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Learning Outcome 3: READING AND VIEWING

The learner will be able to read and view for information and enjoyment, and respond critically to the aesthetic, cultural and emotional values in texts.
Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Reads spontaneously and often for pleasure and information across the range of texts studied, discusses personal response and the kinds of texts enjoyed, and recommends texts to others.

■ Reads aloud and silently for a variety of purposes consolidating the appropriate reading strategies developed in earlier grades.

■ Discusses the purpose, audience and context of a text.

■ Shows understanding of information texts:

• identifies main ideas and explains how the details support the main idea;

• questions ideas where appropriate;

• makes judgements and draws conclusions about ideas on the basis of evidence;

• identifies and explains different points of view.

■ Reflects on and discusses own skills as a reader. 
Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment Task 

Read the article below and summarise the MAIN POINTS concerning the self-destructive lifestyles of many child stars, which continues when these children become adults. The article was published in The Star, July 1 2009.

Instructions

1. List SEVEN points in full sentences using approximately 70 words.

2. Number your sentences from 1 to 7.

3. Write only ONE point per line.

4. Use your OWN words as far as possible.

5. Indicate the total number of words you have used in brackets at the end of your summary.

NOTE: Marks will be deducted if you ignore these instructions.
Why child stars drown in drug-riddled hole

July 01, 2009 Edition 4 

Patrick Goldstein 

Whether it turns out that he died of heart disease, a cocktail of potent prescription drugs or years of indulgence and excess, one verdict is inescapable: What really killed Michael Jackson was an overdose of show-biz values. 

Like so many child stars before him, from Judy Garland and Sammy Davis Jr to Tatum O'Neal and River Phoenix and Lindsay Lohan, Jackson never found a home in the real world. 

For Jackson, show business was his safe haven, the place that shaped his hopes and his dreams, only to drag him into a black hole of unquenchable ego gratification, anxiety, vanity, arrested development, strange obsessions and rampant insecurity. 

It happens every day - just look at how Hollywood types measure their self-worth by their weekend grosses - but it's particularly rough when you find yourself on the cover of Rolling Stone when you're 10. From the time Michael was six, he was the acknowledged star of his family's burgeoning music empire, displaying the exhilarating stage persona that helped make the Jackson 5 Motown's last great crossover music act. 

It came out later that Michael resented being the family meal ticket. Bullied by his father - he called him his "Bad Daddy" - teased by his brothers who made fun of his big nose, which Michael quickly set about whittling away to practically nothing, he was robbed of any real childhood. He had no friends, only handlers.  His only validation was the applause and the acclaim. 

An unhappy childhood and a lack of good role models are given as among the reasons behind many celebs' downfall.

When your life is defined by show-biz success, you develop a huge hole in your soul that often gets filled with drugs, booze or other self-destructive behaviour. It happens with depressing regularity, whether to O'Neal (who won an Oscar at 10, then descended into a prolonged battle with drugs), Drew Barrymore (booze at 11, coke at 14), Lohan (a Disney star at 12 before a descent into DUI arrests, coke and rehab), Macaulay Culkin (from Home Alone stardom to abuse of prescription pills) and Corey Feldman (the young star of Goonies who quickly became a poster boy for booze, drugs and excess). 

Not everyone survives, with Phoenix dying of a speedball overdose at 23 and Brad Renfro succumbing to heroin at 25. 

Jackson had plenty of struggles with drugs, becoming addicted to painkillers in the 1990s, ending with him going into rehab to recover. It's no surprise why so many child stars disappear down the drug-riddled rabbit hole. 

Instead of developing a strong inner self and a realistic approach to the world, child stars like Jackson retreat into fantasy, where they can indulge their fantasies without grappling with reality

Suggested Solutions 
The following points form the answer to the question.

1.
Many celebrities never develop a realistic attitude to life. 

2.
Child stars often learn to judge themselves by the profit gained from their work.
3.
Many are deprived of a childhood.

4.
They often have no friends.

5.
They tend to see their self-worth in terms of their fans’ applause and appreciation.

6.
They often experience a spiritual emptiness, which they fill with drugs, alcohol, and excesses of various kinds.

7.
They are inclined to retreat into fantasy.
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