Overview of the South African and Pan African Innovative Education Forum 2010

The South African Innovative Teacher Forum has been a particularly exciting event this year as it is leading up to the WW Innovative Education (WWIEF) which is taking place in Cape Town, South Africa. This is the first time that the WWIEF has taken place on Africa soil and we are very proud to be hosting almost 600 of the world’s most innovative teachers and school leaders at the end of October.

We have a strong contingent of South African teachers competing at the WWIEF. The National Innovative Teacher Forum took place at the Africa School Technology Innovation Centre (STIC) in Newtown in August 2010. The process started with a panel of judges screening entries received from teachers all across the country, who have run innovative projects that integrate ICT in their classrooms. The top 20 teachers were chosen and attended two days of workshops, project presentations and idea and best practice sharing. The event closed with an awards ceremony where the winning teachers were announced.

The winning South African teachers went on to compete at a regional level at the Pan African Innovative Education Forum, held in Mombasa at the end of August. This event was hosted at Aga Khan Academy, Mombasa, which is part of the global Microsoft Innovative Schools Programme.  Teachers were introduced to a variety of new ideas by each other and the workshop leaders, and were given an opportunity to form relationships with others teachers throughout Africa to continue the learning and explore collaborative projects. This event concluded with an Awards Ceremony, with every participating South African teacher receiving a place to compete at the WWIEF. We also had two of the three Lesotho teachers chosen to participate at a global level.

The Africa Best Practice winners in the four main competition categories are Samuel Avornyor of Ghana, Innovation in Community; Linda Bradfield of South Africa, Innovation in Collaboration; Warren Sparrow of South Africa, Innovation in Content; and LilianOfori-Asare of Lesotho, Educators’ Choice Award. Several teachers were also nominated for the Judges’ Awards. In finishing order, the following teachers awarded first, second and third place in each category are: 

Innovation in Community

· Best Practice: Samuel Avornyor (Ghana), “Rural Food Processing Industries”

· First Runner-Up: NandiniSukhoo-Busawon (Mauritius), “Endemic Plants””

· Second Runner-Up: Preesheila Singh-Ujoodha (Mauritius), “Wellness and Fitness for Life” 

Innovation in Collaboration

· Best Practice: Linda Bradfield (South Africa), “Trash to Treasure”

· First Runner-Up: SuniaDokter, ShireenPersens, NgakaRalekoala, LehentseSeekoei(South Africa), “Children Who Care”

Innovation in Content

· Best Practice: Warren Sparrow (South Africa), “Who Wants to be a Millionaire?”

· First Runner-Up: Anthony Gioko (Kenya), “Publishing on the Web”

· Second Runner-Up: Jonathan Serunkuma (Uganda), “Art for a Better Environment”

Educators’ Choice Award

· Best Practice: LilianOfori-Asare (Lesotho), “Amazing Maize”

· Second Runners-Up: David Onyango (Kenya), “Combating Climate Change;” Hobilalaina Yvette FidelysFanantenana (Madagascar) “Creating Multimedia Didactic Support;” Chris Gatsi (South Africa) “Zero Tolerance for Bribery Campaign”

Judges’ Award

· Best Practice: BerlinaMokhakala (Lesotho), “Effects of Migration;” Jeffrey Nanty (Seychelles), Will the Sand Ever Come Back?;” Nwodo Monday Obinna (Nigeria), “Hypertension - The Silent Killer”, Peter de Lisle (South Africa), “Biodiversity”

We wish all of the African teachers the best of luck at the Worldwide Innovative Education Forum.

