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Assessment Task 


Passage and questions (Individual activity)
Read the passage and then answer the questions that follow.

	Fair and unfair play in cricket

Law 42 of the laws of the sport of cricket covers fair and unfair play. 

The first section of law 42 makes it clear that the captains of the two teams have the responsibility for ensuring that play is conducted within the spirit and traditions of the game as well as within the Laws. This leads on to a statement that the umpires are the sole judges of fair and unfair play. It contains an override of the laws of cricket: if either umpire considers an action that is not covered by the laws to be unfair, he intervenes and will call the ball dead if the ball is in play.

The law covers the following: ball tampering, distracting the opposition, unfair bowling, time wasting and match fixing.

Let’s have a closer look at ball tampering and match fixing:

Ball tampering
The state of the ball has a big effect on how difficult a delivery is for a batsman. A cricket ball is not spherical (round). It is in two parts stitched together to form a seam. How a ball swings, seams, and spins depends in part on how much air resistance there is to different parts of the ball, and to what degree the ball has deteriorated. A cricket team will normally seek to shine one side of the ball and rough up the other side. The resultant variation in air resistance on the two halves of the ball can then have a marked effect.

Ball tampering has always been a feature of the sport. Players will use objects to rough up one side of the ball, and use resins and Brylcreem to shine the other. This sort of ball tampering is against the spirit of the game and has always been against the rules. However, as it can be difficult to spot, it has always gone on with limited sanction.

The television age has meant that from the 1990s onwards most international games have been televised. Slow-motion replays have highlighted a number of incidents of ball tampering, some of which have been widely reported in the press. 

Match fixing
Match fixing occurs when a player is offered money to lose a match. If a player is deemed, by the umpire, to have deliberately got out, deliberately missed catches, or deliberately bowled extras, then the player shall be banned from taking part in the rest of the match. This also applies to captains who get players on their team to lose. They will then be reported to the governing body of cricket.

Due to the nature of modern cricket, televised matches, and instant replays, the chances of being caught match fixing are generally high. Penalties for match fixing may include being banned from playing cricket for life.

From: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fair_and_unfair_play


Answer the following questions:

1. What does Law 42 of the laws of the sport of cricket cover?  [2]

2. What topics does Law 42 cover? [5] 

3. In your own words, describe what is meant by ‘ball tampering’.  [3]

4. In your own words, describe what is meant by ‘match fixing’. [3]

5. Why has it become far more difficult for professional players to cheat in modern  cricket? [2]

Total marks: 15

Suggested Solutions 

	Question 

number
	Possible

marks
	Solution

	1
	2
	Law 42 of the laws of the sport of cricket covers fair and unfair play.  

	2
	5
	The law covers the following: ball tampering, distracting the opposition, unfair bowling, time wasting and match fixing.

	3
	3
	Own response. 

	4
	3
	Own response.

	5
	2
	Due to the nature of modern cricket, televised matches, and instant replays, the chances of being caught match fixing are generally high.  

	Total marks: 15
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