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Learning Outcome 3: READING AND VIEWING

The learner will be able to read and view for information and enjoyment, and respond critically to the aesthetic, cultural and emotional values in texts.
Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Reads aloud and silently for a variety of purposes consolidating the appropriate reading strategies developed in earlier grades.

■ Discusses the purpose, audience and context of a text.

■ Explains how key features and the organisation of different types of texts contribute to how the text functions (e.g. ballads).

■ Analyses techniques used to create particular effects in visual, written and multimedia texts such as:

• the effectiveness of literary devices, and language used.
■ Responds critically to texts.
■ Discusses socio-cultural, environmental and ethical issues contained in texts and identifies the aspects of texts which carry the values related to them (e.g. content, language, artwork, point of view and characterisation).

■ Reflects on and discusses own skills as a reader. 

Learning Outcome 4; WRITING

The learner will be able to write different kinds of factual and imaginative texts for a wide range of purposes.

We know this when the learner:

■ Writes a range of imaginative texts:

• to express imagination, ideas and feelings about self and others;

• to explore the creative, critical and playful use of language by means of narrative and descriptive compositions, dialogues, poems, songs and letters.

■ Demonstrates basic skills in a range of features of writing appropriate to the text type (e.g. reveals character, establishes the setting and develops the plot in narrative and descriptive writing, and uses simple imagery in poetry).

■ Uses the writing process collaboratively and independently to generate texts:

• uses increasingly complex texts as models;

• publishes final product, paying attention to creative presentation and varied elements of design.

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment Task 

ACTIVITY 1
Read the following narrative poem. Describe how the author presents his narrative. Pick out details that you like or that you think are significant. With reference to the details you have observed look at:

· how the story is told
· content of the story
· stanza form and rhyme

The Owl and the Pussy-cat    Edward Lear

I 

The Owl and the Pussy-cat went to sea

    In a beautiful pea green boat,

They took some honey, and plenty of money,

    Wrapped up in a five pound note.

The Owl looked up to the stars above,

    And sang to a small guitar,

'O lovely Pussy! O Pussy, my love,

      What a beautiful Pussy you are,

          You are,

          You are!

What a beautiful Pussy you are!'

 II 

Pussy said to the Owl, 'You elegant fowl!

    How charmingly sweet you sing!

O let us be married! too long we have tarried:

    But what shall we do for a ring?'

They sailed away, for a year and a day,

    To the land where the Bong-tree grows

And there in a wood a Piggy-wig stood

    With a ring at the end of his nose,

          His nose,

          His nose,

With a ring at the end of his nose.

 III 

'Dear pig, are you willing to sell for one shilling

    Your ring?' Said the Piggy, 'I will.'

So they took it away, and were married next day

    By the Turkey who lives on the hill.

They dined on mince, and slices of quince,

    Which they ate with a runcible spoon;

And hand in hand, on the edge of the sand,

    They danced by the light of the moon,

          The moon,

          The moon,

They danced by the light of the moon.

ACTIVITY 2

Write your own narrative poem. Make sure you look at HOW you will tell your story, WHAT the story will be about, and the FORM of the poem (stanza form and rhyme).Your poem must be a minimum of 3 stanzas and/or 20 lines.
Suggested Solutions 
ACTIVITY 1

· narrative style


The narrative is told is a typical fairy-story way: the Owl and the Pussycat went to sea.   The story is told chronologically, without the question-answer technique that is found in some ballads. There is an element of whimsy, good humour and the comic. Back up with detail from the poem.
· content


The story is fanciful and imaginative. It is not meant to be taken seriously. It is typical of the kind of stories we find in nursery rhymes.

· stanza form and rhyme

Take one stanza as an example:
The Owl and the Pussy-cat went to sea


a
    In a beautiful pea green boat,



b
They took some honey, and plenty of money,

c
    Wrapped up in a five pound note.



b
The Owl looked up to the stars above,


d
    And sang to a small guitar,



e
'O lovely Pussy! O Pussy, my love,



d
      What a beautiful Pussy you are,



e
          You are,





e
          You are!





e

What a beautiful Pussy you are.



e
The stanza has eleven lines, with lines 9 and 10 being very short. Those lines repeat the last two words of line 8. The 11-line structure and the repetition give the poem the feeling of a ballad, but it isn’t. There is a refrain.  

The rhythm is very song-like and so that also gives the poem the flavour of a ballad.
ACTIVITY 2
The learners produce a narrative poem. It must tell a story. It must have stanza structure and rhyme.

