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1 Indigenous Technology and Culture
1.1 Explores, compares and explains how different cultures in different parts of the world have effectively adapted technological solutions for optimum usefulness.
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Assessment Task 

Indigenous knowledge of hunters 
1.
Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.

	From earliest times, humans have used technology to meet their needs and solve their problems.  

The Aboriginal Australians were a hunting and gathering society.  Spears, clubs and boomerangs were used to kill or injure animals.  They used stones to throw at birds and knock them down.  Sometimes a hunter would wait up a tree with a long whip.  As a bird or bat flew past they would lash out at them.

They also used smoke or poison to immobilize their prey.  Smoke was used to flush out animals from their burrows.  Poisons from certain plants were put into the water to kill fish and cause them to float to the top.   In some parts of Australia, a very strong plant, the pitjuri, was put into the waterholes where emus drank.  This drugged them so they could easily be caught.  An emu is a large flightless bird and is the emblem of Australia.

In other parts of Australia, hooks made from wood or pieces of shell were carved or ground into shape.  Nets and traps were also used to fish with. Snares and pits were used to trap animals.


1.1
What is the difference between a spear and a club?




[4 marks]
1.2
What is the advantage of a boomerang?





[2 marks]
1.3
Do you think that a whip was effective?  Why or why not?



[2 marks]
1.4
Although the Aboriginees had a good knowledge of plants, do you think it is a good idea to put poisons in the water?  Why or why not?





[4 marks]
1.5
Comment on the suitability of materials for hooks compared with the fish hooks of today. 

[3 marks]
[15 marks] 

Suggested Solutions 

	Question number
	Possible marks
	Answers

	1
	4 marks

2 marks

2 marks

4 marks

3 marks
	1.1 A spear has a sharp end which sometimes is made from a different material from the handle or shaft. The club is a rounded end of wood for hitting or clubbing an animal to death.

1.2 A boomerang returns to the thrower.

1.3 Not effective, as it is difficult to crack a whip when up a tree.

1.4 Not a good idea, because other animals and people might also be poisoned.

1.5 Fish hooks made from wood or shells were time consuming and difficult to carve and more difficult to disguise and catch fish with.  Fish hooks today are stronger and thinner and have barbs so fish can’t get off the hook once caught.


[15 marks]
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