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Learning Outcome 3:  Technology, Society and the Environment
The learner will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the interrelationships between science, technology, society and the environment.
Assessment Standards
We know this when the learner

3 Bias in Technology

3.1 Produces evidence that details opinions, backed up by factual evidence, about bias (e.g. gender, age, access) in making technological decisions, and suggests strategies for redress.
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Assessment Task 

Child electrocuted – Access bias 
Adapted from Daily News 27 January 2009

1.
Read the following article and then answer the questions that follow.

	A two-year-old boy has died after tripping over illegally connected electric wires while playing near his home.

Some residents of the informal settlement have blamed a lack of service delivery from government for the toddler’s death.  Police said they are investigating charges of culpable homicide against whoever had put the illegal connection there. 

…

A woman at the shack from where the wires appeared to be coming said this would not have happened had the government provided houses and basic necessities, like clean water and electricity. “It seems the government is not really concerned about us.  We know it is wrong and dangerous to connect electricity wires like this, but what can we do, we need the electricity,” she said, refusing to give her name.


1.1
How could the toddler’s parent / guardian have prevented this? 


[2 marks]
1.2
How could the municipality have prevented this?




[2 marks]
1.3
Give reasons why you agree or disagree with the police statement that charges of culpable homicide will be laid.








[2 marks]
1.4
What basic rights do informal shack dwellers have?




[2 marks]
1.5
If the government cannot supply electricity, what would be a suitable alternative energy solution for a power supply?







[2 marks]

[10 marks] 

Suggested Solutions 

	Question number
	Possible marks
	Answers

	1
	2 marks

2 marks

2 marks

2 marks

2 marks
	1.1 Limiting the child to a safe area or putting an older child in charge.

1.2 Providing electric power to the community.

1.3 Agree – illegal connections are just that, illegal; disagree – these people are desperate for access to basic services.

1.4 The same basic rights to accessing service delivery as others.

1.5 Solar panels supplied.


[10 marks]
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