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Learning Outcome 1: LISTENING

The learner will be able to listen for information and enjoyment, and respond appropriately and critically in a wide range of situations.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

■ Listens to and appreciates challenging imaginative and informative oral texts (e.g. short talks).

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment Task
Listening to a short talk

Listen to the short talk. It will be read to you twice. When you have listened to it, you will be asked to write down answers to a number of questions.

Suggested Solutions

Read the following text to learners twice. Then read out the questions.
BIRDS OF A FEATHER FLOCK TOGETHER

He likes chocolate; she likes chips.

He is black; she is white.

This is still a workable relationship.  In the society in which we live today, these traits are considered opposites, so can I truly agree with this proverb?  

In a world where many people still frown upon homosexual relationships, for example, this proverb is a contradiction in terms.  Is our society or this proverb incorrect?

There is no ‘single’ group more separate than gender, and there is no stronger line than that which divides male from female.  Nothing more opposite.  But, is a female’s attraction to a male and vice versa purely for reproductive purposes? 

As individuals, we tend to develop our own traits, interests, fears, likes, and dislikes. This causes us to push boundaries, because we want to break away from our single ‘flock’ and explore new things.  If you are anything like me, you try your best not to conform to society, and not to bow down to the trend-setters who set the rules.  

Of course, we do get the daily lecture from our over-protective parents about how we must stay away from such and such a group of people, and how we must not be friends with that person. Is that unfair of our parents, or are they just looking out for us?   They do say that one is judged by the company one keeps, but people who are different from us are often fascinating, and we like to choose our friends from such a group. 

Why should we all be the same?  Why spend your energy trying to be friends with someone exactly like you?  In my own experience, I enjoy the company of those who share different views and interests more than the company of those with whom I have a great similarity.  I am often intimidated by people who enjoy the same subject or sport that I do, and tend to push them away, but I am drawn to people who can teach me new things and show me new experiences.  

While I was preparing this talk, a friend told me about her grandparents, Ted and Shirley. They have many differences:  Ted is a neat freak, is very organised, while his wife, Shirley, drives him crazy with her sloppiness, untidiness and disorganised life.  Yet they have a highly successful marriage.

I conclude that everything that is known becomes dull.  Anything different is intriguing. Birds of a feather do not willingly flock together.

Questions
1.
The people mentioned at the beginning of the talk are different in two ways. Name them.













(4)

2.
What question does the speaker ask herself at the beginning of her talk?


(1)

3.
What do you understand by the term ‘gender’?





(1)

4.
Do you agree with the speaker when she says: “There is no ‘single’ group more separate than gender, and there is no stronger line than that which divides male from female”?  Write a paragraph in which you discuss how gender should influence what a person does in his/her life.










(6)

5.
Write down THREE reasons that the writer gives for young people ‘pushing boundaries’.
(3)

6.
About what do parents lecture their children?





(1)

7.
What might be the parents’ motives for this, according to the writer?


(2)

8.
What kinds of people does the speaker choose for her friends?



(2)

9.
Describe Ted and Shirley.








(2)

10.
How does the speaker use the example of Ted and Shirley to support her view?

(2)

11.
The writer states that we live in a world “where many people still frown upon homosexual relationships”. Would you agree that many people are still prejudiced? Write a paragraph in which you express your point of view about homosexuality. Remember to keep in mind the legal position as stated in our Constitution.






(6)













[30]

Answers

1.
The man likes chocolate; the woman likes chips. He is black; she is white.


(4)

2.
She asks whether she can truly agree with this proverb.  




(1)

3.
Gender refers to male and female.







(1)

4.
The learner may say ‘yes’ or ‘no’. Do not give marks for this.  Mark according to the 

quality of the learner’s critical and creative thinking around the issue of gender and roles. 











(6)
5.
Individuals are all different. They want to break away from the group and explore new things. They do not like to conform. They do not want to follow the trends or rules. 
 [Any THREE]










(3)
6.
Parents try to control the people their children spend time with; they do not approve of everyone their children choose as friends.






(1)

7.
They might be unfair or protective.







(2)

8.
She chooses:


people who are different from her/people who have different views and interests 


people who can teach her new things and show her new experiences  


(2)

9.
Ted is a neat freak and is very organised, while his wife, Shirley, drives him crazy with her sloppiness, untidiness and disorganised life.  





(2)

10.
As Ted and Shirley are different from each other ((), the writer concludes that people who are different are interested in each other. (() 





(2)
11.
The learner needs to show sensitivity in a number of areas, e.g. the Constitution and traditional or religious views that do not agree with the Constitution. Mark according to the quality of the learner’s critical and creative thinking around the issue.


(6)
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