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Assessment Task 

There are so many possible options open to us as future career choices. Very often we do not realise this. The aim of this exercise is to expose you to new ideas and options. 

Activity 1

Look at the list of career areas and occupations below.

Discuss the choices with your teacher as a class discussion.

Circle any of the career areas and occupations that you would like to explore or find very interesting.

Once you have a few options, write them down in your workbook. Assess your own participation in this activity using the checklist below.

	Arts / media / communications
	Business

	Entertainment

Radio broadcasting

Television broadcasting

Journalism

Editing / writing

Book publishing

Magazine publishing

On-line publishing

Technical writing

Museums

Archivists

Curators

Architecture

Culinary arts

Commercial art

Fine art

Photography

Performing arts

Music

Design

Arts administration
	Marketing

Advertising

Public relations

Event management

Business development

Finance

Accounting

Sales

Management consulting

Human resources

Real estate

Hotel management

Insurance

Fashion industry

Retail

Actuary

Statistics

Mathematics

Sports industry



	Health sciences
	Engineering / computer science

	Health care

Physician

Nurse

Pharmacist

Physical therapist

Dietician

Dentist

Alternative medicine

Hospital administration

Pharmaceutical

Manufacturing

Biology

Chemistry

Veterinary science

Public health administration
	Mechanical engineering

Electrical engineering

Civil engineering

Chemical engineering

Aerospace engineering

Manufacturing and

production

Information technology

System administration

Computer science

Product design

Transportation

Urban / regional planners



	Environment
	Public service

	Environmental science

Geology

Geography

Anthropology

Outdoor education

Conservation

Energy

Forestry

Wildlife

Parks

Recreation
	Social work

Psychology / counseling

Clergy

Non-profit administration

Non-profit service

State and local government

Federal government

National security (CIA, FBI,

NSA, Military)

Policy

Politics

	Education
	International / travel

	Teaching

University / college

Administration

School counsellor

Research

Library science

Coaching
	Language / translation

Travel agent, guide

Foreign service

International public service

programmes

International trade



	LAW
	

	Attorney

Judge

Paralegal

Public service law

Lobbyist

Corporate law
	


Assess your participation in this research task using the following self-assessment checklist.

	My self-assessment checklist

	
	Criteria
	Yes
	No

	1
	I enjoyed this activity.
	
	

	2
	It was interesting to see the different career fields that are available.
	
	

	3
	I was surprised at the different options in each field.
	
	

	4
	The activity has helped me to narrow my career options.
	
	

	5
	I was able to choose a few options that seem to be interesting.
	
	


Activity 2

In the previous activity, you selected a number of occupations that you thought are interesting. This activity requires you to look at your selections and choose only one that you are going to research. Your choice does not have to represent your future career choice, but should just be something that you think is interesting and will appeal to the rest of your class. Maybe you will give your friends some ideas!

During your research, cover the following:

1. Name of occupation / career

2. Description of the work involved

3. What qualifications are needed?

4. Where can you study?

5. How long before you are qualified?

6. Earning potential?

7. Work possibilities in South Africa?

Make notes of all the information that you come up with during your research. You will need to use this information in the next two tasks. 

Assess your participation in this research task using the following self-assessment checklist.

	My self-assessment checklist

	
	Criteria
	Yes
	No

	1
	I enjoyed this activity.
	
	

	2
	I chose just one career/occupation to research.
	
	

	3
	I used many different sources for my research.
	
	

	4
	I have made a note of all the sources where I got my research.
	
	

	5
	I have covered all the points described.
	
	

	6
	I have enough information to be able to deliver a 5 – 7 minute speech.
	
	

	7
	I have enough information to be able to construct a poster.
	
	


Activity 3

Once you have completed Activity 2 and collected your research material and information, you are going to prepare a presentation in the form of a 5 -7 minute speech, which you will deliver to the rest of your class. 

Your teacher will time the speech using timing lights or timing cards, and will assess the speech using the following rubric.

	Criteria
	Description

	Content

(10 marks)
	8 – 10
	5 – 7
	1 – 4

	
	Excellent. Original and interesting content. Creative and captivating. Content well organised and well researched.
	Informative and sufficient to achieve purpose. There is evidence that the content has been researched.
	Flow of ideas is difficult to follow. Little evidence of research.

	Register, tone and body language
(5 marks)
	5
	3–4
	1–2

	
	Excellent voice control. Good use of pause. Unobtrusive use of notes. Makes eye contact with audience.
	Good self-confidence. Some variation in tone of voice. Some attempt to make eye contact.
	Lack of confidence. Little variation in tone of voice. Depends too much on notes. Little or no eye contact.

	Language and vocabulary
(5 marks)
	5
	3–4
	1–2

	
	Wide range of vocabulary used. Very few language errors.
	Vocabulary is sufficient for task. Some minor language errors.
	Limited vocabulary. A number of major language errors.

	Fluency
(5 marks)
	5
	3–4
	1–2

	
	Confident and effective. A skilful and fluent speaker.  Props used well.
	One or two lapses in delivery, but otherwise fluent. Some props used.
	Cannot sustain ideas in a flowing way.  No props used. 


Activity 4

This is the final activity in this task. You will use the research material you collected in Activity 2 and prepare a poster covering the following topics:

1. Name of occupation / career – boldly displayed

2. Description of the work involved

3. What qualifications are needed?

4. Where can you study?

5. How long before you are qualified?

6. Earning potential?

7. Work possibilities in South Africa?

8. Examples of the work - pictures

How to prepare your poster:

· Draw or cut out pictures from pamphlets, newspapers and magazines.

· Make sure that your headings are larger than the rest of your writing.

· Plan your poster!  Make sure all the facts that belong together are under the same heading.

· Don’t “overcrowd” your poster with information and pictures.  It must be clear to everyone what your poster is all about.

Your teacher will assess your poster using the following rubric:

	Analytical rubric for assessing a poster

Name:                                                                 Date:

Total marks out of a possible 20:

	CATEGORY
	5 marks
	4 marks
	3 marks
	2 marks

	Required elements
	The poster includes information about all 9 aspects of the topic.
	At least 7 aspects of the topic were shown. 
	5 or 6 of the different aspect were shown.
	Only  a few of the different elements were shown.



	Labels
	All items of importance on the poster are clearly labelled. 
	Almost all items of importance on the poster are clearly labelled.
	Many items of importance on the poster are clearly labelled.
	Labels are too small to view OR no important items were labelled.

	Pictures – relevance
	All pictures are related to the topic and make it easier to understand.
	Most pictures are related to the topic and most make it easier to understand.
	Some pictures are related to the topic.
	Pictures do not relate to the topic.

	Attractiveness
	The poster is exceptionally attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness.
	The poster is attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness.
	The poster is acceptably attractive though it may be a bit messy or overcrowded.
	The poster is distractingly messy or very poorly designed.


Suggested Solutions 



1. Instruct the learners to use the checklist in the Appendix of Assessment Tools to self-assess their participation in this research task.

.

2. Instruct the learners to use the checklist in the Appendix of Assessment Tools to self-assess their participation in this research task. 
.

3. Use the rubric in the Appendix of Assessment Tools to assess each learner’s speech.

4. Use the rubric in the Appendix of Assessment Tools to assess each learner’s poster.
	Item

Number
	Possible 

marks
	Solution

	1
	None
	Self-assessment task only.

	2
	None
	Self-assessment task only.

	3
	25
	See analytical rubric.

	4
	20
	See analytical rubric.


Appendix of Assessment Tools

1. Self-assessment checklist for first activity

	My self-assessment checklist

	
	Criteria
	Yes
	No

	1
	I enjoyed this activity.
	
	

	2
	It was interesting to see the different career fields that are available.
	
	

	3
	I was surprised at the different options in each field.
	
	

	4
	The activity has helped me to narrow my career options.
	
	

	5
	I was able to choose a few options that seem to be interesting.
	
	


2. Self-assessment task to assess research and information-gathering

	My self-assessment checklist

	
	Criteria
	Yes
	No

	1
	I enjoyed this activity.
	
	

	2
	I chose just one career/occupation to research.
	
	

	3
	I used many different sources for my research.
	
	

	4
	I have made a note of all the sources where I got my research.
	
	

	5
	I have covered all the points described.
	
	

	6
	I have enough information to be able to deliver a 5 – 7 minutes speech.
	
	

	7
	I have enough information to be able to construct a poster.
	
	


3. Analytical rubric to assess the prepared speech

	Criteria
	Description

	Content

(10 marks)
	8 – 10
	5 – 7
	1 – 4

	
	Excellent. Original and interesting content. Creative and captivating. Content well organised and well researched.
	Informative and sufficient to achieve purpose. There is evidence that the content has been researched.
	Flow of ideas is difficult to follow. Little evidence of research.

	Register, tone and body language
(5 marks)
	5
	3–4
	1–2

	
	Excellent voice control. Good use of pause. Unobtrusive use of notes. Makes eye contact with audience.
	Good self-confidence. Some variation in tone of voice. Some attempt to make eye contact.
	Lack of confidence. Little variation in tone of voice. Depends too much on notes. Little or no eye contact.

	Language and vocabulary
(5 marks)
	5
	3–4
	1–2

	
	Wide range of vocabulary used. Very few language errors.
	Vocabulary is sufficient for task. Some minor language errors.
	Limited vocabulary. A number of major language errors.

	Fluency
(5 marks)
	5
	3–4
	1–2

	
	Confident and effective. A skilful and fluent speaker.  Props used well.
	One or two lapses in delivery, but otherwise fluent. Some props used.
	Cannot sustain ideas in a flowing way.  No props used. 


5. Analytical rubric to assess the poster

	Analytical rubric for assessing a poster

Name:                                                                 Date:

Total marks out of a possible 20:

	CATEGORY
	5 marks
	4 marks
	3 marks
	2 marks

	Required elements
	The poster includes information about all 9 aspects of the topic.
	At least 7 aspects of the topic were shown. 
	5 or 6 of the different aspect were shown.
	Only  a few of the different elements were shown.



	Labels
	All items of importance on the poster are clearly labelled. 
	Almost all items of importance on the poster are clearly labelled.
	Many items of importance on the poster are clearly labelled.
	Labels are too small to view OR no important items were labelled.

	Pictures – relevance
	All pictures are related to the topic and make it easier to understand.
	Most pictures are related to the topic and most make it easier to understand.
	Some pictures are related to the topic.
	Pictures do not relate to the topic.

	Attractiveness
	The poster is exceptionally attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness.
	The poster is attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness.
	The poster is acceptably attractive though it may be a bit messy or overcrowded.
	The poster is distractingly messy or very poorly designed.























