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Learning Outcome 2: SPEAKING

The learner will be able to communicate confidently and effectively in spoken language in a wide range of situations.

Assessment Standards

■ Communicates ideas and feelings creatively and expressively with a great degree of confidence and with limited assistance, using a range of selected oral text types (e.g. dramas, role-plays, songs).

■ Communicates ideas, facts and opinions on challenging topics clearly and accurately and with a greater degree of coherence, using a range of factual oral text types (e.g. discussions, debates).

■ Demonstrates basic skills in a range of oral text types.
■ Gives oral presentations with a great degree of accuracy and creativity, paying attention to:

• clear and audible enunciation;

• pausing;

• variation in tempo and volume;

• purpose and audience;

• posture and body language;

• different presentation modes;

• register;

• tone;

• different social cultural conventions;

• appropriate figurative devices such as climax,

anti-climax and hyperbole (exaggeration for effect).

■ Identifies and discusses the features which contribute to the success of own communication.

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment Task 

You will be given a topic for an impromptu speech.  You will have three minutes to prepare. Jot down your ideas on your cue cards. Your speech must be approximately 3 minutes in length.
You will be assessed against the following rubric:

Rubric to assess oral presentation / prepared speaking home language
	
	 Code 7 
	Code 6 
	Code 5 
	Code 4 
	Code 3 
	Code 2 
	Code 1 

	
	Outstanding 
8-10 
	Meritorious 7 
	Substantial 6 
	Adequate 5 
	Moderate 4 
	Elementary 3 
	Not achieved 0-2 

	Research skills 
	Convincing evidence that a wide range of interesting and relevant sources have been  consulted
	Sound evidence that a wide range of interesting and relevant sources have been consulted

New and interesting facts and examples contribute to a well structured presentation 
	Good evidence that a wide range of interesting and relevant sources have been consulted

Interesting facts and examples contribute to a well structured presentation 
	Satisfactory evidence that relevant sources have been consulted 

Presentation is interesting and some new and interesting facts and examples have been given 
	Some evidence that relevant sources were used 

Presentation is adequate but without the spark of new ideas, facts or information 
	Limited evidence of partial use of sources 

Little evidence of research owing to lack of new ideas, facts or information 
	If sources were used, there is little or no evidence in the presentation 

Hardly any new ideas Any research done does not contribute to the effectiveness of the presentation 

	Planning and organisation of contents 
	A wide range of new and interesting facts and examples make the presentation impressive Thoroughly planned according to task, audience, context and format Striking introduction which immediately grasps audience attention

Brilliant development of ideas and argument

Contents reflects outstanding creativity, originality and mature insight Skilful ending thoroughly drawn together
	Very well planned according to task, audience, context and format 

Very good and appropriate introduction which immediately arouses interest 

Very good, and sustained development of ideas and argument Contents reflects creativity originality and some insight 

Very good conclusion
	Well planned according to task, audience, context and format 

Good and appropriate introduction which arouses interest Good, and sustained development of ideas and argument  Content reflects creativity originality and some insight 

Good conclusion
	Satisfactory planning according to task, audience, context and format 

Reasonably good introduction which still arouses interest Good development of argument which can be followed easily Contents fairly original, but not always creative and insight sometimes lacking Reasonably good ending, but sometimes lacks cohesion
	Adequate planning according to task, audience, context and format 

Introduction adequate which arouses some interest

Adequate development of ideas and argument but has problems with cohesion

Contents shows some originality, but not always creative and lacks insight Adequate conclusion, but lacks cohesion
	Evidence of some planning according to task, audience, context and format 

Some evidence of introduction, but barely arouses interest Some arguments can be followed, but others are inconsistent / can barely be followed 

Contents is barely original and lacks creativity or originality Hardly any evidence of a conclusion
	No evidence of planning according to task, context audience or format 

Introduction poor and arouses no audience interest

Cannot sustain argument Shows little understanding of topic Contents poor, boring and banal Conclusion lacking

	Tone, speaking and presentation skills 
	Natural delivery, a fluent skilled and animated presenter, appropriate style and register Clearly audible articulation Eye contact, facial expressions, gestures and body language outstanding, functional and convincing Audience reaction overwhelmingly positive 

Confident delivery with very little use of notes
	Very good presenter natural and fluent presentation appropriate style and register Audible articulation Eye contact, facial expressions, gestures and body language functional and convincing Audience interest sustained throughout

Notes used effectively and with confidence
	Good presenter, fluent presentation appropriate style and register Largely audible articulation Eye contact, facial expressions, gestures and body language largely functional and convincing Audience interest sustained.

Notes used effectively
	Reasonably fluent presenter, but sometimes shows hesitation, style and register mostly appropriate Reasonably clear articulation and audibility Eye contact, facial expressions, gestures and body language reasonably convincing Most members of the audience follow with interest

Some dependency on notes but still good contact with the audience
	Sometimes fluent, but presentation lacks appropriate style and register Adequately audible and clear articulation Adequate eye contact, facial expressions, gestures and body language but not always convincing Mixed reaction from the audience

Use of notes often detract from presentation
	Hesitant, lacks expression Lacks fluency, mostly inappropriate style and register Articulation not clear and hardly audible Very little eye contact / facial expressions / body language Lack of audience interest shown

Dependent on notes
	Inappropriate tone, style and register Sloppy indistinct articulation mostly inaudible Almost non-existent eye contact, inappropriate facial expression and body language No audience contact

Totally dependent on notes

	Critical awareness of language usage
	Thorough, mature vocabulary and creative language use 

Outstanding language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Exceptional awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues
	Very good mature vocabulary and creative language use 

Very good language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Very good awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues 
	Good vocabulary and creative language use 

Good language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Good awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues
	Reasonably mature vocabulary and creative language use 

Reasonable language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Reasonable awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues 
	Adequate vocabulary and language use 

Some language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Moderate awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues 
	Limited vocabulary and language use 

Struggles to manipulate language in order to evoke audience response 

Seldom aware or sensitive or respectful to language use on cultural issues 
	Very limited vocabulary and language 

Unable to manipulate language 

Hardly ever aware of sensitive or respectful language use on cultural issues 

	Choice, design and use 

of audio and/or visual; 

aids 
	Excellent and tastefully 

appropriate choice and 

presentation of visual aids 

Visual aids make an impact 

on the audience and 

effectively contribute to the success of the presentation 
	Very good and appropriate 

choice and use of visual aids 

Presenter is able to use 

visual aides effectively to 

enhance the presentation 
	Good and appropriate choice 

and use of visual aids 

Presenter is able to use 

visual aides to enhance the 

presentation 
	Visual aids are mostly 

relevant to the topic 

Most of the visual aids used 

contribute to the success of 

the presentation 
	Visual aids adequately used, 

but not always totally 

appropriate 

Visual aids do not always 

contribute to presentation 
	Seldom uses visual aids 

Use of aids sometimes 

clumsy and not functional 
	Makes no use of visual aids 


Suggested Solutions 
SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR THE UNPREPARED OR IMPROMPTU SPEECH

1.
My music

2.
My hero

3.
My most embarrassing moment

4.
I shall always remember …

NOTE:  The topics do not demand background knowledge or a wide general knowledge. The topics are chosen so that the learners do not panic about WHAT they are going to say. The topics allow the ideas to flow easily. The focus then is on:

· brainstorming

· collecting enough ideas for the time allocated

· organising those ideas

· delivery of those ideas (VERY important)
You need to assess TWO main aspects of a speech. The first is the content, the second the delivery.
Appendix of Assessment Tools 
Here are two responses to topic 3.
Once in History we were going over a homework from the night before. It had a paragraph that you had to read and you had to write what type of government it talked about and I was kind of praying that she wouldn't call on me to read one of the paragraphs and...she did. I froze up and my face turned so red. I tried to read but nothing would come out. Everybody was laughing really hard and I was soo embarrassed and she didn't get the picture that I wasn't gonna read it until like 5 minutes later!! And I started crying a little and everything it was the most embarrassing moment of my entire life. 

For this speech, you would be looking at the categories below. Ignore the criteria about research because this is an unprepared speech. 
	Adequate planning according to task, audience, context and format 

Introduction adequate which arouses some interest

Adequate development of ideas and argument but has problems with cohesion

Contents shows some originality, but not always creative and lacks insight Adequate conclusion, but lacks cohesion
	Evidence of some planning according to task, audience, context and format 

Some evidence of introduction, but barely arouses interest Some arguments can be followed, but others are inconsistent / can barely be followed 

Contents is barely original and lacks creativity or originality Hardly any evidence of a conclusion
	No evidence of planning according to task, context audience or format 

Introduction poor and arouses no audience interest

Cannot sustain argument Shows little understanding of topic Contents poor, boring and banal Conclusion lacking

	Adequate vocabulary and language use 

Some language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Moderate awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues 
	Limited vocabulary and language use 

Struggles to manipulate language in order to evoke audience response 

Seldom aware or sensitive or respectful to language use on cultural issues 
	Very limited vocabulary and language 

Unable to manipulate language 

Hardly ever aware of sensitive or respectful language use on cultural issues 


The speech is not as bad as Code 1 and you might feel that Code 2 is also harsh. The preparation was inadequate: the speech is far too short. However, the message is clearly communicated and the audience will understand why she was embarrassed. Look at Code 3: this demands “adequate planning”, but we cannot award this to the speech because of its length. Neither is there “Adequate development of ideas and argument”, so we resolve on Code 2.
This speech does have insufficient attention to style, structure and language usage. There is some interest value, but it does lack insight.

The second speech: 

I was in Grade 5 at Greenside Primary School. Our class was writing reports on animals. I was a stutterer, and had been since I was 3 or 4 years old. I had picked "Sharks" to report on. I knew I would have to read my paper aloud to the class when I turned the paper in to my teacher. So, I tried to make my paper as short as possible. Ms Quinn was a new teacher at Greenside Primary. Our principal was disabled, and couldn't walk, but she had no problem getting to each new teacher class and checking on the teacher. The principal would roll around to each class with one of the school's new teachers and just sit there on her wheels and watch the class. I had finished my Sharks report and we were sharing our reports. When it comes to my turn, I get up in front of the class, smack on my charm smile, and begin stuttering. Our principal rolls in and starts watching me. I can tell she is about to throw up from watching me stomp my feet and roll my head. Poor Ms Quinn. What will the Principal think of her now? One of her students can't even read. Unfortunately, my teacher didn't let me sit down. I had to sit there for 30 minutes and try to read my paper. I think finally she let me stop. The entire class was probably swimming in my tears by then. That was the most embarrassing moment of my life thus far. 
When we come to assess the content of this speech, we start by looking at the following categories:

	Very well planned according to task, audience, context and format 

Very good and appropriate introduction which immediately arouses interest 

Very good, and sustained development of ideas and argument Contents reflects creativity originality and some insight 

Very good conclusion
	Well planned according to task, audience, context and format 

Good and appropriate introduction which arouses interest Good, and sustained development of ideas and argument  Content reflects creativity originality and some insight 

Good conclusion
	Satisfactory planning according to task, audience, context and format 

Reasonably good introduction which still arouses interest Good development of argument which can be followed easily Contents fairly original, but not always creative and insight sometimes lacking Reasonably good ending, but sometimes lacks cohesion

	Very good mature vocabulary and creative language use 

Very good language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Very good awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues 
	Good vocabulary and creative language use 

Good language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Good awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues
	Reasonably mature vocabulary and creative language use 

Reasonable language manipulation in order to evoke audience response 

Reasonable awareness of, and sensitivity to respectful language use on cultural issues 


This learner has spent more time preparing and so has more to say. What she says is on the topic.  There is interest value, but she lacks insight. After all, the teacher must not have shown well in front of the principal but for her insensitive treatment of the learner not because of the learner’s stutter!
Unfortunately, this speech does not qualify as well-crafted nor does it have a very good use of language. Therefore, we return to Code 5. The learner has spoken sincerely and has managed to fulfil the criteria in terms of length. The speech does not lack cohesion and, although it does lack insight, it is not as weak as a Code 4.
To assess delivery, focus on each aspect offered by the rubric. Again, discuss the rubric with the learners before, during and after they deliver their speeches. Focusing on the key elements makes the learners more aware of what is required of them. Remind learners also of the requirements stated in the assessment standards.
