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Learning Outcome 1: Technological Processes and Skills

The learner will be able to apply technological processes and skills ethically and responsibly using appropriate information and communication technology.

Assessment Standards
We know this when the learner
5 Communicates
5.2  Chooses and uses appropriate technologies to produce project portfolios, poster presentations or reports that present graphical and written information clearly in a form mostly suitable for the target audience.
Learning Outcome 3:  Technology, Society and the Environment
The learner will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the interrelationships between science, technology, society and the environment.
Assessment Standards
We know this when the learner

3 Bias in Technology
3.1  Produces evidence that details opinions, backed up by factual evidence, about the effect of technological solutions on human rights issues (e.g. age, disability).
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	Difficult questions:



Assessment Task 

Practical research on age bias

Many women over the age of 50 have trouble finding suitable clothes in the shops.  They still want to look smart and fashionable, but cannot find what they want.      

Some problems include

· waists too tight

· dresses and skirts too short

· shoestring straps for summer

· bright and clashing colours

· very high heels

1.1
Answer the following questions:

1.1.1
Which age group do you think is the main target market for the manufacturers and retailers? 
[2 marks]
1.1.2
Why do you think they target this market? 





[2 marks]
1.2
Visit three fashion stores or look at magazines with advertisements for three fashion stores and check out what they offer the 50 – 70-year age group of women.
Now write a letter to the newspaper.  

· You must clearly state the problem. 

· Give details of your investigation.
· Comment on why the designs are unsuitable.
· Make recommendations on what would be more appropriate. 


[16 marks]
[20 marks] 

Suggested Solutions 

	Question number
	Possible marks
	Answers

	1
	2 marks

2 marks

16 marks

[4 marks each]
	1.1.1 Younger group, 13 – 50

1.1.2 Teens try to keep up with peer pressure and 20 – 40 age groups have earning potential.  

2. Letter to press, marked as follows: 

· Clearly stated the problem. 

· Gave details of the investigation.

· Commented on why the designs are unsuitable.

· Made recommendations on what would be more appropriate.


[20 marks]
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