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Learning Outcome 3: Reading and Viewing

The learner will be able to read and view for information and enjoyment, and respond critically to the aesthetic, cultural and emotional values in texts.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

3.3 identifies the purpose, audience and context of a text.

Learning Outcome 5: Thinking and Reasoning

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

5.1 Uses language to think and reason:

· infers and deduces meaning, and explains the intentions of the author by interpreting written, visual and aural texts across the curriculum.

5.3 Processes information:

· compares different points of view, and identifies differences and similarities.
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Assessment Task
English reading and viewing – Comprehension

Read the interview below and answer the questions which follow.
An interview with Densey Clyne
Throsby:   Do you like spiders?

Clyne:       I love spiders. I think they have the most fascinating lives … secret lives people don’t 

                 know about. They’re really, in their own way, much more interesting than insects are.  

                 We don’t realise what fascinating spiders we have around the garden.

Throsby:   Are spiders different from insects only structurally, or are they different in other ways?

Clyne:       They’re very different. Very different in their behaviour – certainly structurally. To start

                  with, they’ve got eight legs and insects only have six legs. But, they’re quite different.

                  They probably had different origins. The insects’ life and the courtship and mating 

                  procedures are totally different from spiders.

Throsby:    What about that incredible phenomenon of spiders spinning the web, which I watched

                  over the summer holidays. I couldn’t work out how the spider got that first strand to go 

                  between two points. Has that ever been explained?

Clyne:       That puzzles most people. Actually they do it in a quite simple way. They let out a

                  thread of silk from the tip of their body – and they just sit there. There are always

                  currents of air around that we’re not aware of. The thread gets pulled out and lifted

                  and it drifts across in the direction of the air current until it comes to a solid object –

                  like a leaf or a branch – and it sticks there.

Throsby:    Why doesn’t the spider stick in its own web?

Clyne:        Ah! Well, that’s a thing not many people know about. Because only part of the web is 

                  sticky.  That’s the spiral. Let’s go into the structure of the web a little but – it’s quite 

                  fascinating. When the spider puts down that spiral part that we all see in the middle of 

                  the web – the part that actually catches insects – it starts from the inside, from the hub

                  and it puts down a very broad spiral of non-sticky silk. Now that’s a sort of scaffolding 

                  the spider works on. When it reaches the outside of the structure, it starts coming in 

                  again, making a spiral inwards, and that spiral is a sticky spiral – braided with sticky

                  droplets. Presumably the spider, when it walks on the web, knows where to put 

                  its feet. I think this is awfully clever, because spiders have eight feet, but they have

                  claws on the end of their feet which are quite minute and delicate and they probably

                  know where to put them.

Throsby:    It’s an incredible story.  It’s one that is fascinating not only for its beauty and intricacy

                  but for the smallness of it, too.

Answer the following questions in full sentences. Each question is worth two marks. Grammar, sentence structure and spelling will be assessed.

(You may use a dictionary to identify difficult words.)

1. Identify the interviewer and the interviewee.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. Which words in her opening statements tell us that Densy Clyne is not arachnophobic?

      ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. Spiders have more legs than insects. List two other differences.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

4. How does nature assist spiders to get the threads attached to a solid object?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

5.  Why does Densey Clyne think spiders are “awfully clever”?

      ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

6. Which word below best describes Densey Clyne? Motivate your answer with evidence from the interview.

	amiable
	informative
	persuasive


………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

7. Which word denotes a similarity between a builder and a spider? Why?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8. Provide two reasons why this would be classified as a good interview.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

9. Who is the target audience for this interview? Motivate your answer.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

10. Explain the meaning of the phrase: to spin a yarn. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

10 x 2 = [20]
Suggested Solutions 

	Question

number
	Possible

marks
	Solution

	1.
	2
	Throsby is the interviewer, Clyne the interviewee.

	2.
	2
	Clyne is not arachnophobic, because she says she loves spiders.

	3.
	2
	They differ in origin.

The mating and courtship procedures differ.

* Listing must be done one below the other or a mark is taken off.

	4.
	2
	Currents of air lift the threads and they drift to a solid object and stick there.

	5.
	2
	She thinks spiders are awfully clever, because they know where to put their feet when they walk on the web.

	6.
	2
	Informative – she knew a lot about spiders.

	7.
	2
	The word scaffolding creates a similarity between builders and spiders, because builders use scaffolding whilst building.

	8.
	2
	This is a good interview, because the topic is informative and the interviewer asks questions in a warm, friendly manner./The interviewer asks interesting questions./The interviewer gives answers that are easily interpreted.

	9.
	2
	The target audience would be adults and children who are interested in nature.

	10.
	2
	The meaning of ‘spin a yarn’ is to tell a story.

	
	Total:[20 marks]
	


Take off ½ a mark for incorrect grammar/spelling/punctuation.

Take off 1 mark if answer is not in a full sentence, as this provides an opportunity to assess grammar and sentence structure.









