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	Learning Outcome(s) and Assessment Standard(s):

Learning Outcome 3: READING AND VIEWING

The learner will be able to read and view for information and enjoyment, and respond critically to the aesthetic, cultural and emotional values in texts.
Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Reads spontaneously and often for pleasure and information across the range of texts studied, discusses personal response and the kinds of texts enjoyed, and recommends texts to others.

■ Reads aloud and silently for a variety of purposes consolidating the appropriate reading strategies developed in earlier grades.

■ Discusses the purpose, audience and context of a text.

■ Responds critically to texts:

• discusses writer’s point of view.
■ Discusses socio-cultural, environmental and ethical issues contained in texts and identifies the aspects of texts which carry the values related to them. 

■ Reflects on and discusses own skills as a reader. 
Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment 
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7
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Question 1
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Question 1.2, 2
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Question 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 4


Assessment Task 

Read the following article and answer the questions on it. It was published in Sowetan on 3 July 2009.

	
	PATHETIC! - Testing station employees should be ashamed for spitting on the gift of work to protest
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	REDI’S TAKE -  Redi Direko
The rot has set in and we are losing something precious. Every day there is an event that chips away at our value system and righteousness as a nation. It might be a heinous crime, a lack of delivery, breaking the rules of the road, littering or displaying a lack of respect for ourselves and those around us. If we don’t watch out, our nation will suffocate and drown in this rot. 
Every week there is a major strike or threats of a strike. In some instances, this is a last desperate attempt by disgruntled workers to force the hand of obstinate employers. But there are instances in which strikes are driven by ignorance, rebellion and plain laziness. The latest strike by Johannesburg Metro employees is pathetic.
This week all testing stations across the city were closed because – wait for it – officials were striking in support of Metro Police officers who were appearing at a disciplinary hearing. These officers are facing a hearing for a violent strike last year. 

Maybe I am missing something. No matter how many times I play this over in my head, I am still gobsmacked.

Thirty eight officers are in trouble and have to answer for their inappropriate actions. 

As a show of solidarity hundreds of their colleagues down tools and spend the day loafing.

This means thousands of people who have taken time off work cannot be tested, book tests, renew licences and register their vehicles. Some of those affected are justifiably enraged, while others are said to have simply shrugged their shoulders, saying they would return another day. But this is likely to create a bigger problem in the long run since a major backlog already exists in the learners and drivers licences booking system. 
Our roads were also less safe because there was a shortage of cops enforcing bylaws.

Those who decided to embark on this work stoppage probably have families, children who look up to them and rely on them for affirmation. There might also be unemployed siblings in the family who dream of one day waking up in the morning and fulfilling their purpose. While they sit on the steps of their offices, basking in the winter sun, their elderly parents are probably boasting to all and sundry about how proud they are of their children who are law enforcers. 

How shameful for them to spit on this gift called work.
The global economy is in turmoil, shedding jobs at an alarming rate. South Africa is not immune to these adverse conditions.  Our situation is even worse because not only are workers losing their jobs but hundreds of thousands more have not had any form of employment even when our economy was thriving.
It is a privilege to work and if you are going to take to the streets in protest or down tools, your reasons have got to be plausible. The behaviour of these Metro workers defies logic and goes against every endeavour to make our country thrive. The ingredients of a rainbow nation go far beyond political stability, racial tolerance and cultural diversity. We need to find a work ethic based on hard work and diligence, regardless of our circumstances. Our working conditions can never be perfect but a willingness to drench ourselves in our work and pursue the moral benefit of hard work will bring success. The metro employees who went on this ridiculous solidarity strike have not only shown scant regard for the citizens of Johannesburg but they have also exhibited a lack of respect for themselves. 
What losers!


Questions
PURPOSE

1.1
What event has prompted Redi Direko to write this article?




(1)

1.2
Why has Direko written this article?
Explain.





(3)

AUDIENCE

2.
To whom is this article directed?  Give a reason for your answer.



(3)

CONTEXT

3.
Direko sets the incident in a number of contexts, some particularly South African and one global. Look at paragraphs 5-8 and describe, in your own words, the context that Direko mentions:

3.1
paragraph 5

3.2
paragraph 6

3.3
paragraph 7

3.4
paragraph 8








(2 x 4 marks) 
(8)

4.
Write a paragraph of 8 lines in which you give your assessment of the situation. Support your answer with careful reasoning.







(5)
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Suggested Solutions 
1.1
This week all testing stations in Johannesburg were closed because officials were striking in support of Metro Police officers who were appearing at a disciplinary hearing.

(1)

1.2
Direko is angry about the strike and wants to criticise it. He feels the licencing officials are lazy and corrupt and had not reason to go on strike. He wants to vent his anger and disapppintment. (Mark globally)







(3)

2.
The article is directed to any reader of Sowetan. This is an issue that affects everyone and is not merely for one particular audience, such as those who were inconvenienced by the strike. (Mark globally)









(3)

3.1
paragraph 5:  The context is that of other working people taking time off and then having to leave again; ( people need to licence their vehicles or book driver’s tests and do other things around licencing but they could not because of the strike. (
 3.2
paragraph 6:  The context is our already dangerous road situation;( the roads were not safe; officials were not on duty.( 

3.3
paragraph 7: the context is the families of the strikers for whom the strikers should be role models,( not showing their laziness and lack of commitment.(
3.4
paragraph 8: the context is the global recession; things are bad for everyone;( it does not help if officials go on strike for no apparent reason.(

(2 x 4 marks)            (8)

4.
Mark on the quality of the learner’s thinking and the sensitivity shown to the issues.

Rubric to assess answers to questions on newspaper article
	Code 7: 
Outstanding 
80-100% 
	Code 6: 
Meritorious 
70-79% 
	Code 5: 
Substantial 
60-69% 
	Code 4: 
Adequate 
50-59% 
	Code 3: 
Moderate 
40-49% 
	Code 2: 
Elementary 
30-39% 
	Code 1: 
Not achieved 
0-29% 

	5
-Content outstanding, highly original. 

-Ideas thought-provoking, mature. 

-Planning &/or drafting has produced a flawlessly presentable essay. 
	4
-Content meritorious, original. 

-Ideas imaginative, interesting. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a well-crafted & presentable essay. 
	3½
-Content sound, reasonably coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, convincing. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a presentable & good essay. 
	3 
-Content appropriate, adequately coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, adequately original. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a satisfactory, presentable essay. 
	2½ 
-Content mediocre, ordinary. Gaps in coherence. 

-Ideas mostly relevant. Limited originality. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a moderately presentable & coherent essay. 
	2 
-Content not always clear, lacks coherence. 

-Few ideas, often repetitive. 

-Inadequate for home language level despite planning/drafting. Essay not well presented. 
	1
-Content largely irrelevant. No coherence. 

-Ideas tedious, repetitive. 

-Inadequate planning/drafting. Poorly presented essay. 
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Appendix of Assessment Tools 
Rubric to assess answers to questions on newspaper article
	Code 7: 
Outstanding 
80-100% 
	Code 6: 
Meritorious 
70-79% 
	Code 5: 
Substantial 
60-69% 
	Code 4: 
Adequate 
50-59% 
	Code 3: 
Moderate 
40-49% 
	Code 2: 
Elementary 
30-39% 
	Code 1: 
Not achieved 
0-29% 

	5
-Content outstanding, highly original. 

-Ideas thought-provoking, mature. 

-Planning &/or drafting has produced a flawlessly presentable essay. 
	4
-Content meritorious, original. 

-Ideas imaginative, interesting. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a well-crafted & presentable essay. 
	3½
-Content sound, reasonably coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, convincing. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a presentable & good essay. 
	3 
-Content appropriate, adequately coherent. 

-Ideas interesting, adequately original. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a satisfactory, presentable essay. 
	2½ 
-Content mediocre, ordinary. Gaps in coherence. 

-Ideas mostly relevant. Limited originality. 

- Planning &/or drafting has produced a moderately presentable & coherent essay. 
	2 
-Content not always clear, lacks coherence. 

-Few ideas, often repetitive. 

-Inadequate for home language level despite planning/drafting. Essay not well presented. 
	1
-Content largely irrelevant. No coherence. 

-Ideas tedious, repetitive. 

-Inadequate planning/drafting. Poorly presented essay. 


