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Learning Outcome 2: SPEAKING

The learner will be able to communicate confidently and effectively in spoken language in a wide range of situations.

Assessment Standards

■ Communicates ideas and feelings creatively and expressively with a great degree of confidence and with limited assistance, using a range of selected oral text types (e.g. dramas, role-plays, songs).

■ Gives oral presentations with a great degree of accuracy and creativity, paying attention to:

• clear and audible enunciation;

• pausing;

• variation in tempo and volume;

• purpose and audience;

• posture and body language;

• different presentation modes;

• register;

• tone;

• different social cultural conventions;

• appropriate figurative devices such as climax, anti-climax and hyperbole (exaggeration for effect).

■ Identifies and discusses the features which contribute to the success of own communication.

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment Task 

Prepared Reading  

· Choose a suitable passage taken from a novel.  There must be some dialogue in the passage.  

· Prepare your reading thoroughly so that you can read to the class on the date given.

· Time your reading so that it takes 3 minutes.

Unprepared reading
You will have three minutes to read through the passage and prepare your reading.  

You will be assessed against the following rubric:

CRITERIA FOR ORAL ASSESSMENT

Name of candidate_________________________________________   Grade __________

	CATEGORY
	%
	PREPARED READING

	OUTSTANDING
	90-100
	Perfect fluency and audibility.

Lucid articulation and pronunciation.

Outstanding ability to vary pitch, pace and tone.

Outstanding interpretation of text.

Audience riveted.

A pleasure to listen to.

	EXCELLENT
	80-89
	Excellent fluency and audibility.

Very high quality of articulation and pronunciation.

Varies pitch, pace and tone in a highly effective manner.

Excellent interpretation of text.

Brilliant ability to sustain audience contact.

	VERY GOOD
	70-79
	Very good level of  fluency and audibility.

Clear articulation and pronunciation.

More than adequate ability to vary pitch, pace and tone.

Very good interpretation of text. Clearly able to sustain audience contact.

	GOOD
	60-69
	Good fluency and audibility.

Articulation and pronunciation generally good though there may be a few lapses.

Appropriate  pitch, pace and tone used.

Appropriate interpretation of  text. Clearly able to sustain audience contact.

	AVERAGE
	50-59
	Reader generally  fluent and audible.

Reasonably good articulation and pronunciation, though may stumble  over some words.

Pitch, pace and tone at times inappropriate.

Does generally display understanding of  text. Audience contact adequate.

	BELOW AVERAGE
	40-49
	Reader not sufficiently  fluent and audible.

Articulation and pronunciation not adequate and reader found to be stumbling over words.

Inadequate control over pitch, pace and tone.

Sense of  text not clearly conveyed. Does not sustain sufficient audience interest.

	POOR
	34-39
	Reading clearly inadequate at this level.

Lacks fluency and audibility.

Cannot convey sense of  text. Audience contact almost non-existent.

	WEAK
	33 and below
	Reading cannot convey sense of  text. 

Inarticulate, unintelligible.

Clearly out of his/her depth at this level.


Suggested Solutions 
This task requires careful planning. The passage that you choose for unprepared reading should have the following characteristics:

1.
Length: not more than 3 minutes when read aloud. To check this, read it aloud yourself first.

2.
Vocabulary: there must not be too many unfamiliar words.  You would choose the passage so that the learners will understand easily (this is not a comprehension task); however, there should be one or two words that will trip up the less experienced reader.  If the learner recognises the words, you will give him/her credit.  Think how often learners misspell words because they have only heard them but never – or very seldom – seen them!  I am thinking of words like ‘discusted’, ‘sasyat’, and ‘Homer Fears’. 

Be stricter when assessing prepared reading than you are when you assess unprepared reading.
3.
The passage should be fiction, not non-fiction. Non-fiction is very difficult to read effectively.  
Fiction provides opportunities for learners to show some flair.

4.
The passage should contain some dialogue.  You are not expecting different accents but you are expecting different intonations. 


Be stricter when assessing prepared reading than you are when you assess unprepared reading.

5.
The passage should have some traps for learners who read word by word.  The eyes must go ahead and see what is coming, prepare the brain, and the voice then fulfils the requirements of the text. For example, the text could have something like “What are you doing here?” she whispered. If the learner’s eyes have not gone ahead, he/she will not realise that the voice must drop to a whisper.


Be stricter when assessing prepared reading than you are when you assess unprepared reading.
6.
If no passage quite fulfils your requirements, adapt a suitable passage.

Suggested text
The Star-Child by Oscar Wilde (extract)

Once upon a time two poor Woodcutters were making their way home through a great pine-forest. It was winter, and a night of bitter cold. The snow lay thick upon the ground, and upon the branches of the trees: the frost kept snapping the little twigs on either side of them, as they passed: and when they came to the Mountain-Torrent she was hanging motionless in air, for the Ice-King had kissed her. 
     So cold was it that even the animals and the birds did not know what to make of it. 
     'Ugh!' snarled the Wolf as he limped through the brushwood with his tail between his legs, 'this is perfectly monstrous weather. Why doesn't the Government look to it?' 
     'Weet! weet! weet! twittered the green Linnets, 'the old Earth is dead, and they have laid her out in her white shroud.' 
     'The Earth is going to be married, and this is her bridal dress,' whispered the Turtle-doves to each other. Their little pink feet were quite frost-bitten, but they felt that it was their duty to take a romantic view of the situation. 
     'Nonsense!' growled the Wolf. 'I tell you that it is all the fault of the Government, and if you don't believe me I shall eat you.' The Wolf had a thoroughly practical mind, and was never at a loss for a good argument. 
     'Well, for my own part, said the Woodpecker, who was a born philosopher, 'I don't care an atomic theory for explanations. If a thing is so, it is so, and at present it is terribly cold.' 
     Terribly cold it certainly was. The little Squirrels, who lived inside the tall fir-tree, kept rubbing each other's noses to keep themselves warm, and the Rabbits curled themselves up in their holes, and did not venture even to look out of doors. The only people who seemed to enjoy it were the great horned Owls. Their feathers were quite stiff with frost, but they did not mind, and they rolled their large yellow eyes, and called out to each other across the forest, 'Tu-whit! Tu-whoo! Tu-whit! Tu-whoo! what delightful weather we are having!' 
     

NOTE:

1.
The words highlighted in blue might be vocabulary problems. If there are too many for your class, replace some of them with easier words. Make sure you can pronounce them (dictionary).
2.
The words highlighted in red are the ones that indicate very clearly what tone and delivery are required.

3.
The passage is 356 words long.

Appendix of Assessment Tools 
CRITERIA FOR ORAL ASSESSMENT

Name of candidate_________________________________________   Grade __________

	CATEGORY
	%
	PREPARED READING

	OUTSTANDING
	90-100
	Perfect fluency and audibility.

Lucid articulation and pronunciation.

Outstanding ability to vary pitch, pace and tone.

Outstanding interpretation of text.

Audience riveted.

A pleasure to listen to.

	EXCELLENT
	80-89
	Excellent fluency and audibility.

Very high quality of articulation and pronunciation.

Varies pitch, pace and tone in a highly effective manner.

Excellent interpretation of text.

Brilliant ability to sustain audience contact.

	VERY GOOD
	70-79
	Very good level of  fluency and audibility.

Clear articulation and pronunciation.

More than adequate ability to vary pitch, pace and tone.

Very good interpretation of text. Clearly able to sustain audience contact.

	GOOD
	60-69
	Good fluency and audibility.

Articulation and pronunciation generally good though there may be a few lapses.

Appropriate  pitch, pace and tone used.

Appropriate interpretation of  text. Clearly able to sustain audience contact.

	AVERAGE
	50-59
	Reader generally  fluent and audible.

Reasonably good articulation and pronunciation, though may stumble  over some words.

Pitch, pace and tone at times inappropriate.

Does generally display understanding of  text. Audience contact adequate.

	BELOW AVERAGE
	40-49
	Reader not sufficiently  fluent and audible.

Articulation and pronunciation not adequate and reader found to be stumbling over words.

Inadequate control over pitch, pace and tone.

Sense of  text not clearly conveyed. Does not sustain sufficient audience interest.

	POOR
	34-39
	Reading clearly inadequate at this level.

Lacks fluency and audibility.

Cannot convey sense of  text. Audience contact almost non-existent.

	WEAK
	33 and below
	Reading cannot convey sense of  text. 

Inarticulate, unintelligible.

Clearly out of his/her depth at this level.


Ensure that, after each reading, there is feedback. This can be done by the teacher alone or in conjunction with the class.  Focus on the rubric and on the assessment criteria.  Give help and suggestions.  Make sure that the positive feedback comes first, and the negative criticism second.  if the class are responding, do not allow them to praise their friends and assault their enemies.

You might like to use the checklist in conjunction with the rubric.

Checklist for assessment criteria

	TECHNIQUES
	(   OR      (

	• clear and audible enunciation
	

	• pausing
	

	• variation in tempo and volume
	

	• purpose and audience
	

	• posture and body language
	

	• different presentation modes
	

	• register
	

	• tone
	

	• different social cultural conventions
	

	• appropriate figurative devices such as climax, anti-climax and hyperbole (exaggeration for effect)
	


Some comments on the checklist:

	TECHNIQUES

	• clear and audible enunciation: the reader should be heard clearly throughout the venue without the audience having to strain

	• pausing: it is essential to use pause and not to gabble; learners think that reading really fast = fluent reading, but, although this means they are not stumbling and hesitating, fast does not mean “eloquent”.  Eloquence must go with fluency for effective reading; pause must be used effectively to point ideas and for emphasis

	• variation in tempo and volume: variation is crucial if the reader is to retain the interest and attention of the audience

	• purpose and audience: the reader must be aware of the content of the text and how the writer would want this to be delivered. If the reader is aware of the context of the text, it is sure to be effective.

	• posture and body language: the reader must be careful to stand up straight, feet comfortably apart, weight balanced, without rigidity or tension. However, the reader must not indulge in acting as if this were a performance on a stage. This is a speech, not a drama. The reader must be able to look up regularly.  The eye must go ahead, the brain must register the words, and the reader must make eye contact with the audience.

	• different presentation modes: the reader must use variety and change the intonation of voice; facial expression is crucial also. The reader may not move around but the reader must use voice and face like an actor. To that extent, reading is a performance.

	• register: this is determined by the writer, not the reader; however, the reader must be sensitive to register because it tells the reader about purpose, audience, and the tone he/she should adopt.

	• tone: the reader must vary tone so that the audience remains interested. The tone must be guided by the diction.

	• different social cultural conventions: the reader must be aware of the context of the text and mediate that correctly for the audience.

	• appropriate figurative devices such as climax, anti-climax and hyperbole (exaggeration for effect): the reader must pay careful attention to the writer’s use of language and make sure that  that language is delivered correctly.


