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Introduction to the Assessment Frameworks

Background

Between 2003 and 2006 the Department of Education (DoE) phased in a revised National 
Curriculum Statement (NCS) for grades R – 9 for schools in the General Education 
and Training Band. The Statement contains the learning outcomes and assessment standards 
for each of the learning areas, setting out the minimum or essential knowledge, values and 
skills to be covered in each grade (Overview document pp 13 – 14).

In 2007 the National Policy on Assessment and Qualifi cations for Schools in 
the General Education and Training Band (GET) was introduced to provide a 
framework for assessment and qualifi cations. It lays down the requirements for formal 
assessment and stipulates the number of formal assessment tasks per learning programme 
required for each grade.

Together, these two documents provide the basis from which schools and teachers are 
expected to plan, teach and assess their learners in the GET band. 

To support the implementation of the National Curriculum Statement (NCS) the DoE 
provided Assessment Frameworks for the Foundation and Intermediate Phases in 
2008 as part of the Foundations for Learning (FFL) Campaign:  These documents 
were developed to help teachers to put the NCS into practice in the classroom. They are 
a tool to assist teachers in their planning, teaching and assessment:

• The documents break down the content (knowledge, values and skills) embedded in 
the assessment standards and divide it across the four terms.  These ‘milestones’ thus 
ensure that there is conceptual progression both within a term and throughout the 
year. 

• The milestones are intended to provide guidance on the content to be planned, taught 
and assessed per term. It also gives guidance on the expected level of achievement that 
learners in a particular grade should achieve  at the end of each  term. 

• The milestones applicable for each Assessment Task are identifi ed, in line with the 
National Policy on Assessment and Qualifi cations.  The Assessment Framework is 
an enabling document that gives the teacher guidance and support on planning and 
assessment for the year and grade (work schedule) and the development of lesson 
plans (daily/weekly). 

• Planning and Assessment happen as integrated processes.  Assessments are built into 
the teaching and learning activities taking different forms (observation, oral, practical, 
written recording, etc.).

• Exemplar rubrics and rating scales based on the milestones for the last assessment task 
for each term are given so that schools and districts can develop common  assessment 
tasks.
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How to use the Assessment Frameworks

We have encouraged the infusion of Assessment Frameworks into the Work Schedule 
(year / grade plan). The Assessment Frameworks also support teachers in developing their 
Programme of Assessment.  The Assessment Frameworks inform but do not replace the 
teachers’ written planning and assessment documents. 

Aligned to the Assessment Frameworks, Exemplar lesson plans have been developed and 
supplied to all schools offering Grades 1 – 6. By using the Assessment Frameworks, together 
with the NCS and the Assessment Policy documents, the work of the teacher will be made 
much easier. Remember also that teachers should use other supporting documents that 
the Department of Education has produced such as the LSEN documents.

The Assessment Frameworks can help the teacher in different ways:

• Before the year begins: 
 When planning teaching, learning and assessment for the year the milestones can be 

used to inform: 
– the three levels of planning to make sure that the key skills are developed 

throughout the year and all the underlying assessment standards are covered, 
and, 

– the Programme of Assessment for the Grade which will lead to the development 
of the school’s annual Assessment Plan. 

 The milestones for both the previous and subsequent grades are also a useful 
resource for teachers as they provide information on what a learner should have 
achieved by the end of the previous grade and what he/she will be expected to  
achieve during the following year.

• During the year:
 In planning: When planning the daily teaching and learning activities the milestones 

give guidance on what skills should be taught and what learners should be practising 
at a particular time so that the skills can be developed incrementally. The milestones 
also provide examples and suggestions on the amount of work that can be expected 
of learners. Remember though that the development of many of the numeracy and 
literacy skills should be on-going, even if they are not earmarked for formal assessment 
during a specifi c assessment task. Bear in mind also that these are the minimums and 
teachers should endeavour to teach beyond the scope of these milestones.

 In Assessment: the milestones for each Assessment Task have been identifi ed so 
that teachers can build the key assessment activities into their teaching and learning 
programme and develop specifi c assessment activities where necessary.
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 At the end of a term: the milestones can be used as a useful checklist to track whether 
the teaching and learning activities that have been set out have been achieved and 
also to monitor and support learners’ progress and plan relevantand appropriate 
intervention programmes for learners experiencing barriers to learning. 

• At the end of the year:
 The milestones can assist schools in making decisions on the progression of learners. 

They could also be used as part of the process of refl ection on the year’s teaching 
and assessment activities. 
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A Note on the Mathematics Assessment Tasks 

The National Policy on Assessment for Schools stipulates that two assessment tasks 
in Mathematics should be formally assessed each term. These tasks cover the essential 
milestones expected for that term (refer to pages 3 to 11 in this document).  The Learning 
Outcomes and Assessment Standards used to develop assessment tasks are stated 
in the Work Schedule and are further described in the Numeracy Programme of 
Assessment. 

Use the milestones to ensure your Work Schedule covers the required knowledge, skills 
and values for teaching and learning demonstrating conceptual progression. Not everything 
taught needs to be formally assessed. However, it is essential that you continuously assess 
your learners’ progress through both a formal and an informal assessment programme, 
as this informs your daily planning. Do not only use the Assessment Tasks for assessing 
counting, mental agility and problem solving. On a daily basis you must observe your 
learners’ counting skills, ability to answer questions, ability to refl ect on their own solutions to 
problems etc., recording where necessary. It is important, too, that learners’ understanding 
of what they are doing in Mathematics is assessed and not just their ability to give answers 
correctly. Your assessing of mathematical skills is, therefore, also continuous and not just a 
once-off assessment.

For each Assessment Task, you must design two or more activities that will allow learners 
to demonstrate the skills, knowledge and values you are assessing i.e. the criteria from 
the Assessment Standards. Use the holistic rubrics, checklists and rating scales provided, as 
well as other assessment tools to observe, assess and record every learner’s understanding. 

You need to ensure that assessment is not only done as written work, but allows for 
practical and oral work too (forms of assessment). The Assessment Task, therefore, needs 
to be infused into your normal teaching and learning time over a period of time e.g. 5-7 
consecutive days. Allow learners to have access to counters, number lines, number charts 
etc if they need them, even during an assessment task. You want to assess what 
learners understand and not what they can just memorise. Your recorded assessment is 
against the whole task, using the National codes and level descriptors.

Explanation of  terminology

• Holistic rubric:  a collection of skills and knowledge (criteria) against which the learner 
will be assessed. It gives an overall impression of how the learner has performed.

• Rating scale: a set of statements containing the knowledge and skills (criteria) to be 
assessed. Each statement is rated separately and is a guide for the overall assessment of 
the complete task.
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Mathematics Assessment Task 2

Grade 4:  Term 1
Checklist for 2nd Assessment Task:  Term 1

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Is the learner able to: Yes No

1. Use expanded notation to build up and break down numbers to 1000? 

2. Recognise and write decimal fractions of the form 0,5?

3. Double and halve numbers to 500?

4. Add and subtract 2 two-digit numbers in written work?

5. Mentally add and subtract 2 two-digit numbers where one number is a whole ten?

6. Multiply 2 single-digit numbers where the answer is not more than 100 in written work?

7. Mentally multiply 2 single-digit numbers using the counting multiples? E.g. 2, 3, 5, 10

8. Complete the output numbers for given input numbers using a fl ow diagram?

9. Indicate the number of faces in 3-D objects?

10. Solve word problems using the four operations with numbers to 1 000? 

11. Solve problems involving calculating with appropriate SI units for length?

12. Explain how the problem was solved and the thinking involved?

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement

Grade 4:  Term 2
Holistic rubric for 2nd Assessment Task:  Term 2

1
Not 

achieved

2
Partial 

achievement

3
Satisfactory
achievement

4
Outstanding
achievement

Is the learner able to:

Only four 
correct

Five to 
seven 
correct

Eight to ten 
correct

All twelve 
correct

1. Count forwards and backwards in multiples of 3, 9, 11 and 
25?

2. Use the decimal fractions of  0,5, 1,5 and 2,5, and equivalent 
numbers, in the context of measurement?

3. Use expanded notation to build up and break down numbers 
to 2000?

4. Identify the value of digits in numbers to 2000?

5. Correctly complete number sentences using addition and 
subtraction of 2 three-digit numbers?

6. Correctly complete written multiplication of 2 two-digit 
numbers where one number is a whole 10 to at least 200?

7. Mentally add, subtract and multiply using numbers within the 
number range dealt with?

8. Represent and compare common fractions of ½, ¼, ⅓, ⅛?

9. Indicate the lines of symmetry in 2-D shapes?

10. Solve problems involving calculating with SI units for mass?

11. Solve problems involving calculating with, and converting 
between, time units?

12. Solve word problems using all 4 operations, fractions and 
decimals and explain solution? 
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Grade 4:  Term 3
Rating Scale for 2nd Assessment Task:  Term 3

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Is the learner able to: Rating Comments

1. Count forwards and backwards in different intervals with understanding? 

2. Solve problems involving addition and subtraction of whole numbers up to 5 000?

3. Solve problems involving addition of common fractions in context?

4. Correctly complete written work of multiplication of 2 two-digit numbers?

5. Correctly complete written work of division of a whole 3-digit number by a whole 2-digit 
number?

6. Mentally calculate addition and subtraction using numbers within the known number range?

7. Mentally calculate multiplication of numbers to 10x10?

8. Solve problems where two or more quantities of the same kind (ratio) are compared?

9. Solve problems where two or more quantities of different kinds (rate) are compared?

10. Write number sentences to describe a problem situation in context? 

11. Collect and organize data in tallies and tables and interpret graphs?

12. Use data recorded to draw bar graphs?

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement

Grade 4:  Term 4
Holistic rubric for 2nd Assessment Task:  Term 4

1
Not 

achieved

2
Partial 

achievement

3
Satisfactory
achievement

4
Outstanding
achievement

Is the learner able to:

Only four 
correct

Five to 
seven 
correct

Eight to ten 
correct

All twelve 
correct

1. Use building up and breaking down of numbers to perform 
written calculations of addition and subtraction of 4-digit 
numbers?

2. Perform written calculations of multiplication of at least 
2-digit by 2-digit numbers?

3. Solve problems involving division of whole 3-digit numbers by 
whole single-digit numbers?

4. Solve division problems where there is equal sharing with 
remainders?

5. Explain solutions to problems?

6. Solve problems involving addition of common fractions in 
context?

7. Mentally calculate addition and subtraction, including 
rounding off to the nearest 10 or 100?

8. Mentally calculate multiplication of number up to 10x10?

9. Use the reciprocal relationship between multiplication and 
division e.g. if 3x5=15, then 15÷3=5?

10. Use the equivalence of division and fractions e.g. 1÷8=⅛

11. Locate positions on a map from given instructions?

12. Locate positions on a grid using rows and columns?
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Grade 5:  Term 1
Checklist for 2nd Assessment Task:  Term 1

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Is the learner able to: Always Often Sometimes Seldom

1. Use expanded notation to explain the place value of digits in 4-digit 
numbers? 

2. Compare decimal fractions 0,5  1,5   2,5  and so on in the context of 
measurement?

3. Solve problems using addition and subtraction of whole numbers of at 
least 4-digits?

4. Solve problems involving addition of common fractions in context? 

5. Calculate using multiplication of whole 2-ditit by 2-digit numbers 
where the answer is not more than a 3-digit number?

6. Calculate using division of a whole 3-digit number by a whole 1-digit 
number?

7. Perform mental calculations of addition, subtraction and multiplication 
in the number range dealt with?

8. Use fl ow diagrams to determine the output values of given input 
values?

9. Collect data using a simple collection sheet?

10. Record data collected using tallies and tables? 

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement

Grade 5:  Term 2
Holistic rubric for 2nd Assessment Task:  Term 2

1
Not 

achieved

2
Partial 

achievement

3
Satisfactory
achievement

4
Outstanding
achievement

Is the learner able to:

Only fi ve 
correct

Six to nine 
correct

Ten to 
twelve 
correct

All 
fourteen 
correct

1. Use expanded notation to explain the place value of digits in 
5-digit numbers?

2. Place 5-digit numbers according to a given order?

3. Use common fractions to twelfths in context?

4. Recognise 0 in terms of additive inverses?

5. Recognise 1 in terms of multiplicative inverses?

6. Solve addition and subtraction problems using a range of 
techniques with numbers up to 5-digits?

7. Solve 2-digit by 2-digit multiplication problems where the 
answer is at least 1000?

8. Correctly complete written work of division of a whole 3-digit 
number by a whole 1-digit number?

9. Mentally calculate addition and subtraction using numbers 
within the known number range?

10. Mentally calculate multiplication of numbers to 10x12?

11. Solve problems using a fi nancial context e.g. buying and selling?

12. Solve measurement problems using appropriate SI units?

13. Use tallies and tables to organize and record data?

14. Determine the mode of the data?
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Grade 5:  Term 3
Rating Scale for 2nd Assessment Task:  Term 3

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Is the learner able to: Rating Comments

1. Compare whole 6-digit numbers according to given criteria? 

2. Use expanded notation to explain the place value of digits in a 6-digit whole number?

3. Compare and explain common fractions to twelfths?

4. Identify the factors of any whole 2-digit number?

5. Round off numbers to the nearest 5, 10, 100 and 1000?

6. Add and subtract whole numbers with common fractions (mixed numbers)?

7. Find fractions of whole numbers which result in whole numbers?

8. Perform mental calculations using addition, subtraction and multiplication?

9. Solve problems where two or more quantities of the same kind are compared (ratio)?

10. Complete number sentences by trial-and-improvement, checking the solution by 
substitution e.g. x ÷ 4=12?  

11.  Determine the mode of ungrouped numerical data?

12.  Interpret ungrouped data by drawing a pictograph?

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement

Grade 5:  Term 4
Holistic rubric for 2nd Assessment Task:  Term 4

1
Not 

achieved

2
Partial 

achievement

3
Satisfactory
achievement

4
Outstanding
achievement

Is the learner able to:

Only fi ve 
correct

Six to nine 
correct

Ten to 
twelve 
correct

All 
fourteen 
correct

1. Use expanded notation to build up and break down whole 
6-digit numbers?

2. Calculate addition in columns?

3. Calculate subtraction in columns?

4. Solve problems using multiplication of at least whole 3-digit 
by 2-digit numbers?

5. Solve problems using division of at least whole 3-digit by 
2-digit numbers?

6. Solve problems of equivalent fractions in context, and explain 
solutions?

7. Use the equivalence of division and fractions e.g. 1÷8=⅛

8. Correctly use the commutative property of whole numbers?

9. Correctly use the associative property of whole numbers?

10. Correctly use the distributive property of whole numbers?

11. Solve problems where two or more quantities of different 
kinds (rate) are compared?

12. Locate positions on a coded grid e.g. a map, from written 
instructions?

13. Use written instructions to trace a path between positions 
on a coded grid.

14. Identify right angles in 2-dimensional shapes?
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Grade 6:  Term 1
Checklist for 2nd Assessment Task:  Term 1

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Is the learner able to: Always Often Sometimes Seldom

1. Use expanded notation to demonstrate the place value of 6-digit 
numbers?

2. Identify the multiples of 2-digit whole numbers?

3. Identify the factors of 2-digit whole numbers?

4. Solve problems using addition and subtraction of mixed numbers 
(whole numbers with common fractions)?

5. Correctly calculate division of 3-digit by 2-digit whole numbers?

6. Correctly calculate multiple operations of whole numbers with or 
without brackets?

7. Complete addition and subtraction in columns?

8. Perform mental calculations using addition, subtraction and 
multiplication?

9. Use fl ow diagrams to determine the input number for given output 
numbers?

10. Classify 3-dimensional objects according to faces, edges and vertices?

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement

Grade 6:  Term 2
Holistic rubric for 2nd Assessment Task:  Term 2

1
Not 

achieved

2
Partial 

achievement

3
Satisfactory
achievement

4
Outstanding
achievement

Is the learner able to:

Only fi ve 
correct

Six to nine 
correct

Ten to 
twelve 
correct

All 
fourteen 
correct

1. Count forwards and backwards in decimals and fractions?

2. Identify the place value in whole numbers to 7-digits?

3. Identify the place value of decimal fractions to 1 decimal place?

4. Use the technique of multiplying in columns in written work?

5. Use addition and subtraction to perform mental calculations?

6. Mentally calculate multiplication of numbers to 12x12?

7. Solve problems involving 4-digit by 1-digit multiplication?

8. Solve problems involving division of 4-digit by 3-digit numbers?

9. Correctly calculate the addition and subtraction of common 
fractions with denominators which are multiples of each other 
as well as mixed numbers?

10. Solve problems involving addition and subtraction of positive 
decimals with at least 1 decimal place?

11. Use multiple operations of whole numbers with brackets in 
number sentences?

12. Solve problems involving calculation and conversion between 
time units including time zones?

13. Write number sentences to describe a problem situation in 
context?

14. Solve measurement problems by selecting and calculating with 
the correct SI units?
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Grade 6:  Term 3
Rating Scale for 2nd Assessment Task:  Term 3

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Is the learner able to: Rating Comments

1. Use expanded notation to indicate the place value of 8-digit numbers?

2. Indicate the place value of decimal fractions to at least 2 decimal places?

3. Solve problems using addition and subtraction of mixed numbers?

4. Solve problems involving multiplication of 4-digit by 2-digit numbers?

5. Solve problems involving division of 4-digit by 2-digit numbers?

6. Add and subtract 8-digit numbers in columns?

7. Multiply 3-digit by 2-digit numbers using columns?

8. Correctly calculate using long division?

9. Perform mental calculations using addition, subtraction and multiplication?

10.  Write number sentences to describe a problem situation within a context? 

11.  Interpret sketches of 3-dimensional objects from different positions?

12.  Interpret ungrouped data by drawing pictographs and using appropriate keys?

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement

Grade 6:  Term 4
Holistic rubric for 2nd Assessment Task:  Term 4

1
Not 

achieved

2
Partial 

achievement

3
Satisfactory
achievement

4
Outstanding
achievement

Is the learner able to:

Only fi ve 
correct

Six to nine 
correct

Ten to 
twelve 
correct

All 
fourteen 
correct

1. Identify the place value in 9-digit whole numbers?

2. Identify the place value in decimal fractions to at least 2 
decimal places?

3. Correctly calculate and use percentages?

4. Calculate addition and subtraction of 9-digit numbers using 
columns?

5. Calculate multiplication of 4-digit by 3-digit numbers using 
columns?

6. Solve problems involving division of at least 4-digit by 1-digit 
numbers?

7. Correctly use the technique of long division when 
calculating?

8. Find percentages of whole numbers?

9. Correctly calculate number sentences containing multiple 
operations, with and without brackets?

10. Perform mental calculations involving addition, subtraction 
and multiplication  (12x12)?

11. Use the divisibility rule of 2, 5, 10, 100 and 1000 correctly?

12. Solve problems involving the comparison of two or more 
quantities of different kinds (rate)?

13. Locate positions on a coded grid using written instruction?

14. Predict the likelihood of daily events and place them on a 
scale from ‘impossible’ to ‘certain’.
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Intermediate Phase Mathematics Glossary
Word Meaning/Explanation
24-hour time A way of time keeping in which the day (divided into 24 hours) runs from mid-

night to midnight and is numbered from 0 to 23.  For example, 6 o’clock in the 
morning is written as 06:00 (said: “zero six hundred hours”), and 6 in the evening 
is written as 18:00 (said, “eighteen hundred hours”).  This is similar to digital time, 
except in digital time the hours are numbered only until 12 (noon). Therefore 
1 o’clock in the afternoon is written as 13:00 in 24-hour time and as 1:00 p.m. in 
digital time. 

2D shapes These include triangles, squares, and circles.  They can be drawn on paper or another 
surface, but cannot be built.

3D objects They occupy space.  3D objects with straight sides include cubes and pyramids. 
Those which are curved include spheres (balls) and cones.  

Abacus

A counting frame with strings containing ten counting beads on each string.  It 
is used in the Foundation Phase to help learners count, double halve, add and 
subtract.

Analogue time Time read on a watch or clock with hands.  We use terminology such as “o’clock”, 
“half past”, “quarter to” … and a.m. or p.m. to differentiate between morning and 
afternoon.

                        

Area The boundary (or in mathematical terms, the perimeter) encloses the area.  We 
measure area in square units (cm2, m2, etc)

Associative property of numbers Re-grouping numbers to make calculations easier.  For example, 6+9+4.  We can re-
group: (6+4)+9=10+9=19.

Bar graph A way of representing data by drawing rectangular bars (or columns) of equal width 
to the height of the values they represent:  

    
0

10

20

30

Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

Breadth The shorter side of a rectangle.  Sometimes also called the width.

Breaking down numbers A number is made up of digits; each digit has a different value depending on its 
position in the number.  Break 345 into: 300 + 40 + 5 because the digit 3 means 
300, the digit 4 means 40 and the digit 5 means 5. Numbers can also be built up 
and broken down in other ways e.g.12: 6+6, 10+2, 4x3, 15-1-1-1

Building up numbers The opposite of breaking down.  What number is formed from 600 + 80 + 7?  It is 
687.

Capacity The amount of liquid (usually) that something can hold.  For example, the capacity of 
my car’s petrol tank is 56 litres.

Commutative property of numbers This allows us to change the order of numbers in addition and multiplication 
calculations.  5+6=6+5; 4x7=7x4  

Cone A 3-dimensional object that looks like an ice-cream cone
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m
) 
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Counting: structured Objects that are grouped together e.g. beads on a string, apples in a box

Counting: unstructured Loose, individual objects e.g. chairs, children, bread tags, apples on a table

Counting: rote Saying the number names in sequence without referring to a number line etc. 

Counting: rational Counting objects, or pointing to the numbers as each number is said. Learners will 
be able to answer questions about the counting e.g. when counting in 2s and 
learners are stopped at 14, they can answer questions such as How many 2s in 14? 
How much are 7 twos? If 7 twos are 14, how much are 8 twos? Etc.

Cube A 3-dimensional object made up of square faces (e.g. a die: 

 

Cylinder A 3-dimension shape like a cool drink can                    

 

Data We collect data and use it as a base for drawing graphs, tally tables etc 

Denominator The ‘bottom’ number in a fraction which shows us how many parts something has 
been divided into.  E.g.  ⅓.  3 is the denominator as something has been divided into 
3 equal parts.

Digit We have 10 digits in our number system: 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9.  All numbers are 
made up of these digits

Digital time See 24-hour time.

Distributive property of numbers We use this property when multiplying:  45 x 6 = (40x6) + (5x6)

Edge Where two surfaces of a 3-dimensional object meet.

Expanded notation This is similar to breaking down numbers:  
5 264 = 5 000+200+60+4 OR
             (5x1 000)+(2x100)+(6x10)+(4x1)              

Face (of 3D object) A surface of a 3-dimensional object.  A cube has 6 faces.  

Factor A number that divides exactly into another number.  The factors of 12 are: 
1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 12.

Flard cards A set of cards with numbers 1-9; 10-90; 100-900; and 1 000-9 000 (example below)

  

Learners place the cards on top of each other to build numbers and gain an 
understanding of place value; e.g. to build the number 1 234 they would use the 
cards:  

They then place the cards on top of each other so what they see is:

Flow diagram
 +5 3 8 

 

Flow diagrams either give: the input number and operator, with the output 
number missing     OR
the output number and operator, with the input number missing     OR
the input number and output number, with the operator missing

1 01 1 0 0 1 0 0 0

2 02 2 0 0 2 0 0 0

3 0

4

2 0 0

1 0 0 0

1 2 3 4

The number sentence 3+5=8 is represented on this fl ow 
diagram.  3 is the input number, +5 is the operator and 
8  is the output number.  There are usually several input 
numbers and learners must fi ll in the corresponding 
output numbers.
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Fraction: common When we divide something into equal parts, each part is a fraction of a whole.  
A common fraction is written ⅓                                            

Fraction: decimal The calculator’s way of writing a fraction. ½ = 0,5.  The fraction part is written after 
the decimal comma.

Fraction: Non-unitary See common fractions. Non-unitary is more than one part i.e. ⅔

Fraction: Unitary See common fractions.  A unitary fraction is only one part i.e. ⅓

Group teaching When a teacher works with a small group (not more than 10 if possible) of 
learners at their cognitive level. Different groups may work on different concepts 
during group teaching sessions.

Group work When learners work together, discussing problems and techniques to solve them.  

Heptagon A 2-dimensional shape with seven sides.

Hexagon A 2-dimensional shape with six sides.

Individual work When learners work on their own while the teacher is working with a small 
group. The work they do is consolidation and practice of concepts already learnt 
and is often written work done in classwork books.

Input number See “Flow” diagram”

International Time See 24-hour time.  This is an alternative name.

Length The longer side of a rectangle or the distance between two points or places.

Mass The mass of something is how heavy it is.  

Median The middle number in an ordered series of data.

Mode The score or number that appears the most in a range of numbers

Multiple The answers to multiplication tables, or counting in a particular number.  The 
multiples of 5 are: 5, 10, 15, 20 etc.

Net A 3-dimensional object (most commonly cubes, pyramids, rectangular prisms) 
are built from nets.  If a 3-dimensional object is fl attened out, you will have its net. 
The net of a cube looks like this:

     Tags need to be removed

Nonagon A 2-dimensional shape with 9 sides.

Number grid A grid of numbers, often referred to as a number square, from 1 to 100, or 
1 to 120, or 100 to 200, and so on.

Number line

Number lines are lines with numbers written at evenly spaced intervals.  They
are used when counting, adding and subtracting.  The intervals on the number 
line can be in 1s, 5s, 10s or any number, even fractions and decimals.  The numbers 
follow a set sequence/pattern e.g. 2, 4, 6,  and are never a random set of numbers 
e.g. 1, 2, 7, 15, 33, etc.

Number name One, two, three, four etc.  It is how we say and write the numbers.

Number sentence A number sentence is usually written to solve a problem.  For example: There 
are 3 sheep and 2 cows in the shed.  How many animals are there altogether?  
The number sentence is: 3+2=� animals (open number sentence because the 
answer is unknown, and there is a place holder where the answer will go), and 
3+2=5 animals (closed number sentence, the answer is fi lled in).  
Therefore, number sentence is written to communicate a mathematical concept 
using mathematical symbols e.g. 2+3=5 or 2+3=10-5 or 4x?=8 etc.

0                        1                        2                     3                   4

0                        1                        2                     3                   4
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Number symbol 235 is the number symbol for “two hundred and thirty fi ve”.

Numerator The top number in a fraction:  ⅓ .  The numerator is 1.  It is how many parts 
of the fraction we are referring to.

Numerosity This means to have a feeling for the “how muchness” of a number in different 
contexts – to build up a profi le of the number so as to really understand the 
number (have a sense of the number) when it is used in different contexts e.g. 
10c is not a lot of money, but 10km is a long way to walk.

Octagon A 2-dimensional shape with eight sides.

Operator See “Flow Diagram”.  The operator can be + - x or ÷

Order of operations Mathematicians have agreed that, where there are mixed operations in one 
calculation, the correct order is: Brackets, Of, Divide, Multiply, Add, Subtract.  
The acronym is BODMAS

Output number See “Flow diagrams”

Parallelogram A quadrilateral that has opposite sides equal and parallel:

 

Pentagon A two-dimensional shape with fi ve sides.

Percentage A  fraction with denominator 100, commonly written %. ½ = 50%

Perimeter The distance around something a 2-dimensional shape.

Pictograph A graph which has symbols to represent the data.  E.g. a stick man drawing can 
represent 1, 2, 5 or however many people in real life.

Place value A digit placed in a number has place value.  For example, the digit 2 in the num-
ber 246 equals 200 or 2x100.  

Polygon A shape with 3 or more straight sides.

Prism A brick is only one example of a rectangular prism.  Its opposite faces are 
rectangular

 

Pyramid A 3-dimension object with a polygon as a base and triangular faces which 
meet in one vertex.  

Quadrilateral A two-dimensional shape with four sides.

Rectangle A quadrilateral with opposite sides equal and parallel, and four right angles.

Rectangular prism See “Prism”

Refl ection When a 2-d shape is fl ipped to form a mirror image of itself:  

 

Rhombus Like a parallelogram, but all four sides are equal (or like a square, but it does 
not have right angles)

Right angle When two straight lines intersect, an angle is formed.  If the two lines inter-
sect like at the corner of a piece of paper (90o - 90 degrees) the angle formed 
is called a right angle.

Rotation  

When a shape is turned.

Sort according to one attribute/
criteria

Sort a collection of objects according to one aspect only. For example, sort 
a collection of coloured shapes according to either shape or colour, but not 
both. Learners will put all the circles together, all the triangles together and 
so on if sorting according to shape, but if they are sorting according to colour, 
they will put all the red shapes together regardless of what the shapes are.

Square A 4-sided shape with all sides equal and four right angles.
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Symmetry: line A shape has line symmetry when a line can divide the shape into two halves that 
look the same (mirror images).  In nature, a butterfl y is symmetrical. Objects can 
have more than 1 line of symmetry. A square has 4 lines of symmetry

 

Tally table A way of counting and recording data using one stroke for each object counted, 
up to four.  When the fi fth object is counted, a horizontal or angled line is drawn 
through the four strokes.   ////  = 5

Techniques Methods, a skill or expertise in the way of doing something.  

Tessellation Fitting shapes together without overlaps or gaps.

Translation When we slide a shape.

 

Triangle A 3-sided fi gure.

Trundle wheel A device for measuring length.  It is made up of a wheel with distances marked 
on it, a handle to guide the wheel and a device which causes a click every metre.  
Children can count how many metres by counting the clicks.

Vertex The point at which any two lines intersect.

Volume The amount of space a 3-dimensional object occupies.  This is closely connected 
to capacity.  We measure volume in cubic units (cm3)

Width The shorter side of a rectangle.  Sometimes also called the breadth.
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Language
 
Introduction

Background
The NCS (and C2005) refl ected a change in the way we teach literacy / languages. 
Traditionally, the different components of language were taught in isolation, with little or 
no connection between the lessons. Grammar, spelling and comprehension were taught 
as separate skills and there were no links to a theme or context. In contrast, the NCS 
(and C2005), encourages a more integrated, text-based approach. In this approach, the 
shared reading of a text becomes the basis for the development of the different oral and 
written literacy skills (grammar, comprehension, word building, spelling and writing). The 
Assessment Frameworks are in line with this change.  

The Milestones for Language 
The Language milestones refl ect the structure of the NCS for Languages, and are based 
on the key language skills. In the Intermediate Phase there are milestones for Listening and 
Speaking (Oral), Reading, Writing, Spelling and Grammar, and Investigation. 

• The milestones for Spelling and Grammar being specifi c skills are separated from those of 
Reading and Writing, although, in practice, both are required for Communicative Writing. 

• Learning Outcome 6, Language Structure and Use and Learning Outcome 5, Thinking 
and Reasoning, have been infused with Listening and Speaking, Reading and Writing. 

The separation of the milestones under these headings has been done to assist the teacher 
in planning, teaching and assessment. However, in practice, a single activity will develop a 
range of skills. Listening and speaking skills, grammar, spelling and writing skills develop 
from well structured reading lessons. Language lessons need to be structured in order to 
develop these fundamental skills.  The Foundations for Learning Gazette provides guidance 
on those components that form the basis of a well structured Language lesson. It provides 
for time to be set aside for:

• Listening and Speaking (Oral)
• Shared reading and writing (as a class)
• Spelling, sight words, vocabulary, language (word and sentence level work) (as a 
 class followed by written/practical activities to consolidate) 
• Guided reading with the teacher (in groups)
• Independent reading
• Independent writing: eg descriptions, stories, journals, reports, graphic texts
• The teaching of a First Additional Language

This breakdown helps you to plan your lessons so that the learners spend time listening 
and speaking, reading and writing every day.
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Using the Language Assessment Tasks
Milestones have been identifi ed for each of the two Assessment Tasks per term for Language. 
Many of them can be assessed using your daily teaching and learning activities although you 
may also need to develop specifi c assessment activities to confi rm your assessment. 

Not all the milestones for the term have been included in each Assessment Task. However, 
even if you are not formally assessing a milestone during a particular Assessment Task, it 
does not mean that it should not be part of your daily teaching and learning programme 
for the term. Similarly you might need to start developing skills early in the year even 
though a milestone may only to be assessed in the third term.  

It is essential that you continually assess your learners’ progress through both formal and 
informal assessment activities. The Assessment Tasks form only your formal assessment 
programme for the year.  Your informal assessment is also important as this informs your 
daily planning. Not everything that you teach has to be formally assessed and recorded. 
On a daily basis you can observe your learners’ listening skills, oral competence, ability to 
answer questions, participation in discussions, use of decoding skills when reading aloud, 
reading comprehension and writing skills.  During your daily teaching and learning activities, 
note specifi c problems that learners have so that you can remedy them immediately.  Also 
look out for evidence of learners achieving beyond the minimum, so that you can extend 
their learning.    
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Rubrics for Language Assessment Tasks 1 and 2 

Grade 4:  Term 1
Rubric for 1st Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Enjoys listening to fables and stories, relating them to own experience

• Takes part in everyday conversations with other learners, appreciating 
others points of view  

• Makes a short oral presentation, speaking audibly and at a reasonable pace 

• Expresses thoughts and feelings in an imaginative way by telling a story

Reading • Reads South African and international fi ction texts independently eg myths, 
stories 

• Uses a range of reading strategies to fi nd meaning in fi ction texts eg making 
predictions and using contextual 

• Identifi es and comments on the central idea and the main characters of a 
fi ction story

• Discusses cause effect relations in a fi ction story

• Describes feelings about a fi ction story

• Recognises the different structures, language use, purposes and audiences of 
different kinds of fi ction texts eg direct speech

Writing • Writes for personal purposes eg a short description of a personal 
experience or event 

• Writes for playful and creative purposes eg poems 

• Uses appropriate grammar, spelling and punctuation in writing

• Writes sentences using different tenses

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules and a dictionary to spell words commonly 
used in personal texts eg description of a personal experience or event

• Identifi es and uses parts of speech (nouns, pronouns, verbs, adverbs, 
adjectives, prepositions)

• Uses more complex tenses eg present progressive: I am eating my lunch.

Investigation • Asks questions to obtain information, sequences the information and 
reports back orally

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 4:  Term 1
Rubric for 2nd Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Listens to, follows and gives directions and instructions 

• Enjoys listening to fables and stories, relating them to own experience

• Asks and responds to closed and open-ended questions

• Participates in discussions on familiar topics, taking turns to share ideas and 
offer opinions, showing respect for others

Reading • Reads South African and international fi ction and non-fi ction texts 
independently eg myths, stories and textbooks

• Uses a range of reading strategies to fi nd meaning in fi ction texts eg making 
predictions and using contextual clues 

• Discusses graphical techniques (colour, design, choice of pictures etc) used 
in visual and multimedia texts eg posters, pictures, cartoons

• Reads aloud clearly and with expression

Writing • Writes for personal purposes eg a short description of a personal 
experience or event 

• Writes and designs visual and information texts eg recipes, dialogues, 
posters 

• Uses appropriate grammar, spelling and punctuation in writing

• Records words in a personal dictionary

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules and a dictionary to spell words commonly 
used in personal texts eg description of a personal experience or event

• Identifi es and uses parts of speech (nouns, pronouns, verbs, adverbs, 
adjectives, prepositions)

• Uses conjunctions to form compound sentences

• Uses prefi xes and suffi xes to form words

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 4:  Term 2
Rubric for 1st Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:       

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Enjoys listening to stories and poems, identifying the main idea and specifi c 
details

• Comments on the effect of the sound and word pictures used in poems 
and stories

• Participates in discussions on familiar topics, asking relevant questions and 
offering opinions

• Describes a set of actions or events

Reading • Reads South African and international fi ction and non-fi ction texts 
independently eg poems, stories, brochures and textbooks

• Uses a range of reading strategies in both fi ction and non-fi ction texts eg 
making predictions and inferences and using contextual clues

• Identifi es and comments on the plot and characters in a fi ction story

• Discusses cause effect relations in a story

• Describes and explains feelings about stories or poems

• Recognises the different structures, language use, purposes and audiences of 
different kinds of non-fi ction texts eg formal language

Writing • Plans, drafts and revises stories and short descriptions (1 – 2 paragraphs)

• Uses appropriate grammar, tenses, spelling and punctuation in writing

• Writes extended sentences using a wide variety of words, qualifying phrases 
and clauses

• Shifts from one tense to another consistently and appropriately

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules and a dictionary to spell words used in 
personal and information texts eg short stories, descriptions and book 
reviews

• Uses prefi xes, stems and suffi xes to form words  

• Identifi es and uses parts of speech eg nouns, pronouns, verbs, adverbs, 
adjectives, prepositions and conjunctions 

• Writes a variety of sentence types eg statements, questions, commands 
using correct punctuation

Investigation • Locates information from relevant sources using key words or concepts, eg 
dictionaries, textbooks and children’s encyclopaedias

• Summarises the information in a mind map and draws a conclusion

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 4:  Term 2
Rubric for 2nd Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Listens to school announcements, identifying specifi c details 

• Enjoys listening to stories and poems, identifying the main idea and specifi c 
details

• Asks and responds to closed and open-ended questions

• Makes an oral presentation, speaking audibly and at a reasonable pace

• Participates in discussions on familiar topics, asking relevant questions and 
offering opinions

Reading • Reads South African and international fi ction and non-fi ction texts 
independently eg poems, stories, brochures and textbooks

• Uses a range of reading strategies in both fi ction and non-fi ction texts eg 
making predictions and inferences and using contextual clues

• Identifi es the main and supporting ideas in a short information text 

• Surveys content page, headings and index to locate information

• Explains the effect of words and imagery in poems and stories eg rhythm, 
rhyme, alliteration, simile, word pictures

• Reads aloud clearly and with expression

Writing • Writes for playful and creative purposes eg limericks, letter, diary

• Writes and designs visual and information texts eg set of instructions, 
simple book reviews

• Uses appropriate grammar, tenses, spelling and punctuation in writing

• Records words in a personal dictionary

• Uses neat, legible handwriting for all written work

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules and a dictionary to spell words used in 
personal and information texts eg short stories, descriptions and book 
reviews

• Identifi es and uses parts of speech (nouns, pronouns, verbs, adverbs, 
adjectives, prepositions and conjunctions) 

• Writes a variety of sentence types eg statements, questions, commands 
using correct punctuation including the apostrophe for possession

• Uses more complex tenses eg present perfect progressive: I have been 
reading for an hour

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 4:  Term 3
Rubric for 1st Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Enjoys listening to stories, short reports and limericks identifying the main 
idea and specifi c details

• Participates in discussions on familiar topics, keeping to the topic and giving 
appropriate feedback

• Expresses thoughts and feelings in an imaginative way by role-playing a 
situation

• Changes register, words and style to suit different audiences and purposes 
eg explores ways of asking someone to do something

Reading • Reads South African and international fi ction and non-fi ction texts 
independently eg poems, stories, textbooks and reference books 

• Uses a range of reading strategies in both fi ction and non-fi ction texts eg 
skimming, scanning 

• Identifi es and comments on the plot and the setting in a story 

• Describes and explains feelings about a range of texts

• Discusses cause effect relations in a story using language such as ‘when…’, 
‘then…’, ‘if…’, ‘then…’

• Explains the effect of words, imagery and sound effects in poems, stories 
and multimedia texts eg rhythm, rhyme, alliteration, word pictures, humour

Writing • Plans, drafts, revises and publishes stories and descriptions in paragraph 
form (2 – 3 paragraphs) using a variety of vocabulary 

• Uses appropriate grammar, tenses, spelling and punctuation in writing

• Writes sentences using direct and indirect speech using quotation marks

• Shifts from one tense to another consistently and appropriately

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules and a dictionary to spell words commonly 
used in personal and information texts eg stories and letters 

• Identifi es subject and predicate of a sentence

• Identifi es and uses parts of speech eg nouns, pronouns, verbs, adverbs, 
adjectives, prepositions and conjunctions

• Writes a variety of sentence types eg statements, questions, commands, 
using correct punctuation including the apostrophe for possession

Investigation • Locates information from different sources, eg dictionaries, thesauruses, 
children’s encyclopaedias, textbooks, and reference books

• Selects the relevant ideas, summarises the information in a paragraph, 
diagram or table

• Makes judgments and draws conclusions 

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 4:  Term 3
Rubric for 2nd Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Enjoys listening to stories, short reports and limericks identifying specifi c 
details 

• Asks and responds to higher order questions

• Participates in discussions on familiar topics, keeping to the topic and giving 
appropriate feedback

• Makes an oral presentation, speaking audibly and making eye contact

Reading • Reads South African and international fi ction and non-fi ction texts 
independently eg poems, stories, textbooks and reference books 

• Uses a range of reading strategies in both fi ction and non-fi ction texts eg 
skimming, scanning 

• Reads a range of information texts, following short printed instructions, 
and interpreting and explaining simple visual texts eg pictures, tables, charts, 
graphs

• Surveys content page, headings and index to locate information

• Recognises the different structures, language use, purposes and audiences of 
different kinds of non-fi ction texts eg sequence words in procedures

• Reads aloud clearly and with expression

Writing • Writes for playful and creative purposes eg poems 

• Writes and designs visual and information texts using topic and supporting 
sentences eg descriptive paragraph, set of instructions, cartoon strip

• Uses appropriate grammar, tenses, spelling and punctuation in writing

• Records words in a personal dictionary

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules and a dictionary to spell words commonly 
used in personal and information texts eg stories and letters 

• Identifi es and uses parts of speech eg nouns, pronouns, verbs, adverbs, 
adjectives, prepositions and conjunctions

• Uses subject-verb concord

• Uses complex tenses eg past progressive

• Links sentences into a coherent paragraph using correct punctuation

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement

DoE Assessment Framework Intermediate phase.indd   95DoE Assessment Framework Intermediate phase.indd   95 2/14/2011   12:38:28 PM2/14/2011   12:38:28 PM



Foundations for Learning

Intermediate Phase Assessment Framework 96

Grade 4:  Term 4
Rubric for 1st Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Listens for the main idea and specifi c details in stories, dialogues and 
interviews

• Comments on the social, moral and cultural values in oral texts

• Describes a set of actions in sequence

• Participates in discussions on familiar topics, comparing but respecting 
others’ ideas and opinions and giving constructive feedback

Reading • Reads South African and international fi ction and non-fi ction texts 
independently eg poems, stories, short novels, textbooks and reference 
books 

• Uses a range of reading strategies in both fi ction and non-fi ction texts eg 
skimming and scanning

• Identifi es and comments on the plot, characters and setting in a story 

• Identifi es and comments on the social, moral and cultural values in a story, 
explaining how meanings not obviously stated are conveyed 

• Discusses cause effect relations in a story

• Uses terms such as direct and indirect speech, quotation marks, simile, 
proverbs

Writing • Plans writing, recording ideas on mind maps, fl ow charts and lists

• Drafts, revises, proofreads and publishes stories and descriptions in 
paragraph form (2 – 3 paragraphs), using a variety of vocabulary and both 
simple and compound sentences

• Uses appropriate grammar, spelling, punctuation and different tenses in 
writing 

• Uses a thesaurus to fi nd new vocabulary

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules and a dictionary to spell words used in 
personal and information texts eg stories, letters and reports

• Explores the origin of words eg from Afrikaans or African languages

• Identifi es and uses parts of speech eg nouns, pronouns, verbs, adverbs, 
adjectives, prepositions and conjunctions

Investigation • Formulates questions and obtains information from different sources for 
different perspectives on the topic, eg dictionaries, thesauruses, children’s 
encyclopaedias, textbooks and reference books

• Makes predictions and identifi es alternative options or possibilities and 
explains why and how they are different

• Sequences and summarises the information into paragraphs, a diagram or 
table

• Makes judgments and draws conclusions 

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 4:  Term 4
Rubric for 2nd Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Listens for the main idea and specifi c details in stories, dialogues and 
interviews

• Asks and responds to higher order questions

• Participates in discussions on familiar topics, comparing but respecting 
others’ ideas and opinions and giving constructive feedback

• Makes an oral presentation, maintaining eye contact, using facial expression 
and speaking clearly and at a reasonable pace

Reading • Reads South African and international fi ction and non-fi ction texts 
independently eg poems, stories, short novels, textbooks and reference 
books 

• Uses a range of reading strategies in both fi ction and non-fi ction texts eg 
skimming and scanning

• Reads a range of information texts, following printed instructions, scanning 
for specifi c details, eg weather reports, bus timetables and maps 

• Interprets simple visual texts (tables, charts, posters, graphs, maps)

• Changes text from one form to another eg from a table to a graph

• Recognises the different structures, language use, purposes and audiences of 
different kinds of texts eg passive speech in reports

• Reads aloud clearly and with expression

Writing • Writes for playful and creative purposes eg letter, simple brochure

• Writes and designs visual and information texts using headings, topic and 
supporting sentences eg short report 

• Uses appropriate grammar, spelling, punctuation and different tenses in 
writing 

• Records words in a personal dictionary

• Uses neat, legible handwriting for all written work

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules and a dictionary to spell words used in 
personal and information texts eg stories, letters and reports

• Links sentences into a coherent paragraph using pronouns, connecting 
words (eg also, fi nally) and correct punctuation

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Rubrics for Language Assessment Tasks 1 and 2 

Grade 5:  Term 1
Rubric for 1st Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Enjoys listening to myths and stories, jokes and riddles, relating them to 
own experience

• Asks and responds to higher order questions 

• Expresses thoughts and feelings in an imaginative way 

• Makes an oral presentation, speaking clearly, keeping eye contact and 
changing facial expression

Reading • Reads South African and international fi ction and non-fi ction texts 
independently eg poems, short stories, fables, book reviews, textbooks 

      and reference books

• Uses a range of reading strategies eg contextual clues and previous 
knowledge 

• Discusses the central idea, plot, setting, atmosphere and characters of a 
fi ction story 

• Identifi es and explains cause effect relations in a story

• Recognises the different structures, language use, purposes and audiences of 
different texts eg the way texts such as fables, book reviews and letters are 
organized

Writing • Uses a writing process to plan, draft and revise writing to produce a fi nal, 
correct version

• Writes for personal and creative purposes eg a diary, story, letter, poem 

• Uses appropriate grammar, spelling and punctuation in written work

• Uses simple and compound sentences to form paragraphs 

• Shifts from one tense to another consistently and appropriately

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules to spell words commonly used in personal, 
creative and information eg texts, diary

• Identifi es and uses parts of speech (nouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives, 
prepositions)

• Uses prefi xes, stems and suffi xes to form words  

Investigation • Asks relevant questions to obtain information

• Organizes information in a logical order and reports back orally

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 5:  Term 1
Rubric for 2nd Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Listens to, follows and gives directions and instructions clearly

• Describes events in correct sequence

• Participates in discussions, offering own opinion and considering other 
points of view

• Communicates effectively in group situations by taking turns and asking 
relevant questions

Reading • Reads South African and international fi ction and non-fi ction texts 
independently eg poems, short stories, fables, book reviews, textbooks 

      and reference books

• Identifi es main and supporting ideas and notes specifi c details in an 
information text

• Surveys content page, headings and index to source information

• Views and comments on graphical techniques (colour, lettering, layout etc) 
used in visual texts eg photographs, advertisements, posters, maps

• Reads aloud with expression, changing tempo as appropriate

Writing • Writes for personal and creative purposes eg a diary, story, letter, poem 

• Writes and designs visual and information texts eg book reviews, 
descriptive paragraphs, short reports, advertisements

• Uses appropriate grammar, spelling and punctuation in written work

• Uses simple and compound sentences to form paragraphs 

• Produces neat, legible work

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules to spell words commonly used in personal, 
creative and information eg texts, diary

• Identifi es and uses parts of speech (nouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives, 
prepositions)

• Uses subject-verb concord

• Uses complex tenses eg past progressive: She was watching TV when…

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 5:  Term 2
Rubric for 1st Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Enjoys listening to stories, poetry, radio and television programmes, 
identifying the key message and specifi c details

• Asks and responds to higher order questions 

• Expresses emotions in a sensitive way 

• Participates in discussions on less familiar topics, explaining own opinion 
and giving constructive feedback

Reading • Reads South African and international fi ction and non-fi ction texts 
independently eg poems, short stories, textbooks and reference books

• Uses a range of reading strategies eg skimming, scanning, making story maps 
or notes

• Reads chapters from short novels as part of a class activity

• Identifi es and discusses the themes and issues in a fi ction story, giving and 
explaining a personal response

• Identifi es and explains cause effect relations in a story

• Predicts content or ending of a story

• Recognises the different structures, language use, purposes and audiences of 
different texts eg use of informal/formal language 

Writing • Uses a writing process to plan, draft and revise writing to produce a fi nal, 
correct version

• Writes for personal purposes eg a story, journal, description using a wide 
variety of vocabulary

• Uses appropriate grammar, spelling and punctuation in written work

• Writes extended sentences using phrases and clauses

• Shifts from one tense to another consistently and appropriately

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules to spell words used in personal, creative 
and information texts eg stories and letters

• Uses dictionary and thesaurus to check words and record in a personal 
dictionary

• Identifi es and uses parts of speech eg pronouns, articles and conjunctions 

• Uses prefi xes, stems and suffi xes/extensions to form words  

Investigation • Conducts an interview to obtain information

• Organizes and sequences the information under different headings eg on a 
chart 

• Draws conclusions

• Makes an oral presentation

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 5:  Term 2
Rubric for 2nd Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Enjoys listening to stories, poetry, radio and television programmes, 
identifying the key message and specifi c details

• Makes an oral presentation, changing tone and tempo

• Compares stories, poems, choral chants and riddles in terms of structure 
and language

• Participates in discussions on less familiar topics, offering own opinion and 
giving constructive feedback

• Uses language sensitively in everyday conversation with different audiences 
eg in a disagreement with someone or  change the direction of a 
conversation

Reading • Reads South African and international fi ction and non-fi ction texts 
independently eg poems, short stories, textbooks and reference books

• Uses a range of reading strategies eg skimming, scanning, making story maps 
or notes

• Identifi es main and supporting ideas and notes specifi c details in a range of 
information texts

• Views and comments on the message in visual and multimedia texts eg 
fi lms/videos and television dramas 

• Recognises the different structures, language use, purposes and audiences of 
different texts eg use of informal/formal language

• Reads aloud with expression, changing tempo as appropriate

Writing • Writes for playful and creative purposes eg humorous anecdotes, letter, 
poem

• Uses fi gurative language eg simile, onomatopoeia, personifi cation

• Writes and designs visual and information texts eg descriptive paragraphs, 
notices, newsletters, maps, charts

• Uses appropriate grammar, spelling and punctuation in written work

• Writes extended sentences using phrases and clauses

• Produces neat, legible work with attention to presentation eg title, headings

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules to spell words used in personal, creative 
and information texts eg stories and letters

• Identifi es and uses parts of speech eg pronouns, articles and conjunctions 

• Writes a variety of sentence types eg statements, questions, commands, 
exclamations using correct punctuation

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 5:  Term 3
Rubric for 1st Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Enjoys listening to stories, dialogues and short plays, dramatizing them for 
an audience with varying voice and facial expression

• Asks and responds to higher order questions 

• Participates in discussions on less familiar topics, justifying own opinion, 
responding sensitively to others’ ideas and suggestions 

• Changes register, grammar structure and idioms to suit different audiences 
and purposes 

• Communicates effectively in group situations by keeping to the topic and 
maintaining the discussion

Reading • Reads South African and international fi ction and non-fi ction texts 
independently eg poems, short novels and newsletters

• Uses a range of reading strategies eg skimming, scanning, surveying content 
page, headings and index 

• Identifi es and comments on the characters, themes and issues in a fi ction 
text, offering and justifying an opinion

• Makes predictions and inferences about plot and characters in a fi ction text

• Explains how writers use language to describe the setting, atmosphere and 
characters in a poem or story eg similes, rhythm, onomatopoeia 

• Recognises the different structures, language use, purposes and audiences 
of different texts eg the characteristics of different types of stories such as 
science fi ction and mystery stories

Writing • Uses a writing process to plan, draft, revise and proofread writing to 
produce a fi nal, correct version 

• Writes for personal purposes eg story, description in paragraph form 
(minimum of 3 paragraphs) using a wide variety of vocabulary

• Uses appropriate grammar, spelling and punctuation in written work

• Writes sentences using direct and indirect speech

• Uses simple, compound and complex sentences to form paragraphs

• Shifts from one tense to another consistently and appropriately

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules to spell words commonly used in personal, 
creative and information texts eg stories and descriptive paragraphs

• Identifi es subject and predicate

• Uses complex tenses eg past perfect progressive

• Links sentences into a coherent paragraph using pronouns, connecting 
words (eg ‘Therefore…’) and correct punctuation 

Investigation • Develops an hypothesis of possible results or endings

• Applies research skills to fi nd information in different sources eg reference 
books and textbooks

• Processes and evaluates the information 

• Identifi es and explains the advantages and disadvantages of something

• Draws conclusions

• Writes a short report on the fi ndings (one paragraph)

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 5:  Term 3
Rubric for 2nd Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Listens for specifi c details in information texts eg speeches 

• Makes an oral presentation, changing volume and pace

• Participates in discussions on less familiar topics, justifying own opinion, 
responding sensitively to others’ ideas and suggestions 

• Communicates effectively in group situations by keeping to the topic and 
maintaining the discussion

Reading • Reads South African and international fi ction and non-fi ction texts 
independently eg poems, short novels and newsletters

• Uses a range of reading strategies eg skimming, scanning, surveying content 
page, headings and index 

• Reads and follows fairly complex instructions and directions with little 
assistance

• Reads and responds to a range of information texts, making notes of 
specifi c details

• Interprets and discusses visual texts eg tables, charts and bar graphs

• Reads aloud with expression, changing tempo as appropriate

Writing • Writes for playful and creative purposes eg poem, letter

• Writes and designs visual and information texts eg descriptive paragraphs, 
reports, maps, graphs

• Writes and designs visual and information texts eg descriptive paragraphs, 
notices, newsletters, maps, charts

• Uses appropriate grammar, spelling and punctuation in written work

• Uses simple, compound and complex sentences to form paragraphs

• Produces neat ,legible work with attention to presentation eg title, headings 
and suitable graphics

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules to spell words commonly used in personal, 
creative and information texts eg stories and descriptive paragraphs

• Identifi es and uses parts of speech eg prepositions, articles and 
conjunctions 

• Links sentences into a coherent paragraph using pronouns, connecting 
words (eg ‘Therefore…’) and correct punctuation 

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 5:  Term 4
Rubric for 1st Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Enjoys listening to stories and short plays, commenting on their social, 
moral and cultural values and relating them to everyday life

• Makes an oral presentation, keeping eye contact and changing facial 
expression, tone, tempo, volume and pace

• Asks and responds to thought-provoking questions 

• Participates in discussions, shares ideas and offers different perspectives on 
familiar topics

• Explores the associations of words and concepts to get new angles on 
topics

Reading • Reads South African and international fi ction and non-fi ction texts 
independently eg short novels and reference books 

• Uses a range of reading strategies eg skimming, scanning, surveying content 
page, headings and index 

• Identifi es and comments on the characters, themes and issues in a fi ction 
text, offering and justifying an opinion

• Identifi es and discusses environmental, cultural and social values in texts eg 
how different writers deal with social and cultural issues and stereotyping

• Sequences and explains a series of steps or events eg  of a story, and 
records in a graphic form

Writing • Uses a writing process to plan, draft, revise and proofread writing to 
produce a fi nal, correct version 

• Writes for personal purposes eg stories and descriptions using linking 
paragraphs (minimum of 3 paragraphs) and a wide variety of vocabulary

• Uses appropriate grammar, spelling, punctuation and different tenses in 
written work

• Uses simple, compound and complex sentences to form paragraphs

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules to spell words used in personal, creative 
and information texts eg stories and reports

• Uses dictionary and thesaurus to check words eg to explore the origin of 
words borrowed from other languages

• Links sentences into a coherent paragraph using pronouns, connecting 
words (eg ‘Therefore…’) and correct punctuation

Investigation • Develops an hypothesis and predicts the results

• Processes and evaluates the information 

• Draws conclusions 

• Writes a short report on the research and the fi ndings (1 – 2 paragraphs)

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 5:  Term 4
Rubric for 2nd Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Listens for the main idea and specifi c details in information texts eg 
speeches and television documentaries

• Asks and responds to thought-provoking questions 

• Participates in discussions, shares ideas and offers different perspectives on 
familiar topics

• Uses language sensitively and thoughtfully in everyday conversation with 
different audiences eg to praise or motivate someone

Reading • Reads South African and international fi ction and non-fi ction texts 
independently eg short novels and reference books 

• Uses a range of reading strategies eg skimming, scanning, surveying content 
page, headings and index 

• Identifi es the main and supporting ideas and notes specifi c details in 
information texts, summarising the information in a mind map

• Changes text from one form to another eg from a table to a graph

• Applies research skills to fi nd information in different sources eg reference 
books and textbooks (Investigation milestone)

• Discusses the infl uence of context on information

• Reads aloud with expression, changing tempo as appropriate

Writing • Writes for playful and creative purposes eg poem, letter

• Uses fi gurative language eg simile, onomatopoeia, personifi cation

• Writes and designs visual and information texts eg reports and labeled 
maps

• Uses appropriate grammar, spelling, punctuation and different tenses in 
written work

• Uses topic and supporting sentences to write coherent paragraphs

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules to spell words used in personal, creative 
and information texts eg stories and reports

• Identifi es and uses parts of speech eg articles and conjunctions 

• Links sentences into a coherent paragraph using pronouns, connecting 
words (eg ‘Therefore…’) and correct punctuation

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Rubrics for Language Assessment Tasks 1 and 2 

Grade 6:  Term 1
Rubric for 1st Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Enjoys listening to stories, poems  and dialogues, responding critically 
by asking and answering questions and recognizing key features such as 
register and choice of words 

• Listens for the main idea and specifi c details in information texts eg 
explanations, speeches, radio and television programmes 

• Identifi es how stereotypes are created in oral texts and discusses how this 
affects the listener 

• Asks and responds to thought provoking questions using appropriate 
language

• Interacts positively during group discussions on less familiar topics, sharing 
ideas and expressing and justifying own opinion

Reading • Reads and responds to South African and international fi ction and non-
fi ction texts e.g. books, poetry, short plays, reference books etc. both aloud 
and silently

• Uses different reading and comprehension strategies e.g. skimming, scanning, 
prediction, etc.

• Explains themes, plots, setting and characterization in a fi ction text

• Distinguishes cause from effect in a variety of contexts

• Recognises and explains the different structures, language use, purposes and 
audiences of different kinds of texts e.g suitability of language and register 
used in formal / informal texts

• Views different visual and multimedia texts, such as photographs, television 
advertisements, dramas or documentaries in order to interpret and discuss 
the message

Writing • Uses a writing process to plan, draft and revise writing to produce a fi nal 
version, using adjectives and adverbs to enhance writing

• Uses correct spelling, punctuation, tenses and appropriate grammar 

• Writes for personal and creative purposes using descriptive language e.g. a 
poem, a myth, story, descriptive paragraph

• Uses fi gurative language eg similes, metaphors, personifi cation

• Shifts from one tense to another consistently and appropriately

• Uses topic and supporting sentences to develop coherent paragraphs

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules to spell words commonly used in personal 
and information texts e.g. stories, journals, reports, letters 

• Identifi es and uses parts of speech (nouns, pronouns, prepositions and 
conjunctions)

• Uses adjectival, adverbial and noun phrases and clauses to extend and 
enrich sentences

Investigation • Asks relevant questions to obtain information from different sources

• Collates the information into a comprehensive whole including pictures, 
drawings, introduction and conclusion.

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 6:  Term 1
Rubric for 2nd Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Enjoys listening to stories, poems  and dialogues, responding critically 
by asking and answering questions and recognizing key features such as 
register and choice of words 

• Makes a coherent oral presentation using appropriate body language 
adjusting volume and tempo for emphasis

• Interacts positively during group discussions on less familiar topics, sharing 
ideas and expressing and justifying own opinion

• Listens with understanding, identifi es opinions which differ from own and 
responds appropriately

• Expresses emotions in a sensitive way

• Speaks using an appropriate register in unfamiliar situations

Reading • Reads and responds to South African and international fi ction and non-
fi ction texts e.g. books, poetry, short plays, reference books etc. both aloud 
and silently

• Uses different reading and comprehension strategies e.g. skimming, scanning, 
prediction, etc.

• Identifi es and discusses the writer’s intentional and unintentional hidden 
cultural and social messages in a text

• Identifi es the main idea and notes specifi c details in a range of information 
texts

• Views different visual and multimedia texts, such as photographs, television 
advertisements, dramas or documentaries in order to interpret and discuss 
the message 

• Interprets and analyses details in graphical texts eg maps, line graphs, pie 
charts

• Changes the format of information eg from a table to written form

Writing • Uses a writing process to plan, draft and revise writing to produce a fi nal 
version, using adjectives and adverbs to enhance writing

• Uses correct spelling, punctuation, tenses and appropriate grammar 

• Writes for personal and creative purposes using descriptive language e.g. a 
poem, a myth, story, descriptive paragraph

• Selects, classifi es and categorises relevant information from different 
sources to write information texts eg reports, letters, sets of instructions 

• Uses passive and active voice effectively

• Produces neat work, paying attention to the fi nal presentation

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules to spell words commonly used in personal 
and information texts e.g. stories, journals, reports, letters 

• Uses dictionary and thesaurus to increase vocabulary and check words and 
record in a personal dictionary

• Uses prefi xes, stems and suffi xes/extensions to form words

• Uses subject-verb concord

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 6:  Term 2
Rubric for 1st Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Enjoys listening to stories, legends and poems, responding critically by 
identifying themes and relating them to own life experiences

• Listens for information eg in talks, radio shows and reports summarizing 
the main idea and specifi c details

• Asks and responds to thought provoking questions using appropriate 
language

• Expresses ideas coherently on challenging topics e.g. reports using 
appropriately language

• Interacts positively during group discussions on more challenging topics, 
expressing and justifying own opinion

Reading • Reads and responds to South African and international fi ction and non-
fi ction texts e.g. short stories,  newspapers and textbooks for a variety of 
purposes 

• Uses different reading and comprehension strategies e.g. contextual clues, 
predictions, making inferences, etc. 

• Explains themes, plots, setting and characterization in a fi ction text, giving an 
overall response

• Identifi es and discusses the author’s point of view

• Discusses how techniques used by the writer infl uences understanding

• Recognises and explains the different structures, language use, purposes 
and audiences of different kinds of text e.g the characteristics of different 
genres (text types) such as different types of newspaper articles (weather, 
sport, local news)

Writing • Uses a writing process to plan, draft, revise and produce a fi nal version, 
using feedback from peers

• Focuses on improving language, using correct spelling, punctuation, tenses 
and appropriate grammar and linking sentences into cohesive paragraphs

• Refl ects on and evaluates own and others’ writing

• Writes for personal and exploratory purposes using a wide variety of 
language e.g. story, journal, dialogue, descriptive paragraph 

• Writes for playful and creative purposes e.g. different types pf poetry, jokes, 
etc, experimenting with words and using fi gurative language

• Uses topic and supporting sentences to develop coherent paragraphs

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules to spell words used in personal and 
informational texts e.g. descriptive paragraphs, letters, book reviews

• Identifi es and uses parts of speech (nouns, pronouns, conjunctions and 
articles)

• Uses adjectival, adverbial and noun phrases and clauses to extend and 
enrich sentences

• Links sentences into coherent paragraphs using pronouns, connecting 
words (eg However…) and correct punctuation
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Investigation • Conducts an interview or research to obtain information

• Asks follow-up questions to get deeper answers

• Categorises, classifi es and organises the information under relevant 
headings on a chart

• Draws conclusions

• Prepares and makes an oral presentation.

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 6:  Term 2
Rubric for 2nd Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Enjoys listening to stories, legends and poems, responding critically by 
identifying themes and relating them to own life experiences

• Identifi es and discusses the infl uence of sound and visual effects on the 
listener eg rhythm, repetition, alliteration, onomatopoeia and comparisons

• Identifi es how stereotypes are created and how this affects the listener 

• Makes a structured oral presentation on a less familiar topic using 
appropriate body language adjusting volume, tone and tempo for emphasis

• Expresses ideas coherently on challenging topics e.g. reports using 
appropriately language

• Interacts positively during group discussions on more challenging topics, 
expressing and justifying own opinion

Reading • Reads and responds to South African and international fi ction and non-
fi ction texts e.g. short stories,  newspapers and textbooks for a variety of 
purposes 

• Uses different reading and comprehension strategies e.g. contextual clues, 
predictions, making inferences, etc. 

• Understands and uses information in information texts and summarises 
main and supporting ideas 

• Selects relevant information from a variety of information texts  and 
records in different ways e.g. local community or electronic media (where 
available)

• Recognises and explains the different structures, language use, purposes 
and audiences of different kinds of text e.g the characteristics of different 
genres (text types) such as different types of newspaper articles (weather, 
sport, local news)

Writing • Uses a writing process to plan, draft, revise and produce a fi nal version, 
using feedback from peers

• Focuses on improving language, using correct spelling, punctuation, tenses 
and appropriate grammar and linking sentences into cohesive paragraphs

• Refl ects on and evaluates own and others’ writing

• Writes for personal and exploratory purposes using a wide variety of 
language e.g. story, journal, dialogue, descriptive paragraph 

• Writes informational texts expressing ideas clearly and logically e.g. a letter 
to the newspaper, book reviews, recipes

• Writes and designs visual texts using language, sound effects and graphics  
e.g a newsletter with photographs, book cover, TV advert

• Produces neat work, paying attention to the fi nal presentation eg layout, 
appropriate illustrations or graphics
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Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules to spell words used in personal and 
informational texts e.g. descriptive paragraphs, letters, book reviews

• Uses prefi xes, stems and suffi xes/extensions to form words

• Uses complex tenses correctly eg He will have fi nished by now

• Uses dictionary and thesaurus to increase vocabulary and check words and 
record in a personal dictionary

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 6:  Term 3
Rubric for 1st Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Enjoys listening to stories, plays and poems, identifying and discussing key 
themes, recognizing key features such as context, content, register and 
choice of words

• Listens for information eg in explanations, talks and debates summarizing 
the main idea and specifi c details eg using a mind map

• Identifi es and discusses how the listener’s understanding is infl uenced by 
the content, choice of words and the speaker’s body language

• Asks and responds to challenging questions using appropriate language

• Interacts positively during group discussions on challenging topics, 
presenting a balanced, logical argument 

Reading • Reads and responds to South African and international fi ction and non-
fi ction e.g. journals, novels, reference books etc

• Uses different reading and comprehension strategies e.g. skimming, scanning, 
making inferences, etc

• Explains and discusses themes, plots, setting and characterization in a fi ction 
text, summarizing the main and supporting ideas

• Distinguishes cause from effect in a variety of contexts

• Explains how the writer manipulates the reader’s understanding i.e. the 
techniques used, characterization, sub-themes, etc.

Writing • Uses a writing process to plan, draft, revise and produce a fi nal version,  
using feedback from peers

• Focuses on improving language, using correct spelling, punctuation, tenses 
and appropriate grammar and linking sentences into cohesive paragraphs 
using connecting words

• Refl ects on and evaluates own and others’ writing

• Writes for personal and exploratory purposes using a wide variety of 
language e.g. journal. descriptive paragraph, argumentative essay (minimum 
of 3 paragraphs)

• Writes for imaginative and creative purposes e.g. a story, a poem, showing 
an understanding of style and register

• Uses fi gurative language eg similes, metaphors, personifi cation 

• Changes word order for focus and emphasis

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules to spell words commonly used in personal 
and informational texts e.g. stories, reports

• Uses dictionary and thesaurus to increase vocabulary and check words and 
record in a personal dictionary 

• Explores origins of words

• Identifi es parts of speech (nouns, pronouns, articles and modals)

• Uses complex tenses correctly eg He will have fi nished by now
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Investigation • Develops an hypothesis using different sources to research

• Collects information from different sources

• Processes, compares and evaluates the information 

• Presents a balanced and logical argument, contrasting different perspectives

• Draws conclusions

• Writes a short report on the fi ndings (at least one paragraph).

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 6:  Term 3
Rubric for 2nd Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Enjoys listening to stories, plays and poems, identifying and discussing key 
themes, recognizing key features such as context, content, register and 
choice of words

• Identifi es and discusses how the listener’s understanding is infl uenced by 
the content, choice of words and the speaker’s body language

• Comments on the social, moral and cultural values in different texts eg Is 
there any stereotyping?

• Makes a oral presentation on a more challenging topic, adjusting volume, 
tone and tempo and refl ecting afterwards to improve the presentation

• Interacts positively during group discussions on challenging topics, 
presenting a balanced, logical argument 

• Listens and shows sensitivity to social and cultural differences through 
affi rmation and language usage

Reading • Reads and responds to South African and international fi ction and non-
fi ction e.g. journals, novels, reference books etc

• Uses different reading and comprehension strategies e.g. skimming, scanning, 
making inferences, etc

• Critically discusses cultural and social values in text by identifying different 
perspectives and giving own perspective based on evidence in the text

• Understands and uses information in a range of information texts and 
summarises main and supporting ideas 

• Interprets and analyses details in graphical texts i.e. from graphs and maps, 
then transfers the detail from one form to another e.g. from a line graph to 
a pie chart.

Writing • Uses a writing process to plan, draft, revise and produce a fi nal version,  
using feedback from peers

• Focuses on improving language, using correct spelling, punctuation, tenses 
and appropriate grammar and linking sentences into cohesive paragraphs 
using connecting words

• Refl ects on and evaluates own and others’ writing

• Writes for personal and exploratory purposes using a wide variety of 
language e.g. descriptive paragraph, argumentative essay (minimum of 3 
paragraphs)

• Writes informational texts expressing ideas clearly and logically using topic 
and supporting sentences e.g. research report, book reviews, summaries

• Writes and designs visual texts using language, pictures and sound effects 
creatively e.g. an advertisement for television

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules to spell words commonly used in personal 
and informational texts e.g. stories, reports

• Uses complex tenses correctly eg He will have fi nished by now

• Writes a variety of compound and complex sentences, using adjectival, 
adverbial and noun phrases and clauses to extend and enrich sentences

• Links sentences into coherent paragraphs using pronouns, connecting 
words (eg However…) and correct punctuation

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 6:  Term 4
Rubric for 1st Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Enjoys listening to stories, plays and poems, identifying and discussing key 
themes, recognizing key features such as context, content, register and 
choice of words 

• Listens for information eg in talks, explanations, debates and reports 
summarizing the main idea and specifi c details

• Asks and responds to challenging questions using appropriate language

• Makes a structured oral presentation using non verbal strategies and 
varying the volume, tone and tempo of voice for effect

• Refl ects on own, and others, presentations, sensitively giving balanced and 
constructive feed-back.

• Interacts positively during group discussions on challenging topics, speaking 
diplomatically to prevent confl ict situations

Reading • Reads and responds to South African and international fi ction and non-
fi ction e.g. journals, novels, newspapers, textbooks etc

• Uses different reading and comprehension strategies e.g. skimming, scanning, 
making inferences, etc

• Explains and discusses themes, plots, setting and characterization in a longer 
fi ction text, its relationship to own life and an overall response

• Discusses the diversity of social and cultural values in texts

• Recognises and explains the different structures, language use, purposes and 
audiences of different kinds of text e.g.  a biography is not presented in the 
same way as a poem

Writing • Uses a writing process to plan, draft, revise and produce a fi nal version, 
using feedback from peers

• Focuses on improving language, using correct spelling, punctuation, tenses 
and appropriate grammar and linking sentences into cohesive paragraphs 
using connecting words

• Refl ects on and evaluates own and others’ writing

• Writes for personal and exploratory purposes e.g. a journal, a dialogue, 
argumentative essay (minimum of 3 paragraphs)

• Uses the passive voice effectively

• Shifts from one tense to another consistently and appropriately

Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules to spell words used in personal and 
informational texts e.g. reports, stories, set of instructions

• Uses prefi xes, stems and suffi xes/extensions to form words 

• Identifi es and uses complex sentences eg with a main and subordinate 
clause, linked by a conjunction 

• Uses punctuation correctly, eg comma to separate subordinate clause eg 
When you called, he had already left.
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Investigation • Develops an hypothesis and describes preferred results

• Uses different sources to research

• Processes and evaluates the information

• Offers alternative solutions to problems

• Draws conclusions and makes recommendations

• Writes a short report on the research and fi ndings

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Grade 6:  Term 4
Rubric for 2nd Assessment Task

Name of learner:                                                                                                                                      Date:

Use the assessment tasks to rate learners against the following milestones: Rating Comment

Oral
(Listening 

and 
Speaking)

• Enjoys listening to stories, plays and poems, identifying and discussing key 
themes, recognizing key features such as context, content, register and 
choice of words 

• Listens for information eg in talks, explanations, debates and reports 
summarizing the main idea and specifi c details

• Comments on the use of alliteration, repetition and onomatopoeia in texts 
and uses these for creative and imaginative self-expression e.g. in poems

• Interacts positively during group discussions on challenging topics, speaking 
diplomatically to prevent confl ict situations

• Listens critically to debates and manipulates language to argue and persuade 
others

• Uses language thoughtfully and appropriately in everyday communication in 
different formal and informal situations

Reading • Reads and responds to South African and international fi ction and non-
fi ction e.g. journals, novels, newspapers, textbooks etc

• Uses different reading and comprehension strategies e.g. skimming, scanning, 
making inferences, etc

• Analyses the effect of stereotyping, bias and prejudice within texts and 
offers and justifi es opinions about  stereotyping, bias and prejudice

• Understands and uses information in a range of information texts and 
summarises main and supporting ideas 

• Follows fairly complex instructions and directions

• Views different visual and multimedia texts(newspaper or television 
advertisements, dramas,  etc.) and discusses techniques such as lighting and 
sound effects used by the graphic designer or photographer

Writing • Uses a writing process to plan, draft, revise and produce a fi nal version, 
using feedback from peers

• Focuses on improving language, using correct spelling, punctuation, tenses 
and appropriate grammar and linking sentences into cohesive paragraphs 
using connecting words

• Refl ects on and evaluates own and others’ writing

• Writes for imaginative and creative purposes e.g. a story, a poem, showing 
an understanding of style and register

• Writes informational texts using appropriate language and terminology 
from other learning areas e.g. descriptive paragraphs, technical instructions, 
newspaper article

• Shows an understanding of style and register by transferring information 
from, for example, a story into a newspaper article

• Produces neat work, paying attention to the fi nal presentation eg layout, 
appropriate illustrations or graphics
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Spelling and 
grammar

• Uses phonics and spelling rules to spell words used in personal and 
informational texts e.g. reports, stories, set of instructions

• Identifi es parts of speech (nouns, pronouns, articles and modals)

• Identifi es and uses complex sentences eg with a main and subordinate 
clause, linked by a conjunction 

• Uses punctuation correctly, eg comma to separate subordinate clause eg 
When you called, he had already left.

Final Rating
1 2 3 4

Not achieved Partially achieved Satisfactory achievement Outstanding achievement
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Intermediate Phase Language Glossary
Word Explanation

Listening/ Speaking (Oral)
Closed questions These assess learners’: 

• Basic comprehension eg Recall of facts
• Sequencing ability
• Memory 
There is normally only one correct answer

Higher order questions These ask learners to evaluate and judge eg what is the best way to help Linda’s
family at this time?

Open questions These ask learners to: 
• Summarise eg Write the key points of the story
• Analyse eg What was the dragon’s favourite food?
• Compare eg What are the similarities and differences between these two 

characters?
• Apply eg How does knowing the prices of the different packets of chips help you 

to choose which to buy?
• Identify and explain cause and effect eg Why were you late for school today?

Phonics
Antonyms A word that is opposite in meaning to another word eg ‘large’ and ‘small’

Aural activity Listening activity

Blending The ability to put together two or three letters to make a single sound eg str

Consonant digraphs Two consonants making a single sound eg ch th

Decoding skills To break down a word into separate units (syllables and letters) – an important skill 
for reading

Encoding skills To build words using separate letters or sounds – an important skill for spelling and 
writing

Homophones A word that sounds the same as another but is spelt differently and has a different 
meaning eg ‘to’ and ‘two’

Letter-sound relationships (graphemes) The link between the name of a letter and the sound it makes; the understanding 
that the two are different is important. Learner need to know the sound the letter 
makes in order to decode words – knowing the letter name is of little help in the 
reading process.

Onset and rime Words can be broken into onset (the fi rst part of a syllable before the vowel) and 
rime (the vowel and the remainder of the syllable) 
eg c-at, sh-arp

Phonemic awareness The ability to distinguish between the separate sounds (phonemes) of a language eg 
sh-u-t

Prefi xes One or more letters added to the beginning of a word to change its meaning eg
un-,  dis-

Suffi xes One or more letters added to the end of a word to change its meaning or make it 
another part of speech eg –ness, -ly 

Synonyms A word that has the same or nearly the same meaning as another word eg ‘big’ and 
‘large’

Vowel digraphs Two vowels making a single sound eg ea oa

Reading
Alliteration The repeated use of the same sound at the beginning of words in a sequence eg

The crafty crocodile crawled in the creek.

Auditory discrimination The ability to hear the difference between separate sounds

Bias A tendency to support or oppose a particular person or thing in an unfair way by 
allowing personal opinions to infl uence one’s judgement, showing prejudice. 

Biography An account of a person’s life written by another

Cause effect relations The link between the result and its cause eg He fell over because he tripped on the 
kerb.
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Genre A kind or style of writing eg poetry, folklore, novel etc

Graphic A visual representation of information

Group reading An activity in which same-ability groups of learners read suitably graded readers 
either on their own or together and then discuss a text under the guidance of the 
teacher. It provides the opportunity for the teacher to introduce new vocabulary 
and teach / reinforce reading strategies.

High frequency words Words that occur often in a language and which readers need to be able to 
memorise. They are sometimes called ‘sight words’ 

Independent reading Learners reading silently on their own.

Legend / fable / tale A very old story from ancient times, not always true, that people tell about a famous 
event or person.

Main idea of a story What the story is about eg The story is about a girl who helps an old woman and is 
rewarded. Note: this is different to the message of a story eg Good deeds are 
rewarded.

Metaphor A fi gure of speech in which one thing is used to describe something else which has 
similar qualities eg the starry-eyed princess

Myth An ancient story explaining, in story form, natural events or the early history and 
traditions of a people, their gods, culture, heroes, religious beliefs etc

Onomatopoeia Words that sound like what they describe eg a car crashes

Oral texts These can be stories, songs, poems, rhymes, information talks, radio programmes 
etc read or told to the learners (The NCS documents provide details for each 
grade)

Paired reading Learners reading in twos to further practise their reading. 

Prediction The ability to guess an outcome on the basis of known facts

Print media Communication using print, often used to refer to newspapers and magazines

Scanning To run one’s eyes over a text to fi nd specifi c information eg a timetable for the 
time of a train or bus

Shared reading An activity in which learners share the reading of a text with the teacher. This is 
often a lesson for the whole class. The same text can be read several times and is 
used as the basis for the teaching of reading, writing and grammar skills.

Sight words In English many words have irregular sound-to-letter relationships and need to be 
memorised. Learners need to use the shape, length and other features of a word to 
recognise it.  Eg was, the, have 

Simile Comparing one thing directly with another, using like or as eg Her eyes were like 
stars

Skimming To read a text very quickly to get an overview

Social, cultural values in a story The underpinning values in a story that are evident through the actions of the 
characters, the way the plot unfolds and ends and the language used by the writer.

Stereotype A fi xed (often biased) view about what a particular type of person is like eg a fairy 
princess, a stepmother

Visual discrimination The ability to see similarities and differences in pictures, letters and words

Written texts These can be fi ction (stories, songs, poems, rhymes, etc) or non-fi ction texts 
(information texts from textbooks or reference books, newspaper articles, journals, 
diaries, posters etc) (The NCS documents provide details for each grade)

Handwriting
Active and passive voice In a sentence using the active voice the subject performs the action eg The dog ate 

the bone. 
In a sentence using the passive voice the subject is on the receiving end of the action 
eg The bone was eaten by the dog.

Direct and indirect speech Direct speech reproduces the exact words used by the speaker or writer – these 
are written between speech marks (inverted commas). eg “Mike is a good friend,” 
John said.
Indirect speech is used when someone else is reporting what was said or written. 
eg John said that Mike was a good friend.
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Modals Enable speakers/writers to express different shades and degrees of meaning about 
things like possibility and probability ie shall, should, will, would, can, could, may, 
might, must

Personal dictionary A small notebook that learners use to record useful words in alphabetical order – 
one page per letter.

Sentence starters An aid to learners to enable them to write one or more sentences; especially useful 
in earlier grades eg  My name is… /  I liked the book because…  

Shared writing An activity in which learners share the writing of a text with the teacher. This is 
often a lesson for the whole class. By modelling the writing process learners gain an 
understanding of various writing skills, depending upon the grade.  At the same time 
it reinforces various reading, writing and grammar skills. 

Subject-verb concord The agreement between the subject and the verb in a sentence so that they match 
eg When the verb is plural the subject of the sentence must be plural.

Tense The form of the verb that indicate time – past, present or future

Transcribes Copying written text from a board or a textbook into an exercise book or onto 
paper. This may involve learners having to change the script from print script in a 
book to a joined writing script.

Word bank / word wall A store of new words eg charts containing lists of words on a common topic, or 
lists of words listed placed in alphabetical order on the classroom walls

Writing frame A temporary support for writing – eg a framework showing learners how to plan a 
story in three paragraphs

Writing strips Strips of paper or card on which is written a row of a pattern, letters, numerals, 
words or a sentence as an aid to help learners to copy correctly.
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