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	Learning Outcome(s) and Assessment Standard(s):  
Learning Outcome 1: LISTENING

The learner will be able to listen for information and enjoyment, and respond appropriately and critically in a wide range of situations.

Assessment Standards

■ Listens to and appreciates challenging imaginative and informative oral texts (e.g. poems).
■ Listens actively and carefully for specific  information and main ideas, and responds appropriately. 

■ Understands how familiar oral texts are organised and describes characteristic features (e.g. short stories, praise poems, short talks). This will include recognising tools used for humour. 
■ Identifies the speaker’s reasons for choosing particular words, phrases and sentences to influence the listener and explains their impact.

■ Recognises and accepts a wide range of different varieties of the language such as different accents and dialects and discusses the language of different age groups (e.g. slang).

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING
The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner.
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.

	Learning Space:  

Assessment

	Hyperlinks: 

To be completed later.

	Number of questions for exemplar:

10

	Rating:

Easy questions:
Questions 1, 4.1

	Medium questions:

Questions 21, 3, 4.2, 6, 7

	Difficult questions:
Questions 2.2, 5, 8


Assessment Task 
Listen to the song, which will be played twice.  When you have listened to it, you will be asked to write down answers to questions.

Suggested Solutions

Play the following song to learners twice. Then ask them the questions.

THE REDBACK ON THE TOILET SEAT 
by Slim Newton 

There was a redback on the toilet seat
When I was there last night.
I didn't see him in the dark,
But boy I felt his bite. 

I jumped high up into the air
And when I hit the ground,
That crafty redback spider
Wasn't nowhere to be found. 

I rushed into the missus,
Told her just where I'd been bit.
She grabbed a cut-throat razor-blade
And I nearly took a fit. 

I said, "Just forget what's on your mind
And call a doctor please,
'Cause I got a feeling that your cure
Is worse than the disease." 

There was a redback on the toilet seat
When I was there last night.
I didn't see him in the dark,
But boy I felt his bite. 

And now I'm here in hospital
A sad and sorry sight,
And I curse the redback spider
On the toilet seat last night. 

I can't lie down, I can't sit up
And I don't know what to do,
And all the nurses think it's funny
But that's not my point of view. 

I tell you its embarrassing,
And that's to say the least,
That I'm too sick to eat a bit
While that spider had a feast. 

And when I get back home again
I tell you what I'll do,
I'll make that redback suffer
For the pain I'm going through. 

I've had so many needles
That I'm looking like a sieve,
And I promise you that spider
Hasn't very long to live. 

There was a redback on the toilet seat
When I was there last night.
I didn't see him in the dark,
But boy I felt his bite. 

But now I'm here in hospital
A sad and sorry sight,
And I curse the redback spider
On the toilet seat last night. 

Questions

1.
Why did the speaker not see the spider?





(1)

2.1
Give an example of exaggeration from the poem.




(1)

2.2
What effect does the exaggeration have?





(2)

3.
Why does the speaker call the spider crafty?




(1)

4.1
What did the man’s wife grab?






(1)

4.2
What does he mean when he says he “nearly took a fit”?



(1)

5.
What did the man think his wife was going to do?




(1)

6.
Why do the nurses think “it is funny”?





(1)

7.
What is the man hoping to do when he gets home?




(1)

8.
This poem is meant to be funny.  Discuss the forms of humour in the poem, and 
            then say if you find the poem funny and why, or why not.



(5)

[15]

Answers

1.
It was dark.

2.1
He jumped high up into the air when he was bitten.




(1)

2.2
This makes the poem funny, because the image created in the listener’s mind is of his overreaction to what happened.












(2)

3.
The spider vanished before he could be seen.




(1)

4.1
A cut-throat razor.








(1)

4.2
He was horrified/terrified/shocked/appalled.





(1)

5.
She planned to cut out the poison.






(1)

6.
He was bitten on his behind and is now in great discomfort.



(1)

7.
He wants to find and kill the spider.






(1)

8. 
The poem is funny because:

· the place of the bite

· his over-reaction 

· the wife’s grabbing the razor and terrifying him even more

(2)


The learner then needs to explain whether he/she finds this particular kind 
of humour funny and why/why not.



















(3)
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