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Learning Outcome 3:  Technology, Society and the Environment
The learner will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the interrelationships between science, technology, society and the environment.
Assessment Standards
We know this when the learner

3 Bias in Technology
3.1 Expresses an opinion that explains how certain groups of society might be favoured or disadvantaged by given products of technology.
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Assessment Task 

Bias against the vulnerable workers

	The solution of one problem often constitutes another problem, and the same technology that brings great benefit to some, such as those who own the mines, may bring great hardships to others.  

Over the past few years there have been several examples of chemical companies or asbestos mining houses that have been taken to court by the workers who claim ill health and, for others, ultimately a fatal result.  Workers complain that profits are more important than working conditions. 

The question must always be asked,  ‘ Who benefits at whose expense?’,  because technology brings unequal benefits and costs.   Whenever we implement new technologies, we need to adequately consider what the negative effects may be and not only think of the financial benefits.  

Another example of bias against the disadvantaged is the many cases on illegal immigrants who are hired for a fraction of the wages of the locals, and have totally unsatisfactory working conditions.

In certain countries, a large percentage of technologies are imported. This raises a range of values issues, i.e. cheaper imports from the East is good news for the consumer, but jeopardises the jobs of many workers.  When profit motive is the major factor in technology transfer, this could result in social and cultural disharmony and negative labour markets.


1.
Why are the workers described as vulnerable? 




[2 marks]
2.
How are the workers exploited? 






[3 marks]
3.
Why do the illegal immigrants not complain to the bosses? 



[1 marks]
4.
Who is benefiting from the mines and factories? 




[2 marks]
5.
If it is cheaper to import textiles and electronic products from the East, why could this result in negative social and cultural problems? 





[2 marks]

[10 marks]

Suggested Solutions 

	Question number
	Possible marks
	Answers

	1
	2 marks
	Vulnerable, because they are helpless against being exploited.

	2
	3 mark
	Profits seem to be more important than people; illegal immigrants hired at low wages; imported goods jeopardise jobs.

	3
	1 marks
	Fear of dismissal.

	4
	2 marks
	Owners and bosses.

	5
	2 marks
	Puts locals out of work, anti-foreign attitudes.


[10 marks]
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