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	Learning Outcome(s) and Assessment Standard(s):  
Learning Outcome 1: LISTENING

The learner will be able to listen for information and enjoyment, and respond appropriately and critically in a wide range of situations.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

■ Understands how familiar oral texts are organised and describes characteristic features (e.g. short stories, praise poems, short talks). This will include recognising tools used for humour such as punch lines, sarcasm and  exaggeration and identifying, recognising and analysing sound effects in different audio-visual texts.

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING
The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner.
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment Task 
Listen to the following story.  After you have heard the story, divide into groups of four.

Discuss: 

1.
What makes this a short story? 

Everyone in the group must make notes on ALL of the following.

Each member of the group is responsible for reporting back on ONE of the following.  

1.1
SETTING  (time, place, weather)

1.2
PLOT (the sequence of events in the story)

1.3
CONFLICT (any sort of force that opposes the main character)

1.4
CHARACTER (the personalities of the people in the story)  Think carefully about the kind of English the storyteller uses.  How does this affect the way a listener responds?

2.
What do you think the moral of the story is?  In your discussion, think about the environment and how human beings behave towards the environment.

Suggested Solutions

Read the following story to the class, then instruct them to do the task.




King M  by Crispin Oduobuk

Hey friend, I tell you a story. A good story. With a moral in it. 
     I tell you about a king. I tell you about King Mmefiokmma. See, King M, he living long time ago with big kingdom. Lots of land and people. Just not enough water on one part of his kingdom. So he has like a desert, see? 
     King M; he a good king. So one day, God says to him: "Mmefiokmma, you're a good king, so I’ll give you the one thing you really need. I'll give you a river so you won’t lack water so much. Good, eh?" 
     King M says, "It's good," and, "thank you, God," then he sits back and waits for the river. 
     Soon enough the river comes flowing though. But it’s flowing on the side of the kingdom that don't need it so much. 
     So King M figures to himself, maybe God forgot which side of the kingdom really needed the river. So he puts up army of workers and they spend a lifetime diverting the river to the side of the kingdom that really needs it. 
     Problem is, not long after they finish this tedious work, the whole river dries up. 
     So King M, now wasted by age and disappointment, cries up to God. "God, why have you taken back the river?" 
     "I didn't." Says God. 
     "So where's it gone to?" King wants to know. 
     God chuckles and says, "My son Mmefiokmma, you gave it to the desert, didn't you? That desert been thirsty long before your time. I knew that, but you didn't." 
     Again King M cries up to God sadly: "God, since you knew the desert was going to drink up the river, why didn't you warn me when I was diverting it there? And since you can do everything, why didn't you just sate the desert so it wouldn't drink up all the river?" 
     God sighs heavily and King M's whole kingdom trembles. Then God says, "Mmefiokmma, that's the problem with you humans: you just don't get it." 
     Now, friend, you know the story; you can figure out the moral -- I'm not sure what it is so I can’t tell you. I can tell you though that I like this story and I'd like to try and dramatize it. You think maybe you can play King M and I play God?
1.
What makes this a short story? 

1.1
SETTING  (time, place, weather) 
This story is set in Africa, in the kingdom of King Mmefiokmma.
1.2
PLOT (the sequence of events in the story)


God sees that the kingdom does not have enough water, and he gives the king a river. However, the river is on the side of the kingdom that is less in need of water. The king spends many years diverting the river to the desert area; then the river dries up. The king asks God why He didn’t warn him or why He didn’t send enough water to change the desert.

1.3
CONFLICT (any sort of force that opposes the main character)


The conflict lies in the plot of the story: God gives a river but in what the king sees as the wrong place. He sets about rectifying the situation.  There is a quiet conflict between man and God, because man does not understand the ways of God.

1.4
CHARACTER (the personalities of the people in the story)  
Think carefully about the kind of English the story-teller uses.  How does this affect the way a listener responds? Would the story be more effective if told in standard English? How could some of the structures be turned into standard English?

The characters are God, who sends the river, and the king who thinks God has made a mistake and tries to improve on what God has done.


Finally, there is the storyteller. His English is not good and he does not understand the moral of the story. However, the learners must not say he is ignorant or stupid.  His poor command of language reflects the fact that English is not his mother tongue, it is a local variety; his inability to understand the moral reflects all human beings’ inability to understand God and their world.  Finally, the narrator suggests that the story be dramatised: this indicates that the story is repeated all the time in our lives.

2.
What do you think the moral of the story is?


The learners may offer any reasonable suggestion, such us: we do not understand the ways of God, but we are presumptuous enough to try to ‘improve’ what God does. We do not understand our world or the factors that influence it but we presume to change and meddle. We are not grateful for what we have; we seek more.
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