3 
-Several relevant details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs well constructed. 

-Length correct. 
	2½ 
-Some points, necessary details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphing might be faulty in places but essay still makes sense. 

-Length almost correct. 
	2 
-Most necessary points evident. 

-Sentences, paragraphs faulty but essay still makes sense. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	1½ 
-Sometimes off topic but general line of thought can be followed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs constructed at an elementary level. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	0-1 
-Off topic. 

-Sentences, paragraphs muddled, inconsistent. 

Length - far too long/short. 


You would give this essay 20½ + 10 + 3½ = 34. This essay is fluent but it does not show a brilliant use of language, for example, there are no figures of speech. The writer has kept the focus of the essay, and the language is generally correct.  The paragraphs are coherent with one main idea per paragraph. The length is varied. This is a pleasing but not special piece of writing. However, it must be acknowledged that the learner has used personal experience with plenty of details.
Appendix of Assessment Tools 
Rubric to assess Creative Writing Home Language  (50 Marks)    

	
	Code 7: 
Outstanding 
80-100% 
	Code 6: 
Meritorious 
70-79% 
	Code 5: 
Substantial 
60-69% 
	Code 4: 
Adequate 
50-59% 
	Code 3: 
Moderate 
40-49% 
	Code 2: 
Elementary 
30-39% 
	Code 1: 
Not achieved 
0-29% 

	CONTENT & PLANNING 
30 MARKS 
	24-30 
-Content outstanding, highly original. 

-Ideas thought-provoking, mature. 

-Planning &/or drafting has produced a flawlessly presentable essay. 
	21-23½ 
-Content meritorious, original. 

-Ideas imaginative, interesting. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a well-crafted & presentable essay. 
	18-20½ 
-Content sound, reasonably coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, convincing. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a presentable & good essay. 
	15-17½ 
-Content appropriate, adequately coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, adequately original. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a satisfactory, presentable essay. 
	12-14½ 
-Content mediocre, ordinary. Gaps in coherence. 

-Ideas mostly relevant. Limited originality. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a moderately presentable & coherent essay. 
	9-11½ 
-Content not always clear, lacks coherence. 

-Few ideas, often repetitive. 

-Inadequate for home language level despite planning/drafting. Essay not well presented. 
	0-8½ 
-Content largely irrelevant. No coherence. 

-Ideas tedious, repetitive. 

-Inadequate planning/drafting. Poorly presented essay. 

	LANGUAGE, STYLE & EDITING 
15 MARKS 
	12-15 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation effectively used. 

-Uses highly appropriate figurative language. 

-Choice of words exceptional, mature. 

-Style, tone, register highly suited to topic. 

-Virtually error-free following proof-reading & editing. 
	10½-11½ 
-Critical awareness of impact of language. 

-Language, punctuation correct; able to use figurative language. 

-Choice of words varied & creative. 

-Style, tone, register appropriately suited to topic. 

-Largely error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	9-10 
-Critical awareness of language evident. 

-Language & punctuation mostly correct. 

-Choice of words suited to text. 

-Style, tone, register suited to topic. 

-Mostly error-free following proof-reading, editing. 
	7½-8½ 
-Some awareness of impact of language. 

-Language simplistic, punctuation adequate. 

-Choice of words adequate. 

-Style, tone, register generally consistent with topic requirements. 

-Still contains a few errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	6-7 
-Limited critical language awareness. 

-Language mediocre, punctuation often inaccurately used. 

-Choice of words basic. 

-Style, tone register lacking in coherence. 

-Contains several errors following proof-reading, editing. 
	4½-5½ 
-Language & punctuation flawed. 

-Choice of words limited. 

-Style, tone, register inappropriate. 

-Error-ridden despite proof-reading, editing. 
	0-4 
-Language & punctuation seriously flawed. 

-Choice of words inappropriate. 

-Style, tone, register flawed in all aspects. 

-Error-ridden & confused following proof-reading, editing. 

	STRUC-TURE 
5 MARKS 
	4-5 
-Coherent development of topic. Vivid, exceptional detail. 

-Sentences, paragraphs brilliantly constructed. 

-Length in accordance with requirements of topic. 
	3½ 
-Logical development of details. Coherent. 

-Sentences, paragraphs logical, varied. 

-Length correct. 
	3 
-Several relevant details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs well constructed. 

-Length correct. 
	2½ 
-Some points, necessary details developed. 

-Sentences, paragraphing might be faulty in places but essay still makes sense. 

-Length almost correct. 
	2 
-Most necessary points evident. 

-Sentences, paragraphs faulty but essay still makes sense. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	1½ 
-Sometimes off topic but general line of thought can be followed. 

-Sentences, paragraphs constructed at an elementary level. 

-Length - too long/short. 
	0-1 
-Off topic. 

-Sentences, paragraphs muddled, inconsistent. 

Length - far too long/short. 


