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Assessment Task 

Activity 1: Read the text and have a group discussion about ethics.

	What is ethics? 

Developed by Manuel Velasquez, Claire Andre, Thomas Shanks, S.J., and Michael J. Meyer 

SANTA CLARA UNIVERSITY – SILICON VALLEY – USA


	Many people tend to equate ethics with their feelings. But being ethical is clearly not a matter of following one's feelings. A person following his or her feelings may recoil from doing what is right. In fact, feelings frequently deviate from what is ethical. 

Nor should one identify ethics with religion. Most religions, of course, advocate high ethical standards. Yet if ethics were confined to religion, then ethics would apply only to religious people. But ethics apply as much to the behaviour of the atheist as to that of the saint. Religion can set high ethical standards and can provide intense motivations for ethical behaviour. Ethics, however, cannot be confined to religion nor is it the same as religion. 

Being ethical is also not the same as following the law. The law often incorporates ethical standards to which most citizens subscribe. But laws, like feelings, can deviate from what is ethical. The apartheid laws of South Africa are grotesquely obvious examples of laws that deviated from what is ethical. 

Finally, being ethical is not the same as doing "whatever society accepts". In any society, most people accept standards that are, in fact, ethical. But standards of behaviour in society can deviate from what is ethical. An entire society can become ethically corrupt. Nazi Germany is a good example of a morally corrupt society. 

What, then, is ethics? Ethics is two things. First, ethics refers to well based standards of right and wrong that prescribe what humans ought to do, usually in terms of rights, obligations, benefits to society, fairness, or specific virtues. Ethics, for example, refers to those standards that impose the reasonable obligations to refrain from rape, stealing, murder, assault, slander, and fraud. Ethical standards also include those that enjoin virtues of honesty, compassion, and loyalty. And, ethical standards include standards relating to rights, such as the right to life, the right to freedom from injury, and the right to privacy. Such standards are adequate standards of ethics because they are supported by consistent and well founded reasons. 

Secondly, ethics refer to the study and development of one's ethical standards. As mentioned above, feelings, laws, and social norms can deviate from what is ethical. So it is necessary to constantly examine one's standards to ensure that they are reasonable and well-founded. Ethics also mean, then, the continuous effort of studying our own moral beliefs and our moral conduct, and striving to ensure that we, and the institutions we help to shape, live up to standards that are reasonable and solidly based. 

This article appeared originally in Issues in Ethics IIE V1 N1 (Fall 1987) 


Read the above excerpts from the article ‘What is ethics?’

Divide into groups of about 4 – 6 learners per group.

Discuss the following topics:

· What do you think ethics are?

· Where do we learn ethics?

· What are examples of ethical behaviour at school?

· What are examples of unethical behaviour at school?

· Can you think of some examples of ethical behaviour versus unethical behaviour out of school?

Make notes of relevant points in your group discussion.

Your teacher will assess you using the following checklist.

	Checklist for observation of group discussion

Name:
      Date:

	
	Criteria: Does the learner:
	Yes
	No

	1
	Discuss ethics with the group?
	
	

	2
	Add to the conversation by bringing in supporting topics/information?
	
	

	3
	Add to the conversation by providing examples?
	
	

	4
	Listen to the ideas of other learners?
	
	

	5
	Interrupt a speaker politely?
	
	

	6
	Disagree with points politely and constructively?
	
	

	7
	Give reasons to support alternative points of view?
	
	

	8
	Make eye contact when speaking?
	
	

	9
	Use body language appropriately?
	
	

	10
	Keep notes when applicable to remember important points?
	
	

	2 marks for every ‘yes’ answer: 20 total


Activity 2: Draw a mind map illustrating the findings. (Individual activity)
For this activity, you will work on your own.

Refer to the notes that you took during the discussion in Activity 1 about ‘What is ethics?’

Draw a mind map illustrating the findings from your discussion in Activity 1.

Your teacher will use the following rubric to assess your mind map.

	Category
	4 marks
	3 marks
	2 marks
	1 mark

	Participation
	The learner put great effort into the work.
	A good effort made.
	Some effort made.
	The learner did very little work on the mind map.

	Required elements
	The mind map contains much information that was discussed.
	The mind map contains some of the information that was discussed.
	The mind map contains a little of the information that was discussed.
	The mind map is off the topic.

	Relevance
	All the concepts are relevant.
	Most of the ideas are relevant.
	Some of the ideas are relevant.
	The concepts do not relate to the topic.

	Flow
	The concepts flow very well.
	There is a fair amount of flow.
	The concepts flow a little.
	There is no concept flow.

	Attractiveness.
	Very attractive, colours used, very neat.
	Fairly attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness.
	Acceptably attractive.
	Messy and poorly designed.

	Total marks: 20


Activity 3: Discuss the importance of ethics in sport. (Group activity)
Work in groups of 4 – 6 learners per group.

Brainstorm the importance of ethics in sport.

Keep notes on relevant points in your group discussion.

Your teacher will use the following checklist to assess your group discussion.

	Checklist for observation of group discussion

Name:
      Date:

	
	Criteria: Does the learner:
	Yes
	No

	1
	Discuss the importance of ethics in sport?
	
	

	2
	Add to the conversation by bringing in supporting topics/information?
	
	

	3
	Listen to the ideas of other learners?
	
	

	4
	Wait for a pause before s/he interrupts a speaker?
	
	

	5
	Interrupt a speaker politely?
	
	

	6
	Disagree with points politely and constructively?
	
	

	7
	Give reasons to support alternative points of view?
	
	

	8
	Make eye contact when speaking?
	
	

	9
	Use body language appropriately?
	
	

	10
	Keep notes when applicable to remember important points?
	
	

	2 marks for every ‘yes’ answer: 20 total


Activity 4: Write a short essay about why you think ethics are important in sport. (Individual activity)
Complete the activity on your own.

Write an essay about why you think ethics in sport are important.

You may refer to your notes from Activity 3.

Your teacher will assess your essay using this rubric – you may use it as a guideline when writing your essay.

	Rubric to assess the essay

Name:                                                                            Date:

	Criteria
	Description

	Content: 40 marks


	5 marks per criterion
	3 marks per criterion
	1 mark per criterion

	
	There is evidence of extensive planning and editing.
	There is some evidence of planning and editing.
	There is no evidence of planning and editing.

	
	The student has addressed many aspects of the topic.
	The student has addressed some aspects of the topic.
	The essay is off the topic.

	
	There is an engaging introduction.
	The introduction is adequate.
	The introduction is missing or uninteresting.

	
	The paragraphs link well together.
	The paragraphs could have been arranged more logically.
	The paragraphs are not logically structured.

	
	The ideas in the essay are original.
	Some of the ideas in the essay are original.
	The ideas are irrelevant or uninteresting.

	
	There is a logical, appropriate conclusion.
	There is an adequate conclusion.
	The conclusion is missing or irrelevant.

	
	The writer is able to sustain the reader’s interest in the topic.
	The writer could have done more to sustain the reader’s interest.
	The writer is unable to sustain the reader’s interest.

	Language and vocabulary 15 marks


	5 marks per criterion
	3 marks per criterion
	1 mark per criterion

	
	Sentences vary in length and structure.
	Sentences could be more varied.
	Sentences are monotonous.

	
	There are fewer than three grammar and spelling errors.
	There are fewer than ten grammar and spelling errors.
	There are more than 15 grammar and spelling errors.

	
	The vocabulary is varied and appropriate.
	The vocabulary is adequate to the purpose.
	The vocabulary is inappropriate or too basic.

	Style 15 marks

	5 marks per criterion
	3 marks per criterion
	1 mark per criterion

	
	The essay is the correct length.
	The essay is less than 1½ pages.
	The essay is less than one page.

	
	The style and format of the essay are appropriate.
	There are one or two style and format errors.
	The style and format of the essay are inappropriate.

	
	The tone and register are appropriate.
	There are some errors in tone and register.
	The tone and register are inappropriate.

	Total marks: 
	Total available: 70
	
	


Activity 5: Draw up a comparative list of ethical and unethical behaviour. (Group activity)
Divide into workgroups of about 4 – 6 learners per group.

Discuss ethical and unethical behaviour.

Draw up a comparative list showing ethical versus unethical behaviour.

Include ethical and unethical behaviour in sports.

List at least 5 examples. (See the example provided below.)

You will share your examples with the rest of the class.

Your teacher will assess your group work using the checklist below.

EXAMPLE:

	ETHICAL BEHAVIOUR
	UNETHICAL BEHAVIOUR

	You buy a new dress and you notice that the shopkeeper gives you too much change. You tell the shopkeeper and return the money.


	You buy a new dress and you notice that the shopkeeper gives you too much change. You put the money in your pocket. It’s your lucky day!



	
	


	Checklist for observation of group discussion and 

drawing up of comparative list

Name:
      Date:

	
	Criteria: Does the learner:
	Yes
	No

	1
	Wait for a pause before s/he interrupts a speaker?
	
	

	2
	Interrupt a speaker politely?
	
	

	3
	Show evidence of understanding the concept of ethical behaviour?
	
	

	4
	Keep to the topic under discussion?
	
	

	5
	Contribute examples to add to the list?
	
	

	6
	Accept different viewpoints?
	
	

	7
	Give reasons to support alternative points of view?
	
	

	8
	Make eye contact when speaking?
	
	

	9
	Use body language appropriately?
	
	

	10
	Write a list of ethical and unethical behaviour?
	
	

	11
	Work well as a group?
	
	

	12
	Share examples with the rest of the class?
	
	

	2 points per ‘yes’ answer: 24 marks available


Suggested Solutions

	Task number
	Possible marks
	Solution

	1
	20
	See checklist 1 in Appendix of Assessment Tools.

	2
	20
	See rubric 2 in Appendix of Assessment Tools.

	3
	20
	See checklist 3 in Appendix of Assessment Tools.

	4
	70
	See rubric 4 in Appendix of Assessment Tools.

	5
	24
	See checklist 5 in Appendix of Assessment Tools.


Appendix of assessment tools.

1. Checklist for observation of group discussion

	Checklist for observation of group discussion

Name:
      Date:

	
	Criteria: Does the learner:
	Yes
	No

	1
	Discuss ethics with the group?
	
	

	2
	Add to the conversation by bringing in supporting topics/information?
	
	

	3
	Add to the conversation by providing examples?
	
	

	4
	Listen to the ideas of other learners?
	
	

	5
	Interrupt a speaker politely?
	
	

	6
	Disagree with points politely and constructively?
	
	

	7
	Give reasons to support alternative points of view?
	
	

	8
	Make eye contact when speaking?
	
	

	9
	Use body language appropriately?
	
	

	10
	Keep notes when applicable to remember important points?
	
	

	2 marks for every ‘yes’ answer: 20 total


2. Rubric to assess mind-map

	Category
	4 marks
	3 marks
	2 marks
	1 mark

	Participation
	The learner put great effort into the work.
	A good effort made.
	Some effort made.
	The learner did very little work on the mind map.

	Required elements
	The mind map contains much information that was discussed.
	The mind map contains some of the information that was discussed.
	The mind map contains a little of the information that was discussed.
	The mind map is off the topic.

	Relevance
	All the concepts are relevant.
	Most of the ideas are relevant.
	Some of the ideas are relevant.
	The concepts do not relate to the topic.

	Flow
	The concepts flow very well.
	There is a fair amount of flow.
	The concepts flow a little.
	There is no concept flow.

	Attractiveness.
	Very attractive, colours used, very neat.
	Fairly attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness.
	Acceptably attractive.
	Messy and poorly designed.

	Total marks: 20


3. Checklist for observation of group discussion

	Checklist for observation of group discussion

Name:
      Date:

	
	Criteria: Does the learner:
	Yes
	No

	1
	Discuss the importance of ethics in sport?
	
	

	2
	Add to the conversation by bringing in supporting topics/information?
	
	

	3
	Listen to the ideas of other learners?
	
	

	4
	Wait for a pause before s/he interrupts a speaker?
	
	

	5
	Interrupt a speaker politely?
	
	

	6
	Disagree with points politely and constructively?
	
	

	7
	Give reasons to support alternative points of view?
	
	

	8
	Make eye contact when speaking?
	
	

	9
	Use body language appropriately?
	
	

	10
	Keep notes when applicable to remember important points?
	
	

	2 marks for every ‘yes’ answer: 20 total


4. Rubric to assess the essay

	Rubric to assess the essay

Name:                                                                            Date:

	Criteria
	Description

	Content: 40 marks


	5 marks per criterion
	3 marks per criterion
	1 mark per criterion

	
	There is evidence of extensive planning and editing.
	There is some evidence of planning and editing.
	There is no evidence of planning and editing.

	
	The student has addressed many aspects of the topic.
	The student has addressed some aspects of the topic.
	The essay is off the topic.

	
	There is an engaging introduction.
	The introduction is adequate.
	The introduction is missing or uninteresting.

	
	The paragraphs link well together.
	The paragraphs could have been arranged more logically.
	The paragraphs are not logically structured.

	
	The ideas in the essay are original.
	Some of the ideas in the essay are original.
	The ideas are irrelevant or uninteresting.

	
	There is a logical, appropriate conclusion.
	There is an adequate conclusion.
	The conclusion is missing or irrelevant.

	
	The writer is able to sustain the reader’s interest in the topic.
	The writer could have done more to sustain the reader’s interest.
	The writer is unable to sustain the reader’s interest.

	Language and vocabulary 15 marks


	5 marks per criterion
	3 marks per criterion
	1 mark per criterion

	
	Sentences vary in length and structure.
	Sentences could be more varied.
	Sentences are monotonous.

	
	There are fewer than three grammar and spelling errors.
	There are fewer than ten grammar and spelling errors.
	There are more than 15 grammar and spelling errors.

	
	The vocabulary is varied and appropriate.
	The vocabulary is adequate to the purpose.
	The vocabulary is inappropriate or too basic.

	Style 15 marks

	5 marks per criterion
	3 marks per criterion
	1 mark per criterion

	
	The essay is the correct length.
	The essay is less than 1½ pages.
	The essay is less than one page.

	
	The style and format of the essay are appropriate.
	There are one or two style and format errors.
	The style and format of the essay are inappropriate.

	
	The tone and register are appropriate.
	There are some errors in tone and register.
	The tone and register are inappropriate.

	Total marks: 
	Total available: 70
	
	


 5. Checklist – group discussion and comparative list

	Checklist for observation of group discussion and 

drawing up of comparative list

Name:
      Date:

	
	Criteria: Does the learner:
	Yes
	No

	1
	Wait for a pause before s/he interrupts a speaker?
	
	

	2
	Interrupt a speaker politely?
	
	

	3
	Show evidence of understanding the concept of ethical behaviour?
	
	

	4
	Keep to the topic under discussion?
	
	

	5
	Contribute examples to add to the list?
	
	

	6
	Accept different viewpoints?
	
	

	7
	Give reasons to support alternative points of view?
	
	

	8
	Make eye contact when speaking?
	
	

	9
	Use body language appropriately?
	
	

	10
	Write a list of ethical and unethical behaviour?
	
	

	11
	Work well as a group?
	
	

	12
	Share examples with the rest of the class?
	
	

	2 points per ‘yes’ answer: 24 marks available























