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Learning Outcome 4: WRITING

The learner will be able to write different kinds of factual and imaginative texts for a wide range of purposes.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Demonstrates basic skills in a range of features of writing appropriate to the text type. 

■ Uses the writing process collaboratively and independently to generate texts:

• plans and develops topic using relevant information from other sources;

• organises ideas coherently in logical order to produce first drafts;

• reflects on multiple drafts considering purpose, audience, language usage, bias, complex organisation and a few simple elements of style, and revises appropriately;

• critically reflects on own and peers’ writing and makes recommendations, showing sensitivity to the rights and feelings of others;

• proofreads and corrects draft by applying knowledge of language in context appropriate for the grade;

• publishes final product, paying attention to creative presentation and varied elements of design.

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment 

	Hyperlinks: 

To be completed later. 
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2 questions x 3 paragraphs (ACTIVITY 1)
3 questions x 3 paragraphs (ACTIVITY 2)
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Question 1, 2 (ACTIVITY 1 AND 2)
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Assessment Task 

ACTIVITY 1

Read the following paragraphs.  
· Pay careful attention to the length of the paragraphs. Consider how long each paragraph is and what effect this has on the paragraph.
· Find and underline the topic sentence in each paragraph.

1.
Honey Heights, where Martha lived, was home to more than a hundred people.  There were four floors, each with six flats.  There was a small garden in the front and a parking lot at the back. At weekends, children gathered on the front steps or played in the street.  [49 words]   

2.
The Telkom worker arrived at 11.00.  He had been in Joubert Park for most of the morning, but, finally, left this job because a room was locked and no one could find the key. It was a cold day, and so he wore a jersey over his overalls, and had a colourful beanie on his head. His name was Jabu. [60 words]

3.
The tall geranium grew in a pot on the balcony. Although it was winter, the geranium was growing well and did not seem to mind the cold wind. It raised white petals to the chilly blue sky and nodded calmly to its red neighbour.  It had been planted from a slip more than a year before, and was flourishing in its new home.








[63 words]
ACTIVITY 2
Here are two paragraphs without a topic sentence.  
· Pay careful attention to the length of each paragraph.  Discuss the effectiveness of the length of the paragraph.

· Write a suitable topic sentence for each paragraph.  
· Put the topic sentence at the beginning of the paragraph.

1.
Dean was the eldest.  Of course, Mothers never have favourites, but if their Mother had had a favourite, it might have been Dean. Next came Ryan, who wished to be an Engineer when he grew up; and the youngest was Rea, who was spoiled by everyone because she was so cute.  [51 words]

2.
 The children, following the cart, stumbled a little on the rough road that wound up hill. Once Kaylyn fell into a puddle, which she had not noticed because of the darkness. The rest of the children hurried over to her and picked her up. She was damp and unhappy. There were no street lights on the road. The cart went at a slow pace. They followed the gritty crunch of its wheels. Finally, their eyes got used to the darkness and they could see the mound of boxes swaying dimly in front of them.











[94 words]
Suggested Solutions 
ACTIVITY 1

1.
Honey Heights, where Martha lived, was home to more than a hundred people. The rest of the paragraph is about the block of flats and the people.

The paragraph is short. This provides a brief, concise introduction to the block of flats. The reader expects that the rest of the essay will focus on one area. The introduction is brief, so that the writer can get on with what is essential. 

2.
The Telkom worker arrived at 11.00. The rest of the paragraph tells us more about the worker.  
This paragraph is quite short. There is time to give some background and a physical description of the worker. The reader knows that he will be important in the rest of the story, but that a long introduction to him is unnecessary. Whatever else the reader needs to know will be included later.
3.
The tall geranium grew in a pot on the balcony. The rest of the paragraph expands on the geranium.

The paragraph is short but spends enough time on the geranium even to personify it. The reader assumes that the geranium or something about it will be significant later in the story. Perhaps the white geranium will play a more important role in the story than the red geranium. The reader has, in a short space, been alerted to the presence and personality of the white geranium.
ACTIVITY 2

Paragraph 1:  

Suggested answer:  There were three children in the family.
Length:  This is a short paragraph, simply introducing each child, with one detail about each.  However, the reader has a quick insight into the family through these details, and a number of interesting questions are raised:

Dean is preferred. The reader wonders why? Is this fair? Is this going to be a problem in the story?

Ryan: wanting to be an engineer is fairly typical of a small boy but suggests a curious mind, an interested outlook on the world; he might be clever; might be ambitious. Is he trying to be something admirable to compete with Dean?
Rea: spoiled. Is this going to cause friction with her brothers?  What happens when she ceases to be “cute”?  Are there potential tantrums in store?

Paragraph 2:  

Suggested answer:  The boxes were piled into the cart and it set off.

Length:  This is a much longer paragraph.  

Plot: the reader wonders where the children are going, and in the dark. There does not seem to be an adult present, and this raises questions also. 

Atmosphere: the length of the paragraph allows the author to develop atmosphere: gloom, tiredness, weary resignation, depression.

Character: The children look after each other even when they are all in difficulties. There is a sense of support despite the general exhaustion and defeat.

A longer paragraph like this allows time for the author to do a number of things.
