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Learning Outcome 3: Personal Development

The learner will be able to use acquired life skills to achieve and extend personal potential to respond effectively to challenges in his or her world.

Assessment Standard:

We know this when the learner:

3.4 Explains what has been learned from a challenging personal interaction by critically reflecting on own behaviour.
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Assessment 
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Assessment Task 

Discussion (Group activity)

First read the following passage about children in the United Kingdom and their use of cell phones, or mobile phones as they call them there.

	“It is estimated that 65% of children between eight and 15 years of age own or have access to a mobile phone in the United Kingdom. Clearly, children and mobile phones have become compatible, but just how safe is it for children to carry these devices? Very safe – as long as children follow some basic precautions such as looking after their possessions and communicating only with known numbers. Some parents also advocate installing tracking systems on children’s phones so that adults are aware of their location at all times.

Unfortunately, flashy mobile phones with all of the bells and whistles are quite frequently stolen by those greedy for this new technology, and kids can be viewed as easy targets for theft. To avoid anything untoward, kids should be taught to keep their mobile phones handy without waving them about. Great places for mobile phones to travel include inside coat pockets and zipped inside backpack or bag pockets. Pencil cases and external backpack pockets are not ideal for mobiles as they leave the devices open for others’ inspection and, possibly, jealousy. Children should also be taught that when they need to make a phone call or text, they should do so without fanfare. Not only will this avoid attracting unwanted attention, but it’s just good manners as well.” www.growingkids.co.uk/childrenandmobilephones


Much the same applies in South Africa. For this task you are to get into small groups of 4 to 6. In your groups, decide on a common problem regarding cell phones for discussion. It could be about a social network such as MXIT and how to keep yourself safe when using it. It could be about telephone manners when using cell phones, or how to keep the cost of cell phone calls and text (sms) messages down. In fact, it could be any issue regarding cell phones.

Once you have decided on your topic, discuss it within your group.

After your small group discussion there will be a class discussion, where each group will report back to the class what the topic of their discussion was and what the outcome was. Your teacher will assess your knowledge, skills, values and attitudes regarding the topic using the rubric below.

	Knowledge
	Skills
	Values and attitude

	Understands the concepts:

· Cell phone technology

· Dangers of sites such as MXIT

· Dangers of speaking to unknown people

· Cell phone etiquette
	Ability to:

· Express own ideas verbally

· Discuss complex situations

· Distinguish between positive and negative attitudes regarding cell phones

· Think about own cell phone usage
	Ability to:

· Motivate answers

· Understand different values and attitudes


Suggested Solutions

	Question number
	Possible marks
	Solution

	1
	20
	Use the rubric in Appendix of Assessment Tools to assess learners’ knowledge, skills, values and attitudes regarding the topic of cell phones. 2 marks per point.


Appendix of Assessment Tools

Rubric to assess knowledge, skills, values and attitudes

	Knowledge
	Skills
	Values and attitude

	Understands the concepts:

· Cell phone technology

· Dangers of sites such as MXIT

· Dangers of speaking to unknown people

· Cell phone etiquette
	Ability to:

· Express own ideas verbally

· Discuss complex situations

· Distinguish between positive and negative attitudes regarding cell phones

· Think about own cell phone usage
	Ability to:

· Motivate answers

· Understand different values and attitudes











