Educator and Tagging Information

	Learning Area: 

Languages

	Resource Name:  

English Home Language

	Assessment Exemplar Number:

EHL8.11

	Item/s:

1

	Phase: 

Senior Phase 

	Grade:

8

	Tags:

Listening skills, Formative Assessment, film, witness, test

	Assessment Type:

Formative

	Assessment Form/s:

Test

	Copyright for included material:

Witness, directed by Peter Weir


	Duration:
60 minutes

	Learning Outcome(s) and Assessment Standard(s):  
Learning Outcome 1: LISTENING

The learner will be able to listen for information and enjoyment, and respond appropriately and critically in a wide range of situations.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

■ Listens to and appreciates challenging imaginative and informative oral texts. 

■ Listens actively and carefully for specific  information and main ideas, and responds appropriately. 

■ Identifies and discusses the use of non-verbal strategies (e.g. eye contact, body language, tone of voice, pauses).

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING
The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment
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	Number of questions for exemplar:

2

	Rating:

Easy questions:
Question 1
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Assessment Task 
You have watched the film, Witness. You will now look again at the scene where Rachel and Book are in the kitchen and he gives her the bullets.

1.
Divide your page into two columns: Visual track and Sound track.  


Describe what you see in the column labelled ‘Visual Track’ and what you hear in the column labelled ‘Sound Track’.

2.
You are going to write an analysis of the shot of Rachel and Book under these headings. In order to do this, you must think about what you see and what you hear, and what this tells you about Rachel and Book and the relationship between them.  



Write a short paragraph under the heading INTERPRETATION.

Suggested Solutions

	Visual  track                               


	Sound track

	A medium close‑up of Rachel and Book

Silence

Rachel is looking at Book

He holds her hand and closes her fingers over the bullets  

Rachel side‑lit

Book and Rachel in the foreground, the kitchen in the background

Light from the window ‑ natural

Closed frame

Bottles of peaches on the table in the  centre 
	Book whistles 

Book tells Rachel not to put the bullets in the peaches




Interpretation

Book and Rachel's intimacy develops; he takes her hand to her surprise, and then defuses the situation with humour. They touch, and look at each other; they are close and alone. The whole sequence gives the sense of the growing relationship between them.
The light is natural ‑ part of Weir's attempt to convey the natural way of life of the Amish. This is reinforced by the presence of the peaches: the Amish live by farming, off the land; there are no cans, etc. Contrast the food in the fast‑food restaurant earlier in the film.

Book respects the Amish customs, and returns the gun and bullets when he returns from Saltzburg. He wants to show Rachel that he is sorry for upsetting her, and that he will abide by the Amish code while he shelters with them. 
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