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Learning Outcome 1: LISTENING

The learner will be able to listen for information and enjoyment, and respond appropriately and critically in a wide range of situations.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

■ Listens to and appreciates challenging imaginative and informative oral texts (e.g. poems, praise

poems, two- or three-episode stories and radio dramas, short talks, radio advertisements, debates).

■ Listens actively and carefully for specific information and main ideas, and responds appropriately, for example:

• takes notes, summarises and draws conclusions.
Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING
The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner.
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment Task 
Listen to the text, which will be read twice. The topic is the underground culture of drum ‘n’ bass music.  

While you are listening, you must take notes of why drum ‘n’ bass has been successful in Cape Town. In your notes, answer the question: What makes drum ‘n’ bass successful?  Make SEVEN points. 

Afterwards, you will be asked to write a coherent paragraph from your notes. Your paragraph must be no more than 90 words.

NOTE:  An underground culture is a subculture that exists outside the scope of mainstream mass media and popular culture. This includes Underground music, which is music with a following despite moderate commercial success. 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
Suggested Solutions

Read the following text to the learners. 

	King of the underground drum 'n' bass jungle 

	July 2, 2009 (adapted)

By Atiyyah Khan

Over the past 15 years in Cape Town, drum 'n' bass has been one of the most consistent movements in the electronic music scene. Despite a related form of music, dubstep, being all the rage among the cool kids at the moment, drum ‘n’ bass continues to hold its place on the music scene.

If you happened to be at a drum 'n' bass party in Cape Town and saw a creature with huge dreads jerking like the Energizer bunny on speed, chances are that would have been Niskerone, or as his mom knows him, Mark Stevens.

Niskerone is the mastermind behind the drum ‘n’ bass parties, that take place on Thursday nights at Fiction, which celebrates its third birthday tonight, a feat for a movement that has such a small appeal.

While the history of drum 'n' bass in SA is probably best told by those who have continued it, it is safe to say that Cape Town has had a strong involvement with the movement since the '90s with its parties in warehouses and subways. 

"I started listening to drum 'n' bass in the early '90s, but I only started going to parties in 2000," says Niskerone. 

"Organising the parties was hard work, but the idea was that we were going to provide good drum 'n' bass to people focusing on the lighter side of the music. Every week, there's a core crowd that comes and it's like home. It's small, but intense."

While any scene is only as good as those who push it, Cape Town's advantage lies in its continuous support system.

"In Cape Town, as a general rule, the promoters work together. We're not really competing. We're one group of friends, and over the past few years that's what kept our community alive in the city. We don't have parties on conflicting evenings and there's good vibes all around. We try to keep the scene alive, strong." 


"SA has produced a lot of successful drum 'n' bass producers, who are our biggest export in underground music."

According to Niskerone, drum 'n' bass is one of those genres that reinvents itself every two years, whether it's from sampling heavy bass lines to rave to soulful beats to Brazilian to hip hop. 

What might have helped Cape Town also, aside from the regular evenings, is the only weekly drum 'n' bass radio show in the country, which runs on Bush Radio every Tuesday, and has done for 12 years.

"The Internet has really changed drum 'n' bass for us," Niskerone says, as it has helped an inter-connection of listeners and also DJs.

As for the state of drum 'n' bass in South Africa, he says: "The scene is healthy and it continues to grow. It's great to see a younger crowd get interested. I encourage them to get involved in production and DJ-ing!" 

Big up to those keeping underground culture alive!


The learners must list SEVEN of the following points:
1) Parties held every week for three years.
2) An energetic and passionate promoter: Mark Stevens.
3) A core crowd that is loyal and supportive.
4) The promoters work together. They do not really compete. They are one group of friends. 

5) SA has produced a lot of successful drum 'n' bass producers, who are our biggest export in underground music.

6) A weekly drum 'n' bass radio show in Cape Town, which runs on Bush Radio every Tuesday, and has done for 12 years.
7) The Internet has helped an inter-connection of listeners and also DJs.

8) Younger people becoming interested.
The learners must then write their notes as a coherent paragraph.

Suggested answer
Drum ‘n’ bass has been successful because of the parties organised by an energetic and passionate promoter, Mark Stevens, and held every week for three years.  The culture has a loyal and supportive core. Moreover, the promoters work together as a group of friends without really competing. South Africa has produced a lot of successful drum 'n' bass producers. Cape Town has the only drum ‘n’ bass radio show in the country. The Internet has helped by connecting listeners and also DJs. Finally, younger people are becoming interested in this music.  [91 words]

[Allocate 1 mark for each point and 3 marks for language]

