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Assessment Task 

Read the following story and answer the questions that follow:

David and Goliath

King Saul and the Israelites were at war with the Philistines.

A huge man called Goliath was in the Philistine army. He wore a massive bronze helmet and a clanking coat of chain mail. His spear was as thick as a tree trunk.

“Send a man out to fight me!” he bellowed at the terrified Israelites. “If I kill him you will all become our slaves!”

For 40 days Goliath jeered at the Israelite soldiers, who all quaked in terror; no one dared move an inch.

David was in the mountains looking after his father’s sheep. His father, Jesse, gave him some food to take to his three older brothers who were soldiers in Saul’s army. While he was talking to them, Goliath appeared again. “Come and fight!” he yelled. The Israelites all ran away.

David knew that God was on their side and he told the King that he would fight the giant. He said, “The God who saved me from the lion and the bear that attacked my sheep will surely save me from Goliath.” The King said, “Go, and may the Lord be with you,” and he gave David armour, a coat of mail, a helmet and a sword.

Everything was so heavy that David could not walk, so he took it off. Instead, he picked up five smooth pebbles from the bed of the stream. Then he set off with his little leather sling to meet the giant. Goliath sneered at him, “I’ll soon finish you off!” he yelled. “Then I’ll feed your body to the crows.”
But David replied, “You may have a spear and a javelin but I have the power of Almighty God. It is you who will die today.”

As the giant rushed upon him David took one of the pebbles and fired it straight at Goliath’s forehead. It sank deep into the flesh and the giant rolled dead at David’s feet.

From that day on David no longer lived in the royal palace as a servant but as a trusted friend. 

Questions
1. Who were Kind Saul and the Israelites fighting?   [1]

2. What was the name of the huge man in the Philistine army?   [1]

3. How many days did Goliath jeer at the Israelites?   [1]

4. No Israelite was prepared to fight Goliath. Why?  [1]

5. Why did David go to the army camp that day?   [1]

6. David said God would save him. Why did he think so?   [1]

7. What did King Saul say to David when he went to fight Goliath?   [1]

8. Did David wear armour when he met Goliath? Why?   [2]

9. What did David take with to fight Goliath?   [2]

10. Goliath sneered at David. What was David’s reply? [1]

11. How did David kill Goliath?   [2]

12. Do you think that David was brave? Why?   [2]

13. Do you think that David was rewarded for killing Goliath? Why?  [2]

14. What do you think the message of this story is?   [2]

Total marks: [20]

Suggested Solutions 

1. The Philistines   [1]

2. Goliath   [1]

3. Forty days   (1)

4. They were very afraid.  [1]

5. David’s father, Jesse, sent David to the army camp with food for his brothers, who were fighting in Saul’s army.   [1]

6. David trusted God, who had saved him from the lion and the bear that attacked his sheep.  [1]

7. Go, and may the Lord be with you.   [1]

8. No, he did not. The armour was too heavy for David, who was just a young boy and not strong enough to carry the armour.   [2]

9. A leather sling and five smooth pebbles from the bed of the stream.   [2]

10. “You may have a spear and a javelin, but I have the power of Almighty God. It is you who will die today.”  [1]

11. David took one of the pebbles and fired it straight at Goliath’s forehead. It sank deep into the giant’s flesh, killing him.   [2]

12. Yes, David was very brave. He was just a young boy who put his faith in God to protect him and help him.   [2]

13. Yes. He no longer lived in the royal palace as a servant, but as a trusted friend.  [2]

14. Trust in God to guide and protect you and give you strength.   [2]

Total marks: [20]






















