21 April 2008

Dear Ms Schoeman
I saw the invitation on the Thutong web page to email you and I have taken you literally.
You and others might be interested to know that when I first heard about inclusion I thought the Department had gone "loony". I am the mother of a disabled child - some undiagnosed neurological disorder, my child does not speak properly, has autistic symptoms and at 16 years of age he can not write. He has been in special education since he was 4 years old. 
After he completed Grade 7 we were forced to send him to boarding school, as there was no suitable special school for Grade 8s and 9s in our area. He has now recently completed Grade 9. Last year we were again forced to look for another school, his last school stopped at Grade 9. He was eventually accepted into another special school, also out of our area, and with limited boarding facilities. While I was trying to find suitable accommodation for my child a mainstream school offered to accept him as a learner and as a boarder, we live in KZN  

We decided to gamble on the mainstream school because the mainstream school is far better resourced with respect to technology (my child does all his school work on a computer) compared to the one and only special school that would have been an option. 
We are still not sure if we have made the correct decision or not - my child does have huge limitations - the mainstream school may well have "bitten off more than they can chew". (We may well have to revisit the special school next year.) However, I have never seen my child more happy. 
Sending my child to a mainstream school is completely the reverse to what I expected it to be. He is happy and seems to act in a more mature manner. In remedial schools he was constantly teased and bullied - a broken arm, mild sexual abuse, cell phone photos while being teased etc. It is almost like special schools harbour a bunch of children with a whole lot of secondary emotional problems that result in them teasing others.  While many teachers in special schools are dedicated, some seem to just be there because no mainstream school offers them a job, many are clueless about teaching disabled learners and have had no formal teaching in that area. Few teachers in special schools are able to download work or mark work off a computer, many are not even able to switch a computer on.  
You might also be interested to know that I am a high school teacher and have been for the last 20 years. I have worked in IEB schools with small groups of learners and I am presently working in a large state school, without meaning to sound arrogant I do know what I am looking at.  
What is also relevant to this case is that my child is attending a well resourced state school and we are paying for a teacher-aid to assist him. However, all the staff at this new school are making every effort to accommodate him and the learners are all being very nice and helpful. The school does need to be commended for their efforts. Inclusion does have the potential to work - I am still not sure if it will work in our case or not but there are definitely some benefits to it. 
With kind regards
Mother
 

