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Learning Outcome 3: READING AND VIEWING

The learner will be able to read and view for information and enjoyment, and respond critically to the aesthetic, cultural and emotional values in texts.
Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Reads spontaneously and often for pleasure and information across the range of texts studied, discusses personal response and the kinds of texts enjoyed, and recommends texts to others.

■ Reads aloud and silently for a variety of purposes consolidating the appropriate reading strategies developed in earlier grades.

■ Discusses the purpose, audience and context of a text.

■ Shows understanding of information texts:

• identifies main ideas and explains how the details support the main idea;

• questions ideas where appropriate;

• makes judgements and draws conclusions about ideas on the basis of evidence;

• identifies and explains different points of view.

■ Responds critically to texts:

• discusses writer’s point of view;

• discusses implicit (or hidden) messages in the text, as well as bias or prejudice;

• discusses how context influences the message;

• identifies what has been left out of the text and discusses why;

• questions whether learner agrees with the messages in the text.

■ Discusses socio-cultural, environmental and ethical issues contained in texts and identifies the aspects of texts which carry the values related to them (e.g. content, language, artwork, point of view and characterisation).

■ Reflects on and discusses own skills as a reader. 
Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment Task 

Read the following letter and answer the questions below.

Buyers beware of prescription drugs

Where does the fault lie for overdosing on prescription drugs ["Heartbreak of addiction hits home," News, June 14]? Drug companies advertise: Ask your doctor for the purple pill. Consumers demand prescriptions for the pill. Doctors provide the prescriptions.

Ultimately, the responsibility lies with the consumer who demands the drug and then overdoses on it. 

Nevertheless, I would like to see drug companies prohibited from advertising. Not because they are culpable, but because advertising increases the cost of the drugs for people who need them.

Aurora Forte
Smithtown

1.1
Where would such a letter be found?






(1)
1.2
Who is the audience for such a letter?





(1)
1.3
Why are square brackets used?






(1)
2.
Outline the writer’s point of view about 

2.1
who is to blame if someone overdoses on prescription drugs


(1)

2.2
whether or not drug companies should be allowed to advertise


(3)

3.
Is there an implicit (or hidden) message in the text, concerning doctors?  Explain. (2)

4.1
Describe the context in which this letter was written.




(2)

4.2
How does the context influence the writer’s message? Explain.
5.
What do you think the writer of the letter might have left out of this debate 
and why?









(2)
6.
Do you agree with the message of the letter?  Elaborate.



(2) 
[15]
Suggested Solutions 
1.1
This is a letter to the press which is published in a newspaper on the letters page (or in a magazine).









(1)
1.2
The audience is everyone who reads the letter or the readership of the newspaper, NOT the editor. 









(1)
1.3
What is inside the square brackets refers to a previous letter (or article) in the newspaper. 










(1)
2.1
The writer blames the person who takes the drugs.




(1)

2.2
The writer thinks drug companies should not be allowed to advertise (because advertising is expensive (and the cost is passed on to the consumer.(


(3)

3.
There seems to be an implicit suggestion that doctors are not ethical(: they will prescribe anything a patient demands without reference to law or their conscience. (
(2)
4.1
Someone else has written to the paper about a tragedy as a result of an overdose of prescription drugs.( This person is responding to that letter and giving her opinion.(











(2)

4.2
It seems that the previous writer blamed the drug companies (and this writer wants to put that idea straight.( The starting point is the debate of who is to blame if someone dies from an overdose of prescription drugs. (  Any TWO points.



(2)
5.
Any reasonable suggestion, e.g. what evidence is there of unethical behaviour of doctors?  If the drugs are on prescription, then the doctors surely must bear some of the blame?(2)
6.
Learners’ own opinion, backed up with reason and logic, and as much general knowledge as they have.









(2) 
[15]

