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CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 
Ms. Carole Podetti

The Valued Citizens Initiative

The Valued Citizens Programme develops responsible citizenship through educational institutions in order to create a culture based on principles enshrined in the South African constitution.

Since four years, with the Valued Citizens Initiative, primary educationists – parents, teachers, principals, – have the opportunity to participate in the growth of our children as literate adults and as responsible citizens to care for our society.

Values in Education curriculum involves engaging the youth in a process of gaining knowledge and wisdom about moral qualities and ethical behaviour. 

The outcomes of the Valued Citizens Programme include:

· Knowledge – information, facts, and skills

· Wisdom – insight and understanding

· Spiritual perception – discovery of self, the meaning of life, understanding of my mission

· Citizenship actions – experience and actions to sustain a strong and healthy civil society

The Valued Citizens Programme is part of the curriculum in Life Orientation and Human and Social Sciences, for learners to gain knowledge and skills on values and citizenship principles. 

The Valued Citizens Programme is more than Human Rights Training and more than a Civic Education Course…It enhances self-confidence, self-esteem and pride for the children to be aware of their own potential, it develops critical thinking and guide them in their experimentation of Values, Rules, Rights and Duties for them to promote a healthy civil society in South Africa. 
At the Valued Citizens Initiative, we take on the challenge to develop citizenship education with the Gauteng Department of Education by:

· Providing an extensive educator’s training composed of 21 workshops throughout nine months, 

· Implementing an outcome based programme rich in application in the classrooms with the Grade 4, 5 , and 6 learners and from this year, with Grade 7, 8 and 9 

· Offering parent’s workshops on request from the Valued Citizens Schools,

· Providing learning support materials such as video, learner’s manual, educator’s guide and “Our Earth, Our Land, Our Values” art book

According to Mr. Dilebo from Michael Seageng Primary School: “Meaningful culture of learning and the sense of belonging to the rainbow nation is fostered through the Valued Citizens Programme”

Citizenship Education

Since 1994, South Africa has been involved in a nation-building project through healing. Healing with the practice of core social values such as peace, reconciliation and social justice. Indeed, there is a need to restore the self-esteem and self-confidence of our children and develop their knowledge about citizenship and our constitutional values.

So, let us for a moment think of education as a process rather than a subject, neatly packed into curricula, all given, endorsement and authority through exams, certificates and diplomas. Let us see it as a process of growth making awareness of self and environment, a cultural process.

Citizenship education is more than a subject; it is a way of life. 
It is clear that the Constitution is a call to action to all South Africans to build a democratic society. It is therefore important to meet this call in education as well.

But education only, without values, does not enable a learner to understand life outside the walls of the school. Therefore, the Valued Citizens Programme aims at bridging the gap between academic knowledge and everyday life by engaging educators and learners in a process of gaining knowledge and wisdom.

According to Professor Kader Asmal, Former Minister of Education: "We are to live our Constitution and Bill of Rights in our everyday lives rather than just hear it interpreted for us, we have to distil out of it a set of values that are comprehensible and meaningful to every citizen".

Positive Self-Esteem in People to Develop Pride

The Valued Citizens Initiative focuses first on self-esteem before building on knowledge. We assist people to believe in themselves to be able to become positive role models to our youth. Self-esteem is about positive reinforcement, positive feedback and positive affirmation.

For instance, the Valued Citizens Programme engages principals and educators to use positive affirmations, which promote values because statements influence the perspective of our learners. 

Example: Most of the learners define a right and a rule as a negation. A right is often defined as the negation of an abuse – “I have the right not to be raped” like a rule – “the rules in class are: Do Not Swear, Do not steal”, so the ownership of rules to develop responsible behaviour is not practised. Change in attitude request change in our thoughts so we ask to learners to think about a positive statement after mentioning a negative affirmation. This develops the children’s ability to foster their own positive attitude just by using positive words such as “Respect others and the property of others”.
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A human being is born whole. Through the years, knowledge and experience affect our trust, personal harmony and integrity. That is why it is crucial to use our intuitions, acknowledge our feelings, think constructively to have a positive attitude and behave in accordance with our values.
In the Valued Citizens Initiative, we firmly believe that feelings determine both the quality and quantity of one's learning. When feelings are positive, learners "work" with the neo cortex, the part of the brain, which allow us to think, to be creative, and problem-solvers. Negative feelings make learners stress and "work" with the reptilian brain with its concern for survival which puts them on a mode of fight, freeze or flight.. 

Life presents our learners with an endless variety of situations: crisis, people and events that naturally produce emotions in them and us. Therefore, it is essential to be able to express our emotions and feelings in a safe, non–judgmental environment. The Valued Citizens Educator’s Training assists educators to create a conducive environment for learning, which allows children to know themselves well, to learn to get along with others, to act with passion, to cultivate peace and serenity, and to pursue worthwhile goals.

When feelings are expressed, discipline in the classroom generally improves because the learners feel they are being heard.

To build a satisfying relationship with the learners, it is crucial for educators to communicate effectively with them. Good communication is based on mutual respect; this means that both educators and learners allow each other to express their ideas, point of views, feelings and emotions without fear of being ridiculed. 

Openness and Democracy For A Better Communication

Communication is about information; and in our classrooms we spend our time providing information, which we assume becomes knowledge. But as educators, do we teach learners for them to pass their test? Do we teach children to be able to repeat information? No, we facilitate learning to develop children as adults who make the appropriate decisions regarding a situation in order to be pro-active in a life. 


Educationists are used to provide information to children but not to communicate, to share information, knowledge and skills with them. 

While to build a satisfying relationship with the children for learners to express their ideas, point of views, feelings and emotions without fear of being ridiculed, a good communication is required.

With the Valued Citizens Programme, we foster the practice of a good communication between all the stakeholders of the school community. A good communication is based on mutual respect; this means that both educators and learners share knowledge, ideas, experiences, and feelings in order to develop a positive relationship and efficient communication.

Democracy is also a value promoting communication in the classroom. Creating a democratic classroom environment takes time because the educator needs to build a relationship of trust with the learners and learners need to feel responsible and part of the decision-making process in order to co-operate, support and commit themselves to decisions which affect the class as a whole.

"A society that knows how to talk and how to listen does not need to resort to violence" - Saamtrek Conference, February 2001

In the Valued Citizens Programme, we promote writing, reading, drawing, listening and talking as an array  of activities which become:

· Opportunities for debates and negotiation of meaning 

· Project-based and team learning activities

· Clear instructions and engaging tasks 

· Reasonable discipline

The use of these four methods of teaching enables learners to develop their own skills, to use their dimensions of thinking and learning to the fullest. The different tasks promote the acquisition and application of knowledge that reflects the real world. The Valued Citizens Programme promotes interests and engagement because most of the topics do not have readily-made apparent answers. Learners then have a real purpose for discovering and applying information and for using all strategies that are available to them. 

According to Paulo Freire: "Education should pose problems for people to solve, rather than give pat answers for people to memorize". 

According to Vivienne Carelse, Western Cape Department of Education - "Empowerment comes through the emancipation of the imagination and acquisition of skills to refine our various forms of expression".

Conclusion

To be a citizen is a right and with it comes responsibilities. To listen to an educator as a Valued Citizen or to listen to a learner as a Valued Citizen is to value his/her uniqueness and difference. Through experiential games, the Valued Citizens Training Officers demonstrate to the beneficiaries the fact that we see the world, not as it is but as we are. And then, through life examples provided by the beneficiaries, we discuss, debate and role-play the experience given in order to confront citizenship principles and values with reality. 

An old Chinese proverb says: I hear, I forget, I see, I may remember, I do….I understand.” Involvement in the learning activity promotes understanding.
With the Valued Citizens Programme, we give perspective to our lives and give the opportunity to more learners to learn to see the world with an understanding of who they are, and then they will accept others as they are and they will promote tolerance in our society by being problem-solvers.

With the Valued Citizens Programme, we support the development of patriotism and social honour by relating values to knowledge and skills and by promoting a self-conscious professional community composed of principals and educators who:

· Pursue a clear and shared purpose,

· Engage in collaborative activity,

· Take collective responsibility for the learning process,

· Inspire learners and the school community at large,

And with pride belong to South Africa.

























� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





Feel





Intuition





Feel





Think





Act or React





























_1145188097.doc


WISDOM



(use knowledge 



  and common sense to be 



pro-active towards situation)







 































KNOWLEDGE 



(recall and understanding of information)















INFORMATION 



(use of data and experience)











DATA 



(collection of figures, statistics and facts)











NOISE 



(Load music, shouting,…)











INFORMATION PYRAMID












