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Assessment Task 

Investigating catapults

1.
Below is a diagram of a simple catapult. It works on the same principle as a lever. Answer the questions that follow.
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1.1
Define a catapult.

                                                                

[3 marks]
1.2
Define a projectile.

                                                                 

[3 marks]
1.3
When and where are/were catapults used?





[2 marks]

1.4
What is the name of the path traveled when an object is fired from a catapult?
[2 marks]
1.5
What do we call the distance the object travels?                   



[2 marks]
1.6
How would you make the object travel the longest distance?



[4 marks]
1.7
How would you make it go as high as possible?




[4 marks]

[20 marks]

Suggested Solutions 

	Question number
	Possible marks
	Answers

	1
	3 marks

3 marks

2 marks

2 marks

2 marks

4 marks

4 marks
	1.1 Catapult – A forked stick with elastic fastened to the two prongs. Used for shooting small stones.

1.2 Projectile – An object that is fired or thrown at a target.

1.3 In ancient times before gunpowder was invented, in war zones, or by herd boys.

1.4 Trajectory

1.5 Range

1.6 This would depend on the speed at which it is launched.

1.7 This would depend on the angle from which it is launched.


[20 marks]
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