Mission: Rescue Earth
Written by Yvette Taylor
Introduction

This booklet has been written to teach some of the most important things about how we treat our planet and what we can do to help make it better. If everyone looks after the world it will be a wonderful place for you to grow up. 
When learning about something, we have to know the words that teach us about it. If a person doesn’t know the words he or she will not be able to learn the subject. Each subject has its own special words that describe specific things in that subject.

To make this book easier to read we have made a list of all the special words and explained what they mean. This list is at the back of this book in the glossary. A glossary is a section towards the back of many books. The words are put in alphabetical order so you can easily find them.

 A lot of words have more than one meaning. Some of the words in the glossary also have other meanings, but they are only explained here as they are used in this booklet. When you come across a word that is underlined and darker than the other words around it, like this, it means it is the glossary.
When you see a word that you have not seen before, look it up in the glossary. Once you understand it use it in a few sentences to help you understand it better. If there is a word that is not in the glossary, look it up in a regular dictionary.
The words that you learn here are important as they will help you understand this subject better, and in this way will help achieve our goals of rescuing the planet along with all the plants and animals that live on it.
If you would like to become an Earth Ranger for The Earth Organization, read and make sure you understand the information in this book. 
Let’s get started!
Rescue Your Planet in 10 Easy Steps
The planet that you are standing on belongs to all the people, animals and plants. All the people that live on it must try their best to look after it. We cannot wait for someone else to do it. Children and grown-ups must learn about all the things they can do to help. Here are some of the things you can do and teach others about to help our world.

1. Reduce, Reuse and Recycle!
Reduce is when you lessen the amount of something. When we talk about “reduce” here, we mean that each person should think more carefully about the amount of stuff they buy. People often buy things that they don’t really need or want. Then they use it a couple of times and throw it in the trash.  

Another example would be when a person uses more of something than they need to. Like using a plastic shopping bag only once and then throwing it away. 

You can probably think of a lot of examples of people using more than they need of something and then wasting the rest. 
If a person pays attention to the things they use each day, they will find that there are usually lots of ways that they can cut down on the amount of stuff they are using, and it would not have the slightest effect on the way they do the things they want to do or their happiness. 
Reuse is when a person finds ways to use things again and doesn’t just throw them away.

Very often, it is possible to find another way to use something, rather than just throwing it away. A person should also fix things that break, like a shoe or a game, before they decide to get a new one
The more times something can be used, the less stuff will end up on the garbage dump. 
Recycle: “to recycle” means to collect used stuff and make something new from it. An example would be melting a metal can and making a car part from it. 
For example, when someone has finished their juice from a can, it can be thrown away in a special place so that a company can collect it, melt it down and make a new can or something else, from the same metal. That means people don’t have to dig so many big holes in the earth to look for more metal. When people dig holes in the earth it means they have to kill the trees that grow there and chase away the animals that live there. 
[image: image1]
This sign has three sides which stand for Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. When you see this sign on something it means that it has been recycled, or that it can be recycled.

Everyone can help by getting other to buy things that are recycled.
Here are some of the things that can be recycled:

· Paper and cardboard - this means fewer trees would need to be chopped down to make more paper all the time. They can make the old paper or cardboard into a pulp and then re-shape it into new paper and boxes.

· Used plastic bottles and plastic containers can be melted down to make new plastic bottles and containers. 
· Glass can also be melted down to make new bottles, bowls and dishes. 

· Metal like the type used in cans can be melted down and re-used. 

· Plastic bags and ink cartridges for printers can be melted down and made into building materials, park benches, and just about anything that can be made from wood. This saves trees, and also keeps these things out of the garbage dump.

How can we help?

1.1 Buy recycled things:

Every time people buy something that is recycled they help Earth. People can ask in any shop, “What goods are recycled?” They can also search “Recycled Goods” on the Internet to find shops that sell them in their area.

1.2 Recycle at home:

· Paper, plastic, glass and metal can be put into separate boxes. People can then find out where to go in their neighborhood to drop off the separate things that they have collected for recycling.   

· Many neighborhoods have recycling centers, but if someone does not know where to drop off the different things, they can ask their parents to contact The Earth Organization and we can help get one set up in that area.

Recycling is not difficult. Everyone can do it and it is a very important part of keeping Earth healthy. 
2. Dealing with solid and liquid waste
Although recycling is a very important part of handling waste, there are other things we should pay attention to when getting rid of trash. Some of the things that we need to help with are public litter and getting rid of chemicals.

It is quite shocking to hear how much of an effect certain things can have on nature. Like baby’s disposable diapers which take up to 500 years to decompose (‘decompose’ means to break down and return to the earth). Polystyrene also called Styrofoam, (the material that throw-away cups are made from) takes 2,000 years to decompose. Plastic bottles such as those used for water and cold drinks, take 1,000 years to decompose! 

Every plastic bottle that gets thrown in a river will end up out at sea. It decomposes so slowly that it will float there for many years, or wash up on a beach. It is damaging the environment. If it breaks into smaller pieces, animals often eat it, thinking it is some sort of food, and it can make them sick.

Even worse are the chemicals that can go down our sinks, or into drains: like a lot of dishwashing liquids, soaps, shampoos, and so on. They all end up in the rivers and oceans. Our environment and the animals in it feel the effects. It makes our planet sick. 

How can we help?

2.1 Littering 
Yes, we have all heard this before: “don’t litter”. Many people have said it. In the past it might have been said as though it was just “the right thing to do”. And throwing something out the car window, or down on the ground, or into some water may not seem like a very important thing, but it is. 
But, now, things are changing because of the damage that has been done to the environment over the last few years. 

Litter has had many bad effects on the environment. Animals may get trapped or poisoned with litter in their homes. Litter can end up in rivers and canals, polluting the water that we get from the tap. Rats and disease are common in places with lots of litter. Open containers such as paper cups or cans can hold rainwater, which is where mosquitoes will lay their eggs and breed, and can cause disease.
2.2 Throwing things down drains or toilets

Toilets and drains are common places for trash to be thrown, but this is not good.  Every piece of trash thrown down a drain or toilet could be killing other living things, or releasing poisons into our environment – the same environment that we need water and food from in order live. 

2.3 Using biodegradable cleaning products
Biodegradable means that something can decompose and return to the earth naturally. So if something is biodegradable it means the product doesn’t contain any poisons that go into the earth and mess it up. An example would be products made from wood. Unless poisons have been added to the wood, it will quickly decompose and go back to the earth without causing any harm. 
When garbage is easily broken down by tiny living things in the soil it doesn’t do any harm to the planet. But, it takes plastic hundreds of years to break down by the weather, and even then it is still a little poisonous even in very small pieces that you almost can’t see. 
Glass breaks down much more easily than plastic. 
When shopping, people should buy things that are biodegradable, when and where they are available.
3.Taking care of plants and trees

Trees and plants help to make air for everyone to breath. They also make food for a great many animals. 
They are very important to our earth. Here are some of the things they do:
· The part of the air that plants breathe in is called Carbon Dioxide which is what plants need. The air that plants breathe out is called oxygen, which is what people need. People breathe in what the plants breathe out. But some people are cutting down trees unnecessarily and one of the bad effects of this is that we have less oxygen. Some factories burn up oxygen to produce their products, which also means there is less oxygen in the air. 
· The roots of a tree go deep into the earth. This helps to stop the soil from washing away or into the sea when there is a storm with lots of rain. 
· Plants and trees provide food for some animals. Many animals live on plants for food. The animals that eat meat eat some of the animals that eat plants for their food. And so everyone gets food. This is called the food chain.
How can we help?

3.1 – Becoming a Free Air Club Member

For some time now there has been a great amount of discussion concerning the topic of global warming. The debate whether it´s a man made problem or the cyclic nature of planet earth, continues. But one point that everyone agrees on is that people are having a great impact on their environment. The fact that habitats are being destroyed and so many species are going extinct means it is time for us to act and minimize our impact on our planet. 

Many people would like to decrease damage being done to the earth through pollution. What we at The Earth Organization propose is that each family plant 3 indigenous trees (or large shrubs >1m) in their garden / community to balance the carbon oxygen ratio in the atmosphere, thereby helping earth to get healthy. 

Trees are great at creating oxygen and removing some of the toxins that we put into the atmosphere. The more trees that we have the cleaner and richer our air will be. Let´s all start greening the earth. 

What to do?
1. Find out which trees are indigenous* to your area. You can do this by visiting your local nursery / using the internet or by looking it up in the library. 
2. Find a place where you can plant your trees. It can be in your garden, a neighbour’s garden, a local school, your church or anywhere that needs some trees. If it is not on your own property make sure you get the owner´s permission first!

3. Visit your local nursery and buy your trees.

4. Get your family and friends together and get started. Remember trees can get very big so make sure that you give them enough space to grow.

5. It will help if you do some research about the species you have decided to grow so that you plant them in the correct conditions to ensure their survival.

6. Take a couple of photos if possible and send them to The Earth Organization so that we can send you your Free Air club certificate.

7. Over the next few months and years send us photos of how well you trees are growing.

8. The best photos will be put on our website.

*it´s very important that you plant indigenous trees as they are adapted to the climate and environmental conditions in your region and are therefore more likely to survive to maturity. They also attract indigenous insects, birds and other creatures thereby establishing entire ecosystems within their branch and root systems. In drier regions, indigenous trees generally require much less water than exotic species, thereby reducing the demand for water on their surroundings. Using invader species can threaten your local ecosystems. Indigenous is always best.

Send the letter to: 

Address: The Earth Organization, PO Box 935, Westville, Durban, 3630, South Africa
Or,

E-mail: info@earthorganization.org
3.2 – Planting trees from your country.
Plants and trees from the country you live in are called indigenous (in-di-ja-nis) plants or trees. When you plant things that are from other countries they can cause the indigenous plants and trees to die. So it’s best to plant the things that belong in your own country or area. 

· People should learn which plants and trees are indigenous to their area. It is quite easy to find the information on the Internet, at school, at the local nursery or in a library.

· People should make sure that they only have indigenous plants and trees in their garden.
3.3 – Taking care of your plants
If you have plants in your garden or in your home it is important to take care of them. One of the first things to remember is to water your plant and give it plant food or compost. Different plants need different amounts of water and food so you need to find out how much to give your plant. 
4. Respecting and protecting pets.

Animals are important to our earth. They deserve to be respected and looked after. A pet can also be a lot of fun to play with.
Animals can give protection, like a dog that protects the house. Some animals give us food to eat, like cows that give us milk, and chickens that give us eggs, and they can even give us transport, especially in farming areas.
Properly treated and cared for, pets can make wonderful companions and bring much joy to a person and family.

No matter what an animal’s role is in our world they should never be treated with cruelty.

How can we help?

4.1 Treating pets with kindness and respect.

People should treat pets as they would treat any human being. Animals that are respected will do the same for their owner. Pets should be given love and attention. When people do this, they realize how good they feel for doing it. 
Animals can get sick. If this should happen to a pet, the owner must make sure it gets taken to the Veterinarian (or Vet which is an animal doctor) to get treated. Just like humans animals, also need medicine sometimes.
4.2 Feeding and caring for pets. 

People must always make sure that their pets get enough food during the day, and that they have clean water. Dirty water and old food can make them sick. A bad diet can also make them sick or bad tempered. A pet should be given a nice place to sleep. If someone has an outdoor pet, they should ensure its kennel is comfortable and clean. Indoor pets should have a basket or blanket that is theirs and an area that they know is theirs.

4.3 Spaying or neutering pets. 

Spaying is when a veterinarian does an operation on a female animal so that she can’t have babies and neutering is when the operation is done to a male animal so that it can’t have babies. When an animal has an operation so that it can’t have young the animal has been fixed.
There are many stray animals in the world that do not have homes. It is not fair to let our animals have young and then not find homes for them. So, it is best to get our pets fixed so that they don’t have young, that way there won’t be so many homeless animals that don’t get adopted. If people decide to let their pets have babies, they must make sure they find good homes for all of them.
5.Being kind to all life forms.

All animals and plants make up a very important part of the planet. There are some species that are going extinct. ‘Extinct’ means all the animals of a certain type die and there are no more of that type of animal left. They go extinct when their natural homes are destroyed, or their source of food is destroyed.
The earth looks after people, so people must look after the earth. Otherwise, after a while, the earth won’t be able to provide what people need.
As much as possible, it is important not to destroy the homes of wild animals. Sometimes it is necessary, and decisions have to be made as to which choices will create the greatest good. An example of this is: if you have a squirrel or some birds living in your garden, don’t break their nests or let your friends climb that tree. It will scare the parents away and leave the babies without proper care. However, if the tree is old and is leaning over a lot, it would be better to cut it down before it falls on someone.

One way or the other, it’s important to include the health of plants and animals in decisions that will affect them. It is not always the greatest good to only think about how it will make people happy right now. If the plant and animal life is not doing well in an area, sooner or later humans won’t do well either. 
How can we help?

5.1 Harming or killing wild animals: 

When people visit the wild, on land or at sea, they must be sure not to litter or damage the place where wild animals may live. This is their home, so people must treat it with respect. Remember, a tin can that is carelessly thrown on the ground can get stuck on an animals head or paw and cause it tremendous pain and may even kill it. 

If wild animals move into a human neighborhood people should call a professional such as the SPCA (Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) or the municipality to come and sort out the problem.  
5.2 Killing things unnecessarily:

When kids are playing outside, they should not kill insects or break plants unnecessarily. They are all important in the food chain and the cycle of life. Plants feed insects, insects feed birds and small animals feed bigger animals. 
6.Eating the right food.

All people eat different kinds of food. Some people eat meat and some people choose not to eat meat. These are personal choices. All people should make sure that the things they eat are not in danger of going extinct. 
How can we help?

6.1 Do not eat endangered species of fish.
Fish are one of the last wild species that man depends upon for food. Most of the fish that people eat are taken from the ocean. Some fish such as cod, haddock, and tuna, are critically endangered as there are not many left in the sea. If people eat them there may be none left! They could go extinct.
If everyone stopped eating endangered fish they would be left alone and have time to have lots of babies and fill the sea back up. 

6.2 Avoiding battery farmed food.

Battery farming is when a lot of animals are put into a very small place, so small they can hardly move. This is done so they can fit more animals onto their farms. It is very uncomfortable and cruel, sometimes even painful, to the animal. They are also not given good food. It is not fair to treat animals that way so people should not buy meat from places that do that. If the label on your meat says “Free Range”, it means the animals were more likely to have been treated better. They would have more space to walk around and get the right food. 
If nobody buys food from places that use battery farming, they will have to stop doing it! 
7. Conserving Energy
‘Conserve’ means to save and not waste, or to take care of something. Conserving energy means to use less energy in your house and for driving around by paying attention to using only what you need and not needlessly wasting it. Most energy comes from the earth and sometimes even out of the earth, like the oil that we make gasoline (fuel) from, and coal that is burned for electricity. Here are some of the reasons why it is important to conserve energy:
· Some energy, like the fuel used in most cars, cause air pollution. A car makes air pollution. When people don’t drive when they don’t need to, like walking or using a bike for short distances instead, they make less pollution. And when people use the right kind of fuel and make sure that their car engine is running well, they also make less pollution.

· Electricity can be made in different ways for people’s use. When it comes from big factories where they burn coal to make the electricity, it causes a lot of air pollution. If people don’t waste electricity, then they burn less coal, which means less smoke goes into the air. 

One of the main reasons our air is in trouble is because petrol and coal are burned for energy and the smoke goes into our air. 
How can we help?

7.1 – Using electricity carefully
· Air-conditioners and heaters waste a lot of energy. The best thing to do is use these only when we really have to. People should not leave these on longer than needed. 
· Refrigerators also use a lot of electricity, it is important for people to check the settings on their fridge and make sure it is not too cold. It just needs to be cold enough to keep food fresh.
· Hot water heaters (also called a geyser) use a lot of electricity to keep water warm. People should check the settings on their water heater to ensure that the setting is not too high and that it is switched off when it is not used.

· People should also make sure the washing machines are set to a warm or cold water setting, not hot. This uses less energy.
7.2 – Gasoline – changing driving habits if needed
When a car is driven fast, the car uses more gas than if it is driven slowly. It is a good idea to leave home early enough so that you can drive at a good speed. Over time, this can save a lot of fuel that would be otherwise wasted.
8.Conserving Water

Water is very precious to mankind. It is the lifeblood of our planet. More than 70% of the human body is made up of water. Having enough fresh water is vital for all living things. It is everyone’s job to make sure that there is enough fresh water for humans, plants and animals. It can seem like there is plenty of water because the oceans are so huge, but that is salt water and not drinkable. Only 2% of all water on Earth is fresh. So, people must make sure they don’t waste any of it.
How can we help?

8.1 Using water at home.

People should not throw their clothing in the wash if they are not dirty. The dishwasher should be full before it is switched on. If everybody does this we can save thousands of liters of water.
8.2 Checking for leaking pipes

There is a water meter in all gardens. It has a small wheel that rotates as water is used. When all the taps or faucets are closed in the house the little wheel should not be moving. If it is still moving, the pipes and the water faucets need to be checked for water leaks. A water leak can waste a lot of water.

8.3 Using water wisely

There are easy things people can do to use water in a responsible way, but it may require that they change their habits just a bit. 

· It is important not to let the water run when brushing teeth, as that wastes a great deal of water. Instead people should put water in a cup and use that to rinse their mouth when they are brushing their teeth. 
· It is important not to let the tap run when preparing food. For example when washing vegetables, –fill a sink with water and use that to clean them. 
· To conserve water outside, people should water their garden only when necessary. Water plants in the early morning or evening so that the water can be used by the plant and doesn’t get dried up too quickly by the sun. 
9.Knowing what you are wearing.

For as long as people and animals have lived on Earth, animals have provided man with many important things to his survival, like food and material to make clothing. In times gone by, animal skins were used to make shelter, clothing, weapons and armor. 
Today, leather is made from cows that are killed for food. Cow hides provide the material for most shoes, and many other items of clothing, such as jackets. Sheep provide wool for our jackets and blankets. These things are necessary for our survival.
But there are other things that are a luxury, and have caused the unnecessary death of many animals. Minks, foxes and chinchillas are killed just for their coats. What this means is that these animals do not provide us with any of the essentials to living, such as food or shelter. Their coats are very soft, warm and beautiful, but it takes a lot of these animals to make one coat. A chinchilla is about the size of a large Guinea Pig. How many of those would have to be killed to make one coat? 
Snake and crocodile skins are also popular as luxury items for shoes and belts. These animals are being killed only for their skin, which is used just for fashion. 
How can I help?
9.1 Don’t wear real animal fur. 
When someone gets new clothing they should make sure that any fur on it is fake fur.
9.2 Don’t use products that have been tested on animals.
When people buy new shampoo, soap or any products like that, they should always check the label. It will usually state “Not tested on animals”. If it is tested on animals they have to put that on the bottle or container. If it doesn’t say anything it is also safe to use. It can be checked out on the Internet. If no one buys products from companies that have been tested on animals, soon those companies would find better ways to test their products so that it doesn’t harm animals. 
10. Getting others to do the same

At this point of the book we are hoping that you have decided to help us rescue our planet. Using the lesson plan provided by your educator you can achieve that. This means you will be well on your way to becoming a true “Earth Ranger”. 

Once you have finished reading this book, and handed in all your lessons, you will get an Earth Rangers certificate. You will then be expected to keep in all the steps that you have learned as well as telling others about it.  
Now, there are only a few more things to do:

10.1 Following the conservation guidelines.
When people start following the steps in this book, they will suddenly notice when someone else is not. It is important to point out when others are doing things that are harmful to the planet. It will be necessary to talk to them about it. People can use this book or contact The Earth Organization for any information they may need. Remember, we need everyone to follow the rules, and it starts with just a few people like you and your friends. 

10.2 Telling others about this book.
Every man, woman and child should be following these points in their own lives. The more people we can get to follow these rules the quicker our planet can recover. Our goal is that one day man will live in harmony with nature. So tell people about the things they can do to help and ask them to read this book.  
It is through you, and other people like you, that we can make a difference. What every single person does makes things either better or worse, depending on the choices they make.  
This planet is yours and your help in taking care of it is very important. Treat it like a friend and care for it wisely!
Glossary of Terms
Words to learn so that you can become an Earth Ranger:

Battery farming – This is when lots of animals are put in a space that is not big enough. They are fed lots of food to make them get fat quickly, but they can’t do any exercise because they don’t have any space. The word ‘battery’ here means a group of similar things together. In this case its lots of cages together, and/or lots of animals stuffed in the cages.
Biodegradable – This is when something is made from natural materials that come from the earth and so can easily break down again into the earth. When things are made from man-made materials, like plastic, they do not easily break down into the earth because they don’t come from there. ‘Bio’ is from an old word that means ‘life’. Degrade is to make something less by breaking it down.
Carbon Dioxide – The air that is all around you is made up of different things. When you take a breath, these different things go into your lungs. Your body is so clever that it only takes out the parts that you need. Carbon dioxide is one of the gases in the air that animal bodies don’t need. It is the gas that is used by plants when they breathe. So, when a person breathes out, they breathe out the carbon dioxide that the body didn’t use. 
Chemicals – these are substances that are made in factories, not in the natural world. They can be used to make plastic or things you use in the house to clean. They can be difficult to get rid of once used because they don’t easily go back into the earth and are not usually ‘biodegradable’.

City Council – These are government people that make decisions about what should happen in our city.
Conservation – This comes from the word conserve which means to save. It means you are saving the environment from being wasted. 
Critically endangered – Critical is when something is so bad that it is dangerous. Endangered means when something might run out, there may be none left. Together these two words mean that there are so few left of a plant or animal that it may die out and there will be none left for the future. This means the plant or animal is threatened with extinction. 
Cycle of Life – A cycle is when one thing leads to another until it eventually starts over. An example of the cycle of life would be: a plant forms a seed and drops it in the soil, it sprouts roots and a stem and leaves, it grows big, it makes seeds that drop into the soil, it lives for a while, it gets old, and it dies and breaks back down to the earth. The seeds that it made start their own cycle of life. And during this time, other plants and living creatures use parts of the plant to grow. A similar cycle of life happens with animals. An animal is born, it grows it has babies, it dies, and after awhile, the body breaks down into the earth, where other plants and animals make use if that earth to grow strong. 
Decompose – This is when something breaks down into parts that can be taken back into the earth. When food decomposes it goes back into the soil to feed new plants.
Disposable – This is when things are only expected to be used once or twice and then thrown away.

Electricity – A form of energy used to get heat, light and power.

Environment – This is everything around you. This would include living and non- living things. 

Essentials – This is something that must be present. It has to be there. 
Fixed – This is when a small operation is done by a Veterinarian on an animal so that it cannot make babies.
Food chain – This is when one thing feeds another. For example, grass is eaten by grasshoppers. The grasshopper is then eaten by a frog. The frog is eaten by a fox and the fox is eaten by a lion. As one animal eats the other it forms a chain. 
Free Range – this is when farm animals are allowed to walk around looking for food rather than being stuck into tiny cages with unhealthy food. 

Geyser – This is a big round container that heats water and then keeps it hot until you use it for a bath or for washing your hands, or just getting hot water through a tap. 
Harmony – When things live together and agree with each other with no difficulty. 
Indigenous – (in-di-j-nis) – This word describes 1) a plant that naturally grows in a certain area (California poppies are indigenous to the California desert), or 2) an animal that naturally lives and comes from a certain area (polar bears are indigenous to the arctic, or 3) people who come from a certain area (Eskimos are indigenous to Alaska). Plants should be kept in those areas to which they are indigenous because they are part of a whole cycle of life of the plants and animals that live there. When they are introduced into areas where nature didn’t originally put them, they can take over and harm the other plants and animals that were part of the whole system in the area.
Lifeblood – Just having blood is vital for humans to be able to live. When something is described as being “the lifeblood of something”, it means it is very important to the life of that thing.  
Litres – Is a measurement for liquid. About four cups of liquid makes up a litre. 
Litter – scattered trash: pieces of rubbish that have been carelessly left on the ground, especially in public places or outdoors.

Luxury – These are the things that people can live without; they are not needed for life. Many people work very hard to be able to have extra things in their life to give them pleasure. Luxuries are thought of as bad when others have to suffer for someone to have them.
Municipality – This is the area that your city is in. It is also the group of people who look after your city. Like the people who take away the trash or the people who repair the water pipes in the streets and electricity lines when they break.
Neuter – This is when a veterinarian gives a male animal an operation that makes it so he can’t make babies.
Nursery – A place where plants are grown and sold to people.

Oxygen - The air that is all around you is made up of different things. When you take a breath these different things go into your lungs. Your body is so clever that it only takes out the parts that you need. Oxygen is the main gas in the air that is used by the human body, so when you breathe in, your body keeps the oxygen and uses it to help create the energy you need to live.

Poaching – This is when people break the law to hunt. You are only allowed to hunt if you have a license. Poachers are people who kill animals that do not belong to them and that they don’t have a license or approval to kill. 
Polystyrene – This is a white, foam-like material that is man- made. It is made by mixing different types of plastic together. It is often used to make throw away cups and plates.
Pulp – A mixture of material, such as wood, paper, and rags, ground up and moistened to make paper. 
Recycle – To throw something away so that it can be used again. This usually includes having a company pick up the things to be recycled from a special garbage bin and taking it to a place where it can be re-made or, made into something else. Old paper can be broken down and made into new paper. Glass bottles can be carefully cleaned and used again. Old plastic containers can be melted down and made into other things. 
Respect – This is when people treat other people or things with care because they think that they are important or valuable.
Seedling – A young, growing plant that started from a seed. 

Settings – This refers to what a machine is set for; in other words what level of heat, or cold or speed something is set at. 

Spay – This is when a veterinarian does an operation on a female animal so that she can’t have babies.
SPCA – A society is a group of people that have joined together for a specific purpose. The word SPCA is made up from the first letter of the words Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. That is exactly what they do. They make sure that people are not cruel to animals.
Species – this is a type of living thing. Living things, like plants and animals, have been put into categories and named. So a Species is a type or category of living things, like ‘dogs’ or ‘cats’. The word ‘species’ comes from an old word that means ‘kind’ or ‘type’. 

Waste – this is something that is left over after you have used a product. It is the part that has to be thrown away once you are done.[image: image3.png]
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