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Learning Outcome 1: LISTENING

The learner will be able to listen for information and enjoyment, and respond appropriately and critically in a wide range of situations.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

■ Listens to and appreciates challenging imaginative and informative oral texts.
■ Listens actively and carefully for specific  information and main ideas, and responds appropriately.
■ Identifies the values and historical, social and cultural contexts of different texts.

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment Task 

Listen to the song. Then discuss the following questions.

1.
What is the singer-songwriter protesting about in this song? What upsets him?
(2)

2.
Identify the values of the singer-songwriter. What does he believe in? What is important to him? What does he value and want to preserve?  Refer to the song to support your answer.










(4)

3.
This song was written in 1961 when the so-called “cold war” was intensifying.  Discuss the time in which Seeger lived, and suggest why this song was written and performed.(4)







4.
This song was written and performed sixty years ago. Does it have any relevance for us today?  Discuss.








 (5) 
[15]
Suggested Solutions 
Play the song to the class.

WHERE HAVE ALL THE FLOWERS GONE 
words and music by Pete Seeger

performed by Pete Seeger and Tao Rodriguez-Seeger

Where have all the flowers gone?

Long time passing

Where have all the flowers gone?

Long time ago

Where have all the flowers gone?

Girls have picked them every one

When will they ever learn?

When will they ever learn?

Where have all the young girls gone?

Long time passing

Where have all the young girls gone?

Long time ago

Where have all the young girls gone?

Taken husbands every one

When will they ever learn?

When will they ever learn?

Where have all the young men gone?

Long time passing

Where have all the young men gone?

Long time ago

Where have all the young men gone?

Gone for soldiers every one

When will they ever learn?

When will they ever learn?

Where have all the soldiers gone?

Long time passing

Where have all the soldiers gone?

Long time ago

Where have all the soldiers gone?

Gone to graveyards every one

When will they ever learn?

When will they ever learn?

Where have all the graveyards gone?

Long time passing

Where have all the graveyards gone?

Long time ago

Where have all the graveyards gone?

Covered with flowers every one

When will we ever learn?

When will we ever learn?
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Answers
1.
Protest: The songwriter is opposed to war and the killing of the youth. He is upset by the disruption brought about by war. He is distressed when he sees young men dying and relationships being destroyed because of wars.




(2)

2.
He values negotiation to solve problems, non-violent ways of sorting out difficulties, peace, communication, love and trust. He rejects war and destruction, and is upset by the loss of young people and the destruction of one generation after another.

(4)

3.
By the end of the Second World War, Russia had conquered eastern Europe and Germany was divided into two. The cold war set in, a period of armed hostility. The cold war continued to worsen, with the USSR exploding some very large bombs during testing and then masterminding the building of the Berlin Wall, separating East from West Berlin. America sent a battle group to Germany, and Americans and Russians glared at each other across the border.

Due to this uncertainty, many Americans built backyard fallout shelters in case of nuclear war. 


To make matters worse, the Americans financed anti-Castro Cubans for an invasion at the Bay of Pigs, which was an unmitigated disaster. The Soviets put the first man in space in April, Yuri Gagarin,  followed by the US in May with Alan Shepard. A little later, the Russians tried to send a fleet loaded with nuclear warheads to Cuba, but backed down.

There were race riots in cities throughout the United States. The UN General Assembly condemned Apartheid and South Africa became an independent republic.

Information from: http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/1961.html


[Any FOUR reasonable points]







(4)

4.
The learner should point out that there have been hardly any years since 1961 in which there has been world peace. The song is as relevant now (when young  people are dying in Iraq and Afghanistan and in various places in Africa as well as elsewhere in the world) as it was when it was written. There is still a shocking waste of life and the sense of being trapped in a cycle. The only thing that seems to have changed is that young women are now more directly involved in war.
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