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Learning Outcome 3:  Technology, Society and the Environment
The learner will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the interrelationships between science, technology, society and the environment.
Assessment Standards
We know this when the learner

2 Impact of Technology
2.1  Expresses and details opinions about the positive and negative impacts of products of technology on the quality of people’s lives and the environment in which they live.

3 Bias in Technology
3.1  Produces evidence that details opinions, backed up by factual evidence, about the effect of technological solutions on human rights issues (e.g. age, disability).
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Assessment Task 

Medicinal market has huge potential

	According to the recently published SA Trade Directory of Indigenous Natural Products, the following statistics speak for themselves.

Informal market

· 50 – 100 million traditional remedy consumers reside in SA.

· There are 400 – 500 traditional healers.

· 35000 – 70000 tonnes of plant material are consumed annually.

· Several hundred thousand people are income earners in this industry.

Formal market

· The annual trade in medicinal plants in SA is over a thousand million rand.

· Between 5000 and 10000 tonnes are exported annually.

800 tonnes of Devils claw and 700 tonnes of Aloe are traded annually.


Use this information to answer the following questions:
1.1
Who will benefit from this trade?






[2 marks]
1.2
What do you understand by the informal sector? 




[2 marks]
1.3
What environmental impact could this have? 





[2 marks]
1.4
Why are commercial traditional nurseries important? 




[2 marks]
1.5
How do you think some Western doctors view this use of traditional medicines?  What form of bias could be displayed?







[2 marks]

 [10 marks] 

Suggested Solutions 

	Question number
	Possible marks
	Answers

	1
	10 marks

[2 marks for each question]
	1.1 Those who grow it/sell it and traditional healers.

1.2 ‘Pavement traders’ without actual shops.

1.3 Could deplete the indigenous plants and they could perhaps even disappear. 

1.4 Breed up seedlings in a controlled manner without digging out the whole plant.

1.5 Culture bias – disregard what is regarded as inferior without 

scientific rigour.


[10 marks]
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