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Learning Outcome 1: LISTENING

The learner will be able to listen for information and enjoyment, and respond appropriately and critically in a wide range of situations.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

■ Listens to and appreciates challenging imaginative and informative oral texts. 

■ Listens actively and carefully for specific information and main ideas, and responds appropriately.
■ Understands how familiar oral texts are organised and describes characteristic features. 

■ Identifies the speaker’s reasons for choosing particular words, phrases and sentences to influence the listener and explains their impact. 
■ Identifies the values and historical, social and cultural contexts of different texts.

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment 
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Assessment Task 

Listen to the story which will be read to you. When you have heard the story, you will answer questions on it.

Text
Jason's big Test
English creative writing short story 
One Monday, after school, Jason Zyman, age 12, was walking around the house wondering what to do. Finally he decided to ask his sister to play a game of chess with him. 
"Joanne, will you play chess with me? I'm very bored and I've got nothing to do!" Jason told his sister. 
"I can't," replied Joanne, "I have to study for my Maths test on Friday. You should study for your history test this Friday." 
"Oh come on!" said Jason, "Friday  is four days away and I don't feel like studying. Come play with me.”
"No, I will not!" said Joanne and she closed the door in her brother’s face. 
Jason, not knowing what to do, went  into his big bedroom at the end of the upstairs hallway, lay down on the bed and started flipping through channels on TV.
The next day, after school, Jason told his parents he had no homework and no studying to do. Jason's parents couldn't figure out why he was so irritable and had such a bad attitude. By the time Thursday morning came it was even worse. 
Later, Thursday afternoon, Jason and his sister, Joanne, started walking home from school. On their way they saw a stage in the town park. There was a whole bunch of people standing around it. 
The person on the stage yelled out excitedly, "We'll give out one hundred bucks to anyone here who can answer these three fun trivia questions! How about that guy in the blue shirt!" 
"Jason, that's you?!" Joanne said excitedly. 
Jason pushed through the crowd up to the stage. 
"So what's your name, cool guy?" said the person on the stage. 
"Jason Zyman," replied Jason excitedly. 
The first two questions Jason knew the answer but on the third question he stopped. The very same question was going to be in his history class the next day! Because he hadn't studied in advance, he said the wrong answer and was embarrassed in front of many people. Jason felt like crying. 
"I wish I studied when you told me too," Jason said to his sister. "If I had, I would have  one hundred dollars!"
Questions
1.
Why would Joanne not play chess with Jason?





(1)

2.
What does it tell you about Jason and his sister that they play chess?


(1)

3.
What differences are there between the two children’s attitude to their work?

(2)
4.
What was the prize offered to the person who answered the questions correctly?

(1)

5.
What do you understand by “trivia” questions?





(1)

6.
How does Jason feel when he does not know the answer?  Give a reason for your answer. 












(2)

7.
The writer has a moral that is pointed at the end of the story. What is the moral Jason learns?










(1)

8.
Why is the story called “Jason’s Big Test”?






(1)













[10]
Suggested Solutions 
1.
She was studying for a Maths test.







(1)

2.
They are intelligent children. 








(1)

3.
Joanne is conscientious and works well in advance; she is responsible. Jason is casual and careless; he leaves his work to the last minute.





(2)

4.
$100.00 dollars









(1)
5.
General knowledge questions, the kind that everyone should know; not the kind that requires expert knowledge.








(1)

6.
He feels embarrassed and disappointed (any ONE emotion) because he could have known the answer if he had studied.








(2)

7.
The moral is: do your homework when it is given to you; don’t procrastinate.

(1)

8.
Jason was expecting a History test; instead he was tested on his knowledge by a quiz master, and failed.  Any reasonable answer.






(1)
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